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in the history of the philosophy of science, Among the ton
essay reviews may be mentioned D. T. Whiteside’s dis-
cussion of tho scientilic papers of Nowton; R. W.
Southern on technology and history; and D. 8. L. Card-
woll on scionce in the nineteonth contury. History of
Science is editod by A. C. Crombis and M, A. Hoskin and
published by W. Heffer and Sons, Ltd., Cambridge (papor
bound, 21s. not; ecloth bound, 30s. net).

The Society for the Promotion of Nature Reserves

THE 1963 Handbook of the Society for the Promotion
of Nature Ileserves includes, bosides the forty-minth
annual roport covering the year ended March 31, 1963,
and the accounts and balance sheet, a report on the
Council for Nuture, membership of which has risen to
339, and lists of the Society's reserves and local com-
mittoes, olficers and Couneil, Naturalists” Trusts and
members and associatos (’p. 44, London: Tho Society
for the Promotion of Naturo Roserves, British Musoum
(Naturnl History), 1863, 10s.). Annoxos to the report
list purchasca comploted during tho yoar with tho aid of
the Nuffield Loan Fund. The roport includes briof aceounts
of astivities during the year on tho Socicty’s own reserves,
and in that relating to Dancer’s End, Buckinghamshire,
roference is made to the pillage of wild flowers and tho
difficulty of rostricting such pillago.

African Engravings and Decorations

THE Museu do Dundo, run by the Portuguese Dismond
Co. of Angola (Diamang), hag long boen famous for its
splendid publieations coneerned with tho culturos, past
and prosent, of tho country. The latest, Cabagas Gravadas
da Lunda, by Mirio Fontinha and Acdeio Videira, is con-
verned with the engravings and decorations on calabashes,
which are used to-day ag drvinking-vessels, mugs, funnels,
boxes, ote. (Publicacoes Culturais No. 57. Pp., 178 (34
plates). Lisboa: Companhia de Diamantos de Angola,
1963). Tho engravings are made with a sharp knife, tho
blade being thick or thin according to the losser or greater
dolicacy of the strokes to bo made. The volume is largely
a picture book illustrating s considerable number of theso
engravings., For tho most part, conventionslized human
boings are depictod, somo of them very amusing to look
at. But snimals, equally stylized, and patterns also oceur.
One intoresting figuro represents & man driving a motor-
car. The economy of lino would probably pleaso many
modoern Furopean artists, For thoso interested in pre-
historic and primitive art it is always well to take note
of & modorn art group made by modorn primitive peoplos.
This work can be strongly recommonded, both for its
seiontific value and as an intriguing picture book.

Distance of the Andromeda Galaxy

THE late Dr. W. Baade wasg intorested in extending
our knowledge of tho stellar populations and obtaining
& moro accurate distance of the Andromoeda Galaxy., For
this purpose ho solocted a numbor of fiolds at varying
distances from the centre of the Galaxy and obtainod &
large numbor of photographs, Tho rosults for ono ficld
have now been complotod by his associate, Miss H. H.
Swope (Astronomical J., 68, 435; 1983), Thoy rofer to &
field 96’ south precoding the nuelous in a very distant
outer apiral arm, gelectod for its low contont of absorbing
matorial. More than 150 variablo stars have beon found,
and. of these, twonty Cepheids have boon investigated in
detail, obtaining brightnossos and poriods of varintion.
The Andromoda cepheids are systomatically reddened
in comparigon with those in our own Gulaxy, but it is
thought that this reddoning arises mainly in our Galaxy
and not in tho Andromods Calaxy. ‘The Cepheids are
further from tho centre of the Andromeds Gulaxy than
the Sun is from tho centre of our own Galaxy. The
unreddenod distance modulis turns out to be 4 24-20
magnitudes, The distance is 690 kiloparsoes (225 million
tight yours) with an uncortainty of at least 50 kiloparseus.
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Textile Research at the Lédz Technical University

