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taught mtroductorf‘b oche!

generations of Harvard studa& i'ilﬂ, for |
16 years, from 1960 until his retirement, a,_i
year-long introductory biology course
entitled “The nature of living things”. This
course was part of the General Education
Program at Harvard, taken both by
students intending to concentrateoﬁ %
biology and by others. In 1966, , Tithe & |
magazine, in a cover story, named Wald
“one of the ten best teachersinthe = .«
country”. ;

Wald was one of the first in academia to
speak out against the Vietnam War, and in
1969 he gave a speech at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology that was to affect
the rest of his life. The speech, “A
generation in search of a future”,
immediately endeared him to the anti-
community and resulted in his becoming a
forceful spokesman against the Vietnam
War, nuclear arms proliferation and a
variety of other political issues. In this, his
- witand clarity of expression served him

?; well. When confronted with the view that

- “thearmsrace and the peacetime draft were

* “facts of life”, he replied “No, those are the
- facts of death. I don’t accept them and I
~ advise you not to accept them”. After his
retirement in 1977, Wald gave up

. laboratory research and devoted his time

to political causes. He travelled widely
espousing his views until the last two years
of his life.

When Wald received the Nobel prize in
1967, he remarked that “A scientist lives
with all reality. There is notﬁmg better. To
know reality is to accept it and eventually
to love it. A scientist is in a sense a learned
child. There is something of the scientist in
every child. Others must outgrow it.
Scientists can stay that way all their lives”.
All who knew George Wald were
profoundly affected by him. As Wald spoke
of Hecht, his tor, we speak of Wald:
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