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Developed tastes 
Donald D. Brown 

Development. Editor-in-chief Chris Wylie. 
The Company of Biologists. 12/yr + sup
plements. UK £355, North America $780, 
elsewhere £405 (institutional); UK £90, 
North America $145 (personal). 
Genes & Development. Editors G. Bulfield 
and M. Mathews. Cold Spring Harbor 
Laboratory. 12/yr. $220 (institutional); 
$90 (personal). 

THE state of any field is reflected in the 
quantity and quality of the publications· 
that serve it. The recent appearance of 
two excellent new journals emphasizing 
developmental biology is further confirm
ation of its growth and maturity. 

Developmental biology is not a scien
tific discipline, but a set of questions that 
has been asked since the beginning of this 
century and is now yielding to the methods 
of biochemistry, genetics, cell biology, 
immunology and molecular biology. So 
journals dealing with embryos no longer 
appeal just to a few specialists, but to re
searchers in many areas of modem biology. 

Those who want to keep up with advan
ces in developmental biology must not 
only be versed in its contributory discip
lines, but also in the life cycles and special 
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advantages of a multitude of organisms 
(plants and animals). The reason for this is 
that there is no 'phage for development', 
that is, no single organism in which we can 
answer all of the questions we wish to ask. 
There are so many important biological 
systems that are limited to certain organ
isms or that have been well studied in a 
particular organism and are the subject of 
a wealth of descriptive data accumulated 
over the years. The new methods permit a 
fresh attack on previously intractable 
problems in the organisms of choice. 

Considering these ground rules, there is 
plenty of room for two new journals in this 
broad and expanding field. Development 
is the continuation of Journal of Experi
mental Embryology and Morphology ( or 
JEEM as it was called). Experimental 
embryology was the dominant subculture 
of the field in the first half of the century. 
It was as near as the field came to being a 
discipline in the sense that experimental 
embryology spawned its own set of tech
niques and methods, and emphasized its 
own special organisms - chickens, frogs 
and sea urchins. Experimental embry
ology is alive and well today but is depend
ent upon the helping hand of the new bio
logical methods derived from other discip
lines. The journal has broadened its scope 
and the editors welcome papers on all 
organisms and on subjects ranging from 
the morphological to the molecular 
aspects of development. The quality of the 
contributions since the journal changed its 
title in 1987 has been very high, and the 
papers have been of general interest. 

Genes & Development is the first journal 
to be published and administered by Cold 
Spring Harbor Laboratory. It, too, is 
broadly based in subject matter but as its 
title suggests it emphasizes contributions 
in molecular genetics that elucidate the 
structure and control of genes in develop
ment. We have come to expect high qual
ity and timeliness from Cold Spring 
Harbor's many symposium volumes, '1nd 
the journal maintains that standard. 

Both journals publish reviews, meeting 
reports, book reviews and commentaries 
along with the usual research articles ( to 
date, the reviews in Development have 
been especially distinguished). Both pay 
considerable attention to the quality of 
their pictures, and both put a stress on 
rapid publication, which these days seems 
essential if a journal is to compete for the 
best manuscripts. Neither Development 
nor Genes & Development can be said to 
fill a void; I can count ten other journals 
with overlapping subject matter, but there 
is no lack of high-quality papers to fill 
them. In less than two years, these two 
newcomers have become essential reading 
for modern research biologists. D 
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