Tux theory of flow in tho inulti-branched siphon is
developed in No. 9 of the Textile Sciences ( Wiikiennictwo)
sorios of the Seientific Bulletin of the Lddz Technical
University (Zeszyty Naukowe Politechniki Lidzkiej). This
siphon is tho main feature of Prof. Atunazy Boryniec’s
invention for spinning staplo viscose fibres in & hydraulic-
ally closod system to which gasos harmful to hoalth may
be confined. Othor pupers deal with the role of sulphurie
acid in the acetylation of cellulose; the uso of melamine—
urea-formaldehyde mixed precondensates for imparting
crease recovory to linens and viscoso- flax blends; benzyla-
tion of cellulose; stability of knots in fishing nets;
structural changes in polyscrylonitrile fibres during
drawing and heat troatment. Al papers are in Polish,
but thero are Russian and Inglish swnmarios, which are
suometimes oxtonsive. The Bulletin is mimeographed and
appoars about once a year. It is edited by Dr. Witold
Zurck, and copies are obtainable from Redakeja
Wydawnictw Naukowych Politochniki Y.odzkiej, LodZ,
Ghdatiska 155, Poland.

New Coagulant Aids for Removal of Suspended

Particles

Frocourants [acilitating removal of suspended solids
from sewage and industrial wastos, also in pre-treatment
of raw water similarly charged, arc now reinforced with
what aro described as . . . now coagulant aids . . . liquid,
water-migseible polyamines (cationic polyoelectrolytes)”.
These products are known as ‘Yrimofloe ¢-3° and *Primo-
floe 0-5" and are now being offored on a commercial scale
by Rohm and Haas, Philadelphia, Pa., well known for
their manulactures of plastics, synthetic resing and
chemicals for many industriel applications, A roecont
issue of the Rohm and Haas Reporter (21, No. 3; May-
June, 1963), a colourful and informative house-organ
(cdlistributod in Britain by Lennig Chemicals, Litd., Bedford
Row, London, W.CL1), gives full dotails of these com-
pounds, also of the many technical servicos offerod in the
wide field of their international activities.

Treatment of Tuberculosis

Brrone the advent of potent and anti-tuberculous
drugg, the rocovery of patients dopendea entirely on
natural and aequirod rosistance augmoented by supporting
treatmont. This inevitably resulted in a high mortality.
With the use of anti-tuberculous drugs, espocially strepto-
myein, isonicotinie acid hydrazide and para-aminosalicylic
acid, the prognosis of this formorly doadly disease changod
for the better. The application of adrenocorticotrophic
hormono or adrenal ecorticostoroids and their ansloguos
achieved equally promising results. When hormones wore
first used, reports wore discouraging beeause the hormone
was given alone or for the treatment of another disoaso
without encugh knowledge of the underlying tuberculous
losion. To-day, combincd breatment is increasingly used
and ofton without knowledge of all the facts. A com-
munication by Drs. Somchai Bovornkitti, Prasert
Kangsadal, Pairojana Qonsombatii and Damrong Bejrab-
laye of the Depsartmonts of Medicine and Physiology,
Faculty of Modicine, and Sirjnj TTospital, University of
Modical Secioncos, Dhonburi, Thailand, reports their
experionce on the use of prednisone conéurrently with
convontions! anti-tuberculons trestment in casos of
tuberculous plourisy with effusion (Jaepancse Jouwrnal of
Tuberenlosis, 10, No. 1.2, June, 1962). Twonty-threo
cagez of plourisy with effusion, prosumably tuberoulous
in origin, wero troatod with a combined régime of pred-
nisone  and  eonventional  anti-tuberoulons  drugs.
Prodnisono was used for & month. The results indicate
that the combined troatiuent is superior to the conven-
tional anti-tuberculous romodies used alone. Thoe resulis
of trontmoent were attributed to the desensitizirg proper.
ties of prodnisone on tubsreulin hyporsonsitivity,
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