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THE NATIONAL PARKS COMMISSION 

T HE fifteenth annual r eport of the National Parks 
Commission* cover s t he year ending September 30, 

1964, and, like the present r eport of the N ature Conserv
a ncy, it m akes special reference to the study conference, 
" The Countryside in 1970" , held in November 1963. It 
also comments on tho acute problem presented by coastal 
preservation and development, and, like the Conservancy, 
welcomes tho action of tho National Trust in initiating 
'Enterprise N eptune' , t h e object of which is the conserva 
tion of select ed stretches of coast line in co-operation with 
local planning authorities. On water supply problems the 
Commission regards with grave misgiving any sch em e 
which would begin to abstract water from Ullswater, and 
adds that any proposals to flood the ,~Finster Valley would 
be resisted most strongly. During the year under r eview 
new orders designating the forest of Bowland and 
Chichester harbour as areas of outstanding natural beauty 
were confirmed , but decisions are awaited regarding the 
Chilterns and the Solway coast areas. The Pennine Way 
long-distance footpath has now been completed, and 
provides a strenuous high-level walk from Edale, in the 
Peak District National P ark, to the Cheviots and the 
Scottish border, passing t hrough two other National 
Parks, the Yorkshire Dales and Northumberland. Special 
efforts have been m ade to assist local authorities in resolv
ing difficulties, and in n egotiating outstanding footpath 
agreements, in their areas regarding the Offa's Dyke p ath, 
but coastal erosion still presents difficulties in maintaining 
the south-west peninsular coast footpath. The definitive 
maps for the south Devon coastal area are now complet e 
and should simplify consider ation of outstanding public 
rights of way on the Devon south coast pa th, while some 
progress is r eported with regard to the South Downs 
way. 

The rep ort includes brief accounts of progress during 
the year with each of the 10 national p arks, but develop
ment questions continue to present the Commission with 
its main problems, and some 410 proposals for develop
ment affecting landscape beauty in n ational parks were 
referred to the Commission during the year. The Com
mission notes that the South Wales Electricity Board 
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proposed to carry out, during the year 1964-65, the first 
stages of an operation involving the expenditure of £50,000, 
primarily to improve visu al amenities in the electricity 
distribution network area of South Wales. Strenuous 
efforts h ave b een m ade by the two Yorkshire National 
Parks planning authorities, with the support of the Com
mission, t o effect a change in the policy of the North East 
Electricity Board with regard to overhead supply lines. 
With regard to the 4,000-kV line in the southern counties, 
for which the Commission suggested alternative routes, 
the Commission has asked that, should the Minister of 
Power decide that the case for consent to the Electricity 
Board's proposed route is overwhelming, a definite time 
limit should be set for the removal of the lines, the towers 
and the bases, and that the period should be as short a s 
possible . The Commission has also discussed with the 
Central Electricity Gen er ating Board the project for a 
pump storage scheme in North Devon, with regard to 
the possible effects on the coast, including the approaches 
from land and sea and the recreational potential which the 
upper reservoir or reservoirs may h ave. The Minister 
of Power has again b een approached with regard to the 
placing underground of the electricity lines in Martindale 
in the Lake District National Park. 

Represen tations were made to the Minister of Transport 
regarding the proposal to withdraw passenger services 
from the Taunton to Barnstaple line, but without effect. 
The Minister of Transport, however, has decided to con
tinue p assenger services on the line from Llandudno 
junction to Blaenau Ffestiniog line, closure of which was 
also opposed by the Board. The Commission particularly 
welcomes the Minister of Transport's statement to the 
Ramblers Association regarding traffic restrictions in the 
remot.e countryside, particularly his view that he would 
expect the Highway Authorities to take into account the 
views of the National Park Planning Authorities in sub
mitting improvement schemes to him for grant purposes. 
The Minister also said that he was ready to consider 
orders made on grounds of amenity so long as provision 
was made for carrying on the normal life of the district 
without imposing unreasonable burdens. Further refer
ence to this question and also to the Cormnission's present 
views regarding recreational facilities in National Parks 
is made on p. 632 of this issue of Nature. 

NUFFIELD FOUNDATION SCIENCE TEACHING PROJECT: 
PROGRESS REPORT 

T HE progress report of the N uffield Foundation Science 
Teaching Project* appeared towards the end of 1964. 

The work is now being extended to cover the teaching of 
science to children of all ages in most types of schools. 
Work began in 1961 on the design of courses leading to 
O-level examinations in physics, chemistry and biology. 
Programmes for the improvement of science and mathe
matics teaching have already been announced. The pro
gress report now published describes some of the plans 
being made to design science courses for sixth forms and 
for 'Newsom' children (the less able half of the school 
population) in the 13- 16 year range. 

Since the preparation of the report, the Nuffield 
Trustees have allocated a further £115,000 to science 
teaching, chiefly to support A-level biology. So far 
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£550,000 has been set aside for science teaching, but this 
figure does not cover work in the physical sciences in the 
sixth form and the proposed programme for the 'Newsom' 
children. During the next year a sum of a quarter of a 
million pounds will have to be spent on the first printing 
of the t eachers' guides and pupils' books due to be pub
lished in April 1966. 

A hundred and fifty British secondary schools and a total 
of three thousand children in more than two hundred 
classrooms are being used in the controlled testing of the 
O-level courses. This is most necessary: far too m any 
text-books are the results of their authors' attempts to 
dilute or re-present material from the standard works. 
Large groups of children will have to b e the yard-sticks 
by which teaching material is validated. This absorbs 
time and money and may prove to be inhibiting to the 
over-facile writer of school text-books, but it is the only 
permissible way for the future. 
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