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obituary 
Sir James Wilfred Cook, FRS, some­
time Regius Professor of Chemistry in 
the University of Glasgow and Vice­
Chancellor of the Universities of 
Exeter and East Africa, died on Octo­
ber 21 at the age of 74. 

After graduating from University 
College, London, Sir James became 
lecturer in chemistry at the Sir John 
Cass Technical Institute in 1920, where 
be obtained his PhD on the chemistry 
of anthracene derivatives. Sir Ernest 
Kennaway invited him to join the staff 
of the Royal Cancer Hospital in 1929, 
where he remained for ten years, be­
coming reader in pathological chemistry 
in 1932 and professor of chemistry in 
1939. It was at this hospital that he 
made his outstanding contributions to 
cancer research, by demonstrating the 
carcinogenicity of polycyclic benzenoid 
hydrocarbons and then isolating from 
coal tar its main oarcinogenic com­
ponent. This work showed for the first 
time that cancer could be induced by 
minute quantities of a pure chemical 
compound. Further work revealed a 
correlation between structure and 
carcinogenicity. Cook and Kennaway 
were awarded the Prize of the Inter­
national Union against Cancer, and 
Cook was elected a fellow of the Royal 
Society in 1938, in recognition for their 
work. In 1939 he was appointed Regius 
Professor of Chemistry at Glasgow, a 
chair which he occupied for sixteen 
years. While coping ably with his new 

announcements 
Awards 
Her Majesty the Queen has approved 
the recommendations made to the 
Council of the Royal Society for the 
three Royal Medals to be awarded as 
follows: To E. Bullard in recognition 
of his distinction as a world leader in 
geophysics; to D. C. Phillips in recog­
nition of his solution of the three­
dimensional structure of an enzyme and 
his contributions to the techniques of 
X-ray crystallography; and to B. Wallis 
in recognition of his contributions to 
aeronautical engineering. 

Appoinhnent 
A. Alexandrov has been elected presi­
dent of the Soviet Academy of 
Sciences. 

administrative duties he also found 
time to act as President of the Royal 
Institute of Chemistry from 1949-51 
and as a member of the University 
Grants Committee from 1950-54. He 
continued to work on polycyclic hydro­
carbons, and also carried out research 
in colchicine and the tropolones. In 
1954 he became Principal of the Uni­
versity College of the South West and 
negotiated its conversion to the Uni­
versity of Exeter, becoming its first 
vice-chancellor in 1955. He was instru­
mental in bringing about the emergence 
of a full-blooded university. His hon­
orary directorship of the MRC Carcino­
genic Substances Research Unit, at 
Exeter, helped to keep him in touch 
with organic chemistry. Cook had 
always shown an interest in education 
in developing countries, and on retiring 
in 1965, became vice-chancellor of the 
University of East Africa. In 1974 he 
became Chairman of the Academic 
Advisory Committee of the New Uni­
versity of Ulster, at Coleraine, and 
again displayed his enthusiasm in the 
cohesion of a new venture. He was 
presented with a knighthood in 1963 
and was a Davey Medallist of the 
Royal Society (1954). 

Gustav Hertz, the German Nobel 
Prize winning physicist, died in East 
Berlin on October 30, at age of 88. 

Dr Hertz, who was a nephew of 
Heinrich Hertz (renowned for his work 
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on electromagnetic waves) was educated 
at the Universities of Gottingen, 
Munich and Berlin. In 1925, he became 
Professor of Physics at the University 
of Halle, and in 1928, Director of 
Physics at the Berlin-Charlottenberg 
Technische-Hochschule. In 1934, he 
was obliged to resign from his academic 
post, since he was unwilling to take the 
oath of allegiance to the newly­
established Nazi regime. From then on, 
and until the end of the war, he worked 
for the Siemens company, who built a 
special laboratory for him. At the end 
of the war, he went to the Soviet 
Union, where until 1954 he worked on 
the Soviet atomic bomb project. He 
then returned to East Germany, and 
taught physics at the University of 
Dresden, until his retirement in 1961 . 
Hertz's Nobel Prize, which he won with 
Dr J. Franck in 1925, was for work on 
the ionisation theory of gases, which 
played a fundamental role in the estab­
lishing of quantum theory. During this 
similar period of his research activity, 
he also devised a diffusion method of 
calibrating neon isotopes. His role in 
the development of the Soviet atomic 
bomb is difficult to estimate, not only 
from the classified nature of the 
project, but also because, as Sakharov 
has explained, the situation was a 
complex one of "collective inven­
tion". The fact that Hertz was given 
the Lenin Prize suggests, however, that 
his contribution was considerable. 
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