
Joint winners, both with initiatives supporting the wellbeing of 
looked-after children, have been awarded the British Society 
of Paediatric Dentistry (BSPD) 2022 Outstanding Innovation 
Award. Jemma Facenfield was awarded for her ‘Dental Clinic 
for looked-after children and adolescents’ and Lucy Ridsdale for 
‘Dental Care Pathways for looked-after children’.

Jemma, as part of Plymouth’s Peninsula Dental Social 
Enterprise (PDSE) operates a ‘Children in Care Clinic’, 
supporting children and young people in the care system, who 
are at risk of particularly poor oral health due to lack of access 
to dental services and living circumstances. The clinic has 

extended its age criteria to 21 years, which means that young 
people leaving foster care can now be included. The clinic 
adopts a trauma-informed approach working closely with both 
the child, the foster carer and health professionals to ensure the 
experience is as comfortable as possible. 

Lucy’s ‘Dental Care Pathways’ project aims to improve dental 
care for looked-after children in Yorkshire and the Humber. 
This pathway facilitates access to dental care for these children 
and shares information about their oral health with local 
authority and health teams. The pathway takes a child new to 
care through a process connecting the health team to the foster 
carer, inviting a dental assessment. Ultimately, the child’s oral 
health status and needs are recorded in their personal care plan 
by the paediatrician and shared with the wider team supporting 
the child. Prior to implementing the pathway, paediatricians 
would not always undertake an oral assessment as part of the 
child’s health assessment. 

Jemma was recognised specifically for her dedication to 
improving health inequalities in children and engaging with 
different stakeholders to make a difference. The BSPD judges 
were impressed at how she led this project and developed all 
the resources to help support looked-after children and provide 
them with access to dental care.

Outstanding innovators focus on looked-after children
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Lucy was recognised for her dedication to improving 
health inequalities in children and providing a clear pathway 
for looked-after children. The judges were impressed with 
how she steered the project and rallied the support of the 
North Yorkshire and Humber Paediatric Dentistry MCN and 
LDC and LDN Chairs to put together this important care 
pathway. There is the potential for this initiative to be rolled 
out nationally and have a long-lasting effect. 



The Christian Dental Fellowship in the UK, the Christian 
Medical Fellowship and the Global Child Dental Fund are 
assisting the International Christian Medical and Dental 
Associations (ICMDA) in Ukraine and Poland to coordinate an 
appeal for dental items. These items will be donated to non-
profit organisations/charities to help relieve the emerging dental 
emergencies in Ukraine, treating children, the disabled, and 
refugees.

Suitable materials and equipment include:
• Dental consumables: glass ionomer, composite, lining 

materials – Dycal etc
• Hand instruments restorative: excavators, flat plastics, 

amalgam pluggers – carvers, burs – high and low speed, 
extraction forceps deciduous and adult, luxators – elevators, 
LA syringes – needles – LA cartridges

• Preventative/oral hygiene: toothbrushes, toothpaste, fluoride 
varnish

• Consumables: face masks, gloves, protective glasses, bibs, 
cotton wool rolls, gauze, bite packs etc.

It is requested that nothing is donated that needs to be kept 
refrigerated or materials that cannot be hand mixed.

If you would like to make a donation, please email steve.
sturman@cmf.org.uk AND vicky.lavy@icmda.net. This is to 
ensure the ICMDA warehouse knows to expect your donations 
and that it can be coordinated with the shipments.

Please then send the items to Elbar Worldwide Group, Hay 
Lane, Foston, Derby, DE65 5PJ. The staff at Elbar will receive 
goods Monday to Friday 08:30–16:30. These items will then be 
sorted and sent out to Ukraine.

For enquiries please email cdfadmin@cdf-uk.org.

Appeal for dental items 
for Ukraine crisis
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