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sonalities may have the same goal.

This concept was well illustrated by
the differing attitudes to the con-
troversial results of some research by a
team of three more ‘experimenters’ in
the series.

Drs Walter Kellerman, Gordon Brooke
and John Baruch are now famous as
the team that might have discovered a
quark, or not, as the case may be.
Baruch is brashly convinced of the
validity of their cosmie-ray experi-
ments, and hustled his colleagues into
publication. “Why let someone else get
the credit?”, he argued. Brooke seem-
ingly regrets this haste and says that
he would not have published this claim
without more cvidence, if he had had
his way. And Kellerman, balancing
these extreme views and presumably
with the casting vote, decided in favour
of some publicity, to encourage further
work in the field (and, no doubt, to
encourage further grants to the group
at the University of Leeds).

The discussions between the members
of the team certainly showed the human
face of science (with a few small
warts); and Kellerman was heretical
enough to point out that the ‘scientific
method’ is a mythical beast.

Two other programmes came from
series already screened and perhaps even
seen by those people who were able to
find out that they were on. A look at
some of the 20,000 or so tiny creatures
that share the average house with its

human occupants was not for the squea-
mish adult but, overall, with light-
hearted narration, a remarkable range
of background music and some expert,
photographic work, it was just the stuff
to give an appreciative audience rather
carlier than 2325—although perhaps not
just after supper.

The combination of some of the best
photographic techniques (the use of
light and scanning electron microscopy,
time-lapse and excellent closeup camera
work) makes this extremely successful
visually, rivalling the best of “Horizon”,
“The World About Us” and others.

As for “Bellamy on Botany”, Dr
David Bellamy has, through the foree of
his own personality, ensured that his
contributions to the further education
output are reaching a wide audience.
Bellamy has the charaeter and person-
ality to carry a programme transmitted
live from a sewer (perhaps this will come
in due course), but the programme we
saw came from the clean dunes of Hol-
land; we learned how natural reclama-
tion of land from the sea takes place as
plants establish stable dune formations.

The comparison with programmes
such as “Horizon” is again favourable—
especially so since, as we were told, a
number of further education program-
mes can be produced for the cost of one
“Horizon”. These programmes may be
labelled education, and that may put
off some casual viewers, but as we saw
they can be as hard hitting as any cur-
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rent affairs programme, or as entertain-
ing as any feature, as well as being
educational.

And what of programmes aimed spe-
cifically at schools? One silver lining to
the reecent rail travel troubles in south-
ern England has been the opportunity
to view some of these, along with several
thousand schoolehildren and an unknown
number of housewives. On the basis of
this limited opportunity, the scientific
programmes for sehools, especially those
for 16 to 18-year-olds, are every hit
as good ax their late night counterparts.
Indeed, many of them could be shown
unchanged in the evenings, and it is
rather odd that although further educa-
tion programmes are sometimes repeated
for schools, the reverse flow is non-
existent. Here, surely, tx a useful way
to occupy the 22 weeks when further
cducation programmes disappear {from
their usual slot.

But one thing is certainly clear. There
15 no need to worry about the health of
science on television in Britain; it is
alive and well, and living under the name
of “further education”. What is worry-
ing is that these programmes receive
little or no promotion, and that those
responsible for sereening and publicixing
the programmes scemingly lack the
imagination of the people who produce
them. Until this situation is improved,
a little research into the small print of
the Radio Times 1s likely to prove a
very rewarding exercise.

Announcements

Erratum

In the article ‘Lyoluminescent tissue
equivalent radiation dosimeter’ by Nadir
A. Atari and Kamil V. Ettinger (Nature,
247, 193; 1974) there is a misprint in
the title: ‘dosimeter’ appeared as ‘desi-

meter’. Also paragraph 6, line 10 should
read . ‘between 1 and 10° rad .
not . .. ‘between 1 and 60° rad . . ..
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