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his latest roses. To the present young 
generation Bragg was an avuncular 
figure who showed them that science 
can be fun. At the Royal Institution he 
instituted a series of physics lectures for 
sixth formers, making use of the institu­
tion's excellent experimental facilities 
to bring home the laws of optics, 
electricity and magnetism. These lectures 
were attended by 22,000 London school 
children each year. He also gave a 
remarkable series of television broad­
casts on the properties of matter which 
brought him popular fame. He was 
intrigued when the greengrocer woman in 
Soho told him that he was "the spitting 
image of a man she saw on the telly last 
night" and modestly signed the bill for 
her to keep as a souvenir. Bragg's 
superb powers of combining simplicity 
with rigour, his enthusiasm, liveliness 
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Tuesday, September 7 
Computers for Analysis and Control in 

Medical and Biological Research (three­
day conference) Institution of Elec­
trical Engineers, in association with the 
Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers, the Institute of Mathematics 
and its Applications, the Institution of 
Electronic and Radio Engineers, the 
Biological Engineering Society and the 
British Computer Society, at the 
University of Sheffield. 

Displays (four-day conference) Institution 
of Electrical Engineers; and the 
Institution of Electronic and Radio 
Engineers, at the University of Tech­
nology, Loughborough. 

Human Locomotor Engineering (four-day 
conference) Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers, at the University of Sussex, 
Falmer, Brighton, Sussex. 
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and charm of manner, and his beautiful 
demonstrations all conspired to make 
him one of the best lecturers on science 
that ever lived. Yet few realized the 
formidable intellect that lay behind his 
genial fac;ade or the decisive and revo­
lutionary contributions to several fields 
of science for which he had been directly 
or indirectly responsible. His scientific 
papers still stand out as models of luci­
dity and conciseness. They generally 
contain little mathematics but are based 
on elegant physical and geometric argu­
ments. His book on The Crystalline State 
once opened a new world to me and 
remains one of the best elementary 
introductions to X-ray crystallography. 

Most X-ray crystallographers all over 
the world are "descended" from his or his 
father's pupils. He regarded them as one 
family and took the first steps in founding 

Thursday, September 9 
Electrical Plasmas as Free-Atom Genera­

tors, and Reservoirs for Analytical 
Atomic-Absorption, Emission and Fluor­
escent Spectroscopy (2.30 p.m.) Profes­
sor Y. A. Passel, Society for Analytical 
Chemistry, Midlands Region, at Henry 
Wiggin and Co., Ltd, Holmer Road, 
Hereford. 

Sunday, September 12 
Cell Nucleus (Third Harden Conference, 

six days) Biochemical Society in col­
laboration with the Biological Council, 
at Wye College, Ashford, Kent. 

Monday, September 13 
Fundamentals of Software for Computer 

Engineers (vacation school, thirteen 
days) Institution of Electrical Engin­
eers, in association with the Institution 
of Electronic and Radio Engineers, at 
the University of Manchester. 
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the International Union of Crystallo­
graphy soon after the end of the Second 
World War. J. C. Ken drew's and my own 
early attempts at protein crystallography 
could not have been sustained throughout 
the many lean years without his support, 
and our small group at the Cavendish 
Laboratory in Cambridge became the 
nucleus from which the present MRC 
Laboratory of Molecular Biology later 
developed. Several other schools, in­
cluding H. Lipson's at Manchester and 
W. Cochran's at Edinburgh, are offshoots 
of his group at the Cavendish. D. C. 
Phillips's flourishing Molecular Biophysics 
Laboratory at Oxford stems from the 
small protein crystallography group which 
Bragg brought together at the Royal 
Institution in the 1950s. We all owe him 
a great debt. 

M. F. PERUTZ 

Surface Chemistry of Oxides (three-day 
discussion) Faraday Society, in the 
Chemistry Department, Brunei Univer­
sity, Uxbridge, Middlesex. 
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