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which Nechvile—the gentlest of persons—spent in the
uniform of a cavalry officer. His scientific career did not
really blossom out until, in the post-war decade, a
grant from tho French Government enabled him to spend
several years at the Observatoire National de Paris, for
it was there that Nechvile developed all his interests,
sympathies, and inclinations to which he remained
faithful throughout his scientific life.

Under the influence of Prof. Andoyer, Nechvile’s
mathematical interests turned to the restricted problem
of three bodies; and he was the author of the well-known
transformation of co-ordinates in the elliptic case (that is,
when the two finite masses describe elliptic orbits) which
has become the basis of most subsequent work on this
subject. Collaboration with George Willis Ritchey (the
creator of the large reflectors at Mount Wilson, who was
also working in Paris at that time) led Nechvile to study
geometrical optics. His work on the theory of the Ritchey-
Chrétien catoptric systems constitutes a fundamental
contribution to the subject (alas, but little known, as most
of it was published in Czech).

However, Nechvile’s principal work at Paris was in the
field of stellar proper motions. In the 1880’s, the Henri
brothers secured more than a hundred negatives with their
prototype of the ‘normal astrograph’ of the Carte du Ciel,
with sufficiently long exposures to record the positions
of stars down to the 14th magnitude. At the encourage-
ment of Prof. Deslandres, then director of the Paris
Observatory, Nechvile repeated these photographs with
the same instrument after a time lapse of more than
40 years; and from the combined material derived proper
motions of almost 3,800 faint stars in certain areas
distributed widely all over the sky—probably the largest
homogeneous measurements of proper motions of faint
stars then available.

This work, which earned Nechvile the Lalande Prize of
the French Academy of Sciences, paved the way for an
academic career at home. On his return to Prague in
1930, Nechvile became docent of astronomy at Charles
University (followed by a recommendation to honorary
professorship in 1939), which together with the position
of astronomer at the Czechoslovak National Observatory,
he held until his retirement in 1960. During his years in
Prague, Nechvile’s scientific interests continued in the
same fields; but increased teaching and administrative
duties at the Observatory (Nechvile became acting
director during a part of the difficult years of the Second
World War) left him but little time for research. This
was especially true in post-war years, which for him
became a time of increasing solitude. He never married
(twice death intervened to deprive him of the prospective
companions); his family dispersed (his only brother found
his final resting place in England), and so did many of
his pupils—of whom I had the privilege of being one. He
died in Prague last summer, aged seventy-four, alone,
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so that even the oxact day when death claimed him
remains unknown.

Vincent Nechvile will be remembered with warm
affection by all who knew him, as the type of man—so
increasingly rare in these days of competitive life—to
whom Horace’s epithet ‘‘integer vitae scelerisque purus”
can truly be applied. Always kind and gentle, he in-
stinctively shied away from any situation which could
have compromised his principles; it is doubtful if he
ever harmed anyone, or made a single enemy in his life-
time. Although of somewhat frail health, his strikingly
youthful appearance did not desert him until almost the
end; and as such ho will live in the memories of all who
remember him from the pre-war years.

ZpeNER KorarL

Prof. W. Kliipfel

IN the death of Prof. Walther Kliipfel on September 16,
1964, at the age of seventy-six, Germany lost an out-
standing geologist.

Kliipfel was born on May 28, 1888, in Heidelberg,
Germany. He received his training in geology at the
University of Heidelberg, where he graduated as a Ph.D.
He was appointed as lecturer in the Geological and
Paleontological Institute, University of Giessen, Germany.
In later years he held the chair.

During the First World War, Kliipfel was sent to
France to work on the water-supply for the German
Army. This was resumed during the Second World War,
which led him to Jersey, Channel Islands, then occupied
by the German Forces. There he remained for three
years, during which time he did much valuable field-work
in the Island. After the War, he was transferred to the
University of Marburg, Germany. The University of
Giessen had been heavily bombed.

Since 1921, and in the following years, Klupfel’s
research work on voleanic formations convinced him that
there is a fundamental difference between Pre-Quaternary
voleanoes and Recent and Diluvian volcanoes. His exten-
sive investigations and results were published in Germany.
One of these papers was translated into English: “On
the Old Type Voleanoes and the New Type Volcanoes and
their Origin’’ (1941).

On his retirement from the chair, with his great devotion
to geology, Kliipfel continued his field-work, especially in
Jersey. In 1962 he once again visited the island.

Geology to Kliipfel was a whole life’s work. He was
an exemplary teacher, both in the field and as a lecturer.
He was very much liked by his students, although very
exacting; he could be most humorous, laughed heartily,
and had many sterling qualities. I will remember him
with gratitude, affection and admiration.

He died at his home in Giessen, Germany, and is sur-
vived by his second wife. M. CasiMIir

NEWS and VIEWS

The Royal Society: Vice-presidents

TueE President of the Royal Society, Sir Howard
Florey, has appointed the following vice-presidents for
the year ending November 30, 1965: Lord Fleck, treasurer
of the Royal Society, formerly chairman of Imperial
Chemical Industries, Ltd.; Sir William Hodge, physical
secretary of the Royal Society, Master of Pembroke
College and Lowndean professor of astronomy and geo-
metry in the University of Cambridge; Prof. A. A. Miles,
biological secretary of the Royal Society, director of the
Lister Institute and professor of experimental pathology
in the University of London; Sir Patrick Linstead,
foreign secretary of the Royal Society, rector of the
Imperial College of Science and Technology; Prof. A. H.

Cottrell, Goldsmiths’ professor of metallurgy in the
University of Cambridge; Prof. B. Katz, professor of
biophysics in University College, London.

Director of the Bedford Institute of Oceanography,
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia : Dr. William L. Ford

Dr. Wirriam L. Forp, chief of personnel at the Canad-
ian Defence Research Board, has been appointed director
of the Bedford Institute of Oceanography at Dartmouth,
Nova Scotia, and will assume his post on April 1. Formerly
Dr. Ford was scientific adviser to the chief of the Naval
Staff, and besides being chief of personnel at the Defence
Research Board he was a member of the defence research
management committee. As director of the Bedford
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