
© 1966 Nature Publishing Group

1070 NATURE March 12, 1966 voL 209 

mechanisms by which the meteorological and social cycles 
are incorporated into reproductive behaviour remain open 
questions. It may, however, be pointed out that in the 
sixteenth century, if the excess of marriages in November 
resulted in conception within two months of marriage in 
about 58 per cent of the cases, and live birth, the maximum 
in births around September would be explained. A good 
deal of the bimodality, therefore, may be due to customs 
relating to marriage time combined with a dispropor­
tionate significance of primiparous births in a society 
with a fairly high adult death rate. 

The historical aspect of this study was initiated by a 
grant-in-aid by the Society of the Sigma Xi. Further 
study was made possible by the generosity of the Wenner­
Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research. I thank 
Prof. G. E. Hutchinson of the Biology Department of 
Yale University for his continuous support and encourage­
ment. 
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NEWS and VIEWS 
Nuclear Physics Division, Science Research Council : 

Mr. John Clemow 
l\'IR. JOHN CLEM:OW has been appointed head of the 

Nuclear Physics Division of the Science Research Council 
in succession to Dr. A. C. W. Clarke. Mr. Clomow has 
been a director of G.E.C. (Electronics) since 1961. Pre­
viously ho was chief engineer (weapons) and a special 
director of the Vickers-Armstrong (Aircraft) Co., Ltd., 
Weybridge. Educated at St. John's College, Cambridge, 
where he road mathematics, Mr. Clemow served with the 
Royal Artillery and was on the staff of tho Military 
College of Science during the Second World War. He is 
a Follow of the Institute of Mathematics and its Applica­
tions and a Member of the British Nuclear Energy Society. 
In 1948 he was seconded to the Royal Aircraft Establish­
ment, Farnborough, and later joined the former Ministry 
of Supply as director of Guided Weapons Projects. 

Applied Mathematics in Monash University : 
Prof. B. R. Morton 

DR. MoRTON, senior lecturer in mathematics in the 
University of Manchester, has been appointed to a chair 
of applied mathematics in Monash University, Melbourne. 
Dr. Morton graduated in physics and mathematics in 
1948 in the then Auckland University College. He took 
the mathematical tripos at the University of Cambridge 
in 1952, and went on to carry out research in fluid mech­
anics under Dr. G. K. Batchelor and Sir Geoffrey Taylor, 
qualifying for the Ph.D. degree in 1956. During 1949-50 
he was junior lecturer in physics at Auckland University 
College, and during 1955-56 assistant lecturer in mathe­
matics, University College, London. He joined the 
University of Manchester as a lecturer in 1956 and became 
senior lecturer in 1965. In the past few years he has been 
especially concerned with the organization of postgraduate 
courses in fluid mechanics at Manchester. Dr. Morton's 
present research interests are centred mainly on geo­
physical fluid dynamics and low-speed fluid mechanics. 
Research projects in which he is at present engaged 
include: dynamics of rotating fluids, including buoyant 
jets in a rotating environment and applications to vor­
ticity amplification in tho atmosphere, and termination 
of concentrated vortex cores at boundaries with applica­
tions to tornadoes and waterspouts; dynamics of stratified 
fluids, including motion of vortex part,s in a stratified en­
vironment and double convection of hot salt systems; 
flame and fire problems, including turbulent diffusion 
flames, pool fires, and the ascent of very hot masses of 
gas; cumulus dynamics, including the development of 

time-dependent models for growth of cumulus clouds; 
and a class of pipe flows in which buoyant and centrifugal 
forces produce important flow rearrangement with interior 
stagnation and flow reversal. He is a member of a sub­
committee of the Meteorological Research Committee of 
the United Kingdom Ministry of Defence. 

Research in Education 
IN a written answer in the House of Commons on 

February 15, the Secretary of State for Education and 
Science, Mr. A. Crosland, stated that the support of the 
Department for educational research in 1965-66 included 
about £250,000 for projects related to the schools and 
schoolchildren, about £55,000 of which would be included 
in payments to the National Foundation for Educational 
Research. None of the Department research funds were 
allocated through the local education authorities, but 
those authorities, charitable foundations and universities 
also supported such research. 

Directorate of Research and Information 
IN a written answer in the House of Commons on 

February 14, the Parliamentary Socret,ary to the Ministry 
of Public Building and Works, Mr. J. Boyden, stated that 
the work of the Directorate of Research and Information 
included advising on research policy and specific projects, 
commissioning research work, activities concerned with 
the dissemination of technical information, and investi­
gation of problems connected with the maintenance of 
buildings and with the use of computers in the con -
struction industry. The Directorate also dealt with 
t,raining and education for that industry. The Directorate 
was headed by a Director, who was a deputy chief scientific 
officer, and an assistant secretary, supported by twent,y. 
one professional and scientific officers, ten technical, nine 
executive and twelve clerical officers. The direct cost of 
the Directorate for 1965-66 was about £165,000, and 
overheads were estimated at £42,000. 

University Building Programme 
IN a written answer in the House of Commons ou 

February 14, the Secretary of State for Education and 
Science, Mr. A. Crosland, stated that some 25 per cent 
of the building programme for univ,wsities, including the 
colleges of advanced t,echnology, for 1965-66 would now 
be started in 1966-67. The building programme of £120 
million for the four years 1966-67 t,o 1969-70 was not 
affected by t,ho revised arrangements for dealing with 
deferment announced by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
on February 8. 
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