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renewed in later yea.rs through his membership of the 
University boa.rd of studies and by his appointment 
as an examiner. 

His subsequent experience with Messrs. Boots led 
him into the fields of market research and bioassay, in 
which he ma.de several original contributions ; one 
of these, a method for obtaining confidence limits 
for a ratio, is now well known as Fieller's Theorem. 

Fieller served during the Second World War in the 
Operational Research Group of Fighter Command, 
R.A.F., part of the time as deputy to the officer-in­
charge. After the War he joined the National 
Physical Laboratory in charge of the Statistics Group 
of the newly formed Mathematics Division. This 
Group was eventually transferred to the Ministry of 
Supply and, on the dissolution of that Ministry, to 
the War Office. 

While on leave of absence from the Ministry of 
Supply, he fulfilled an assignment in Turkey for the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 

Nations. There he conducted a training course in 
sampling methods which enabled a national survey 
to be made. He ma.de many friends in Turkey, and 
his work there will have le.sting effect. 

In later years, when Fieller became a member of 
the International Statistical Institute, he made a 
particular point of seeking the acquaintance of the 
mathematical statisticians of other countries. These 
personal friendships must have made a considerable 
contribution to international understanding. 

Fieller's published work of earlier y ears on prob­
ability problems and on bioassa.y was supplemented 
later by a paper on fiducial limits ; in this, with his 
usual caution, he pointed out the consequences anrl 
paradoxes of a theory while reserving judgment on 
controversial points. 

The pleasure he took in social contacts, his under­
standing of others and his fund of anecdotes, ma.de 
him a good companion who will be missed in many 
places. E. D. VAN REST 

NEWS and VIEWS 
Entomology at the British Museum (Natural 

History) : Dr. W. E. China, C.B.E. 
DR. W. E. CHINA, who retires from his post as 

keoper of the Department of Entomology in the 
Brit:sh Museum (Natural History) at the end of 
January, is a world authority on the insect order 
Hemiptera. During his thirty-nine years of service 
on the ate.ff of the Department he has published more 
than two hundred papers on the structure, taxonomy, 
evolution and zoo-geographical distribution of this 
group of insects. After his retirement he intends to 
return to th's work, which his administrative duties 
as keeper have interrupted. He became deputy 
keeper in 1945 and was largely responsible, under the 
keeper, Mr. N. D. Riley, for the rehabilitation of the 
Department of Entomology after the war-time bomb­
ing and ~ho return of the National collection of insects, 
much of which had been evacuated. On the comple­
tion of the new building in 1951 he was concerned with 
the keeper in organizing the re-a.lloca.tion of the entire 
entomological collection. He was appointed keeper 
in 1955. Dr. China. is a. foreign member of the 
Societas pro Fauna et Flora. Fennica. and correspond­
ing member of the Societe Entomologique d'Egypte. 
In 1959, he was appointed assistant secretary of the 
International Commission. on Zoological Nomen­
clature. 

Engine Research, Ministry of Aviation : 
Mr. Peter Lloyd, C.B.E. 

MR. PETER LLOYD has been appointed director 
genera.I engine research and development, Ministry 
of Aviation, in succession to Mr. R. H. Weir, who is 
now director of the National Gas Turbine Establish­
ment, Pyestock. Born in 1907, Mr. Lloyd went from 
Greshams School, Holt, to Trinity College, Cambridge, 
in 1925, where he took the Natural Science Tripos, 
Parts l and 2 (chemistry) . After a yea.r's research 
under Dr. (now Sir) Eric Rideal and a. year in 
the German chemical industry, he was with the 
Gas Light and Coke Co. from 1931 until 1940 in 
charge of research on the industrial utilization of gas. 
In 1940 he joined tho Royal Aircraft Establishment 

working first for Prof. G. T. R. Hill in the Air Defence 
Department at Exeter, and then in 1941 under Hayne 
Constant and W.R. Ha"'i;horne in the turbine division 
of the Engine Department. With that team he trans­
ferred to Power Jets, Research and Development, 
Ltd., at Pyestock, in 1944, and soon after that body 
became the National Gas Turbine Establishment he 
became a deputy director. During the first pa.rt of 
this period his work was mainly concerned with com­
bustion researches including studies of spontaneous 
ignition characteristics at high temperatures and the 
evaporation and burning characteristics of liquid fuel 
drops in high-speed air streams. Latterly he assumed 
a more general responsibility for Pyestock's research 
on aerodynamic, mechanical and metallurgical pro­
blems. Following two visits to Australia in connexion 
with the work of the Commonwealth Advisory 
Aeronautical Research Council, he was posted to 
Australia in 1960 as temporary head of the Ministry 
of Aviation St!}ff, during the period of recent negotia­
tion with the Australian Government on space 
research. Peter Lloyd is a mountaineer who has 
taken part in three Himalayan expeditions, including 
the 1938 attempt on Everest, in the course of which 
he made the first comparative trial between open­
and closed-circuit equipments. As a member of the 
Himalayan Joint Committee of the Alpine Club and 
the Royal Geographical Society he was closely con­
cerned with the assaults on Everest, being responsible 
for the provision of the oxygen equipment used in the 
successful assault. 

Monsanto Chemicals, Ltd. : Senior Scientist 
DR. I. S. W1LSON has been appointed senior scientist 

to Monsanto Chemicals, Ltd. This appointment is 
part of a Monsanto scheme under which outstanding 
scientists on the company's staff may receive proper 
recognition of their status while continuing to 
specialize in scientific or technical work rather than 
accepting increased administrative responsibility. 
In his new capacity Dr. Wilson will be free to devote 
his whole time to research on effluent treatment 
and the microbiological breakdown of organic 
compounds. 
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