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Fig. 4 Developmental mRNA profile of DCgl and DCg2 expression. Total RNA was prepared from different Drosophila developmental stages®® and immobilized
on to nitrocellulese paper by loading aliquots in 20 X SSC from a capillary pipette®'. Three RNA concentrations (1, 4 and 16 ug) were used for each developmental
stage. Each filter also contained control dots of the plasmids containing the Drosophila collagen-like sequences. Filters were hybridized by applying sufficient
probe sequences to generate a local 10-fold sequence excess over the highest estimated target sequence concentration in any dot (J.E.N. and B.J.M., unpublished
results). Hybridizations were done at 42 °C in 50% formamide, 5 x SSC hybridization solution®® and the filters were washed in an equivalent solution at 50 °C
after 24-30 h hybridization. The figure shows autoradiographs of RNA dot blots hybridized with DCgl (a) or DCg2 (b) sequences. ¢, d, The autoradiographs
were quantitated using an LKB soft laser scanning densitometer. The maximum absorbance was calibrated for the most intense hybridization signal of DCgl
and other signals are expressed relative to that signal. The developmental stages represented are: 1, Kc cells; 2-9, periods during embryogenesis following
oviposition by 0-2, 2-3, 3-6, 6-9, 9-12, 12-15, 15-18 and 18-21 h, respectively. 10-12, First, second and third instar larvae, respectiveiy. 13, White prepupae.
14, Mid-pupation. An identical filter hybridized with pBR322 vector sequences showed hybridization only to control dots (data not shown).

sequences may also represent proteins containing a small, triple-
helical region such as Clg®® or acetylcholinesterase?®, although
partial sequence data make this possibility unlikely for DCgl
(ref. 5). Neither pDCgl nor pDCg2 show evidence of in situ
hybridization to the Drosophila acetylcholinesterase locus at
87E1-5 (ref. 25).

Characterization of collagen genes in invertebrates such as
Drosophila will hopefully allow genetic analysis of collagen
structure and expression as well as providing insights into
evolutionary relationships of vertebrate collagens.
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Errata

In the ietter ‘Chorus-related electrostatic bursts in the Earth’s outer
magnetosphere’ by L. A. Reinleitner, D. A. Gurnett and D. L. Gal-
lagher, Nature 295, 46-48 (1982), in Fig. 1 legend the words ‘features
of the chorus related electrostatic bursts. The slight inter-’ have been
repeated. Thus the second sentence should read ‘“The slight interference
from 1738:45 to 1739:17 UT (also in Fig. 3) is from the ISEE electron
density experiment.

In the article ‘Protochordate allorecognition is conirolled by a MHC-
like gene system’ by V. L. Scofield, J. M. Schlumpberger, L. A. West
and I, T, Weissman, Narure 295, 499-502 (1982), in Table 4 legend
the percentage fusible progeny yielded by crosses where no alleles are
shared should be 75%, not 7.5%.

In the letter ‘Stereochemistry of iron in deoxyhaemoglobin’ by M. F.
Perutz, $. Samar Hasnain, P. J. Duke, J. L. Sessler and J. E. Hahn,
Nature 295, 535-538 (1982}, in the final paragraph of page 537,
references 14 and 12 should read 15 and 11, respectively. On page
538 the reference cited at the top of the second column of text should
be 12, not 13,
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