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may prove to be a valuable partne•r for 
any gr.oups seriously working to reduce 
health hazards in industry. 

Lia•ison with the Trades Union in
volved is o!f paramount importance. 
For it is they who have expeDience of 
negotia•ting wilih management and they 
who have at their disposal, the services 
of the independent Centenary Institute 
of Occupational Health which specia·l
ises in t!he chemical analysis and 
medical evaluation of questionable 
materials. 
• Remember t!h!at your ma,in reason 
for being on Vhe 'shop' floor is to 
exchange information and eX<pericnce. 
The people on the shop floor can give 
you first hand knowledge of the pro
cesses they work with and the hazards 
that these processes inV'olve. They can 
tell you how their plant I office act!ually 
works, not just how it is supposed to 
work. For your part you can help these 
men and women to understand the 
techni:cal/medica:J explanation of the 
hazard and how to monitor and keep 

the necessary records of the haza,rd. 
• Unfortunately, even the introduction 
of reasonable health conditrions is an 
issue which often involves conflicts 
with employers. Recently 5,000 men 
and women at the Shell/Chevron 
plant in California had to strike £or 5 
months just to have seven medical 
proV'isions written into their contract. 
This was done in the light of the fact 
uhat all the other major petr>ochemical 
companies in the United States had 
already agreed to medical prorvisions 
being written into their contmcts. The 
scientist must be prepared to stand up 
in defenc·e otf working people. This may 
mean pressing their case in joint 
mana.gement(union comm1ittees or even 
standing up in court to put t:he facts 
as tlhey see them. Two men in the 
United States, Dr Selikoff of Mount 
Sina.i Hospital in Ne•w York and Dr 
Epstein, have actually done this. 
• Be prepared to use the press and 
television to publicise your case. l'he 
BSSRS helped W or1d in Action to do 
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the first e)(jpose of the VCM problem 
in this country. Later we devoted 15 
minutes of an Open Door programme 
(BBC2) to a discUS~S~ion of the VCM 
issue. 
• In cooperation Wlitth other sden!Jific, 
production line, and office workers, 
press for the implementation by the 
government, management and trade 
unions of syste11Ki.tlic pre-testing of 
industil1ial processes and mMerials f'Oif 
possible health hazards. 

Clearly it is not enough for individ
ual scientists to become involved in 
isolated local healrh haza·rd issues. 
There must be a coordinated body for 
scientists paDtic.i.pating in the field of 
occupational healtlh. This is precisely 
the role that the BSSRS has begun to 
play and hopes to develop system
atkally and comprehensively in the 
future. We cannot afford to finance 
teams of investigation or the much 
ne,eded thorough long term researoh i:n 
this area. We hope, however, to be 
able to serve as a v;ital catalysing agent. 

international news 
MINISTERS from 24 countries, including 
Br·itain's Denis Howell, met in Palfis 
last week at the first meeting of En
vironment Ministers convened by t:he 
Organi,sation for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD). The 
mini·sters met to discuss several 
recommendations put forward by the 
envimnment group of uhe OECD 
on the foi'muiation of rational and 
coherent environment policies through
out the OECD count11ies. 

One of the concepts di,scussed at t;he 
recent meeting was in fact accepted in 
outline in 1972, namely vhe 'Pollute£ 
Pays Pl"indple', which in effect means 
lim1ting state aid for pollution control 
to industry while making it conform t:o 
certain standards. Tillis will then mean 
that goods made by polluting industry 
wiH be more expensive, as they have to 
pay for their own pollution control. 
The consumer, it is llll'gued, will there
fore prefer the cheaper goods made by 
non-polluting industry. Some countries 
have already incorpomted the prin
ciple in their legislation, although, 
exceptionaUy, state aid may be allowed. 

The ministers also discussed the 
OECD's proposed code of conduct for 
dealing wi~h the problem of trans
front,ier pollut,ion. One of the main 
points of the code is that pollution 
exported to other countries must not 
exceed the le·vels pe!'mitted within the 
polluting country. 

The most widely discussed instance 
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of this type of pollution, as far as 
Britain is concerned, is the sulphur 
dioxide from Britain and from conti
nental Europe which ends up over 
Scandinav.ia as accid rain, with dire 
environmental consequences. l'he 
OECD is M pre~ent in the middle of an 
international survey of ai·r pollut·ion
the fi,J1st such survey to use completely 
standardised monitol'ing methods
which should clarify this situat<ion. 
Comment,ing a~ter the meeting, Mr 
Howell said that Bl"itain might have to 
reconsider her power-generat,ing policy 
if the results of the survey showed that 
sulphur dioxide emissions from power 
sta,tions were the 'culprit'. 

The problem of trans-frontier pollu
tion also raises the quest,ion of whether 
people affected have the same rights in 
the pollut•ing coulll1:ries' courts as would 
citizens of those countrie·s in the same 
situation. But unfortunately, even the 
oi•tizens of some countries find it ex
tremely difficult to gain standing on 
matters of pollution in the courts, so 
that this might prove to be an empty 
pi1ivilege. 

Complications and inequalities could 
also arise be1cause of the fundamental 
difference between the judtioial S•truct
ures in the vari-ous countries-Europe 
by and large follows Roman Jaw 
whereas in Britain there is the added 
complication of being able to bring 
prosecutions under common laiW, which 
operates on a precedent sy~>tem mther 
than on the basis of published st•atutes. 

There is also the problem of who 
exactly is liable to prosecultiion. If 
treaties for lower pollution had actually 
been signed between polluted and 
pollut<ing coun~ries, the defendant 
might well be the Government in the 
person of the Secretary of State for the 
Environment. Ot<heif problems would, 
of course, be the usual ones which 
bedevil pollution legislation generally, 
such as collect!ing sufficient data to 
make a case whi:ch will be accepted in 
the courts in the first place. 

At present, if an article manufactured 
in Britain is sell!t abroad and pr·oves to 
be harmful, it may well be the distri
butors in that country who are pro
secuted and not the manufacturing 
company. This has happened i1n 
Australia in the case of thalidomide, 
ma·rketed there by a subsidiary of 
Distillers Company Ltd. 

The effects of pollution will be far 
le~ easy to define 'in practice than even 
the effects of a manufactured article, 
and the'fe is the pros>pect of a real field 
day for the lawyers. 0 
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