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ﬂ, NEWS and VIEWS

Geology at Birmingham : Prof. L. J. Wills

Pror. L. J. WiLLs retires from the chair of geology
in the Univer: of Birmingham at the end of this
session. Prof. %la like his predecessors, has shown
that he is )a? na¥row spegialist, and one has only to
look at & lls\\()akus or read his books to realize
this. een & stratigrapher in the
w1dest nse, and, when carrying out detailed
p montdlogical work has always had in view the

&a,t

the plants or animals he is describing were
g organisms making up part of the environ-
in which they lived. His early work on the
ﬂora and faunas of the Bromsgrove Trias gave a
picture of a desert oasis with its inhabitants of
scorpions living among the cycads; later his work
on the Geological Survey took him on to the North
Welsh Lower Palmozoic rocks of the Llangollen
syncline, an area excellent for the teaching of young
students, and many generations of Birminghai
undergraduates have benefited from visits under his
guidance to this distriect. Another line of research
which Prof. Wills has followed deals with the history
of the Dee and Severn Rivers, and in this he has
elueidated the history of these rivers and their
relationship to the glacial episodes of the West
Midlands and North Wales. Perhaps his most
striking pieces of work, however, are his two books,
“The Physiographic Evolution of Britain” and the
“Paleeogeography of the Midlands”. These epitomize
his teaching of stratigraphy and have influenced
teaching not only in Birmingham but also in all the
universities throughout Great Britain. His many
friends and former students will wish him many
years of happy and fruitful retirement, for, like so
many geologists, he shows no sign of growing old.

G Prof. F. W. Shotton

Pror. F. W. SHOTTON, of the University of Sheftield,
who succeeds Prof. Wills, is a native of Coventry
and was educated at Bablake School, gaining an open
scholarship to Si ussex College, Cambridge.
After uating, hé\Spent a year on research at
Cambrid Duxjn, 28-36 he was a lecturer in
geol i tl ersity of Birmingham, returning
to Cﬁ%ld &N e latter year as a lecturer. He
ed,inYhe v from 1940 to 1945, being geological
% to H.Q{Middle East during 1941-43, and later
he %erved with the Twenty-First Army Group in
Normandy and Belgium. After the War he was
appointed professor of geology in the University of
Sheffield (see Nature, 155, 664 ; 1945).
East Malling Research Station:  Dr, F. R. Tubbs
Dr. F. R. Tusss, who has been appointed director
of the East MaJling Research Station in succession to
Sir Ronald Hgftton, took up his new duties on July 1.
Dr. Tubbs, #rho ig forty-one, studied at the Imperial
cience and Technology. After graduating,

e scholarship in plant physiology. For work on
ect of manurial deficiency upon the mechanical
ngth of barley straw, carried out under the
direction of Dr. F. G. Gregory at Rothamsted, he
was awarded the degree of M.Sc. After spending six
months at the East Malling and ILong Ashton
Research Stations, he proceeded to Ceylon in 1930
to found a Department of Plant Physiology at the
Tea Research Institute of Ceylon. In 1935 he was
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awarded the degree of Ph.D. in the University of
London for a thesis on the influence of climate and
type of pruning on the growth of tea. He also studied
methods of vegetative propagation, selection, etc., of
the tea bush. After serving in the Army from 1939,
he was placed on the retired list in December 1945
with the rank of lieut.-colonel, and returned to
Ceylon to resume his investigations at the Tea
Research Institute. He returned to Britain in 1948
to take up an appointment as manager in charge of
the Horticultural Division of the Food Research
Organisation of Messrs. Lever Bros. and Unilever,
Ltd., at Sharnbrook, Bedfordshire. ’H‘
Statistics in the University of London :
Dr. M. G. Kendall
Dr. M. G. Kenparr has been appointed to a
newly created ,of statistics in the University of
London andWwill thke up his appointment in Qctober
the London\ School of Eeonomics. Dr. Kendall
i thematjcs at Cambridge (Wrangler,
administrative class of the
; He became head of the
ics jgence Branch of the Ministry of
8, resigning in 1941 to accept the
at the Chamber of Shipping. He
became joint assistant general manager at the
Chamber in 1946. Dr. Kendall’s interests have been
largely in mathematical statistics, on which he has
written numerous papers ; but he has also published
work on the applications of statistics to problems
of agriculture, shipping, etc. He has written the
standard text-book on the ‘“‘Advanced Theory of
Statistics”. Dr. Kendall has also published “Tables
of Random Sampling Numbers”’ (with B. Babington
Smith, 1939), “Contributions to the Study of Oseil-
latory Time-Series” (1946) and ‘“‘Rank Correlation
Methods’ (1948). He has been very active in the
Royal Statistical Society, in which he has held
various offices ; the Society awarded him its Silver
Medal in 1946. Among the more recent of Dr.
Kendall’s distinctions have been his election to the
International Statistical Institute in 1948, and the
award this year of the degree of Se.D. of the Univer-
sity of Cambridge.

9
all over the Britgx Isles

een issued by the Under-
or Air relating to the recent
shortage of gainfsll over the British Isles and its
effect upon\é ountry’s water-supply. In it atten-
tion is direc to warnings given by water engineers
that aygr,mich of England there is likely to be a
shorta of water during the next few months, and

s fo lowed by some statistics of recent rainfall,

some notes on the meteorological aspects of the
snt tion. It is pointed out that the threat of short-
age of supply is greatest for south-east England,
where reliance is placed mainly on deep-seated water
supply ; that deep water sources there are dependent
for replenishment upon winter rainfall being at
least up to the average. Much of the summer fall is
lost by evaporation or taken up by vegetation, so that
little or none percolates to great depths ; moreover,
most of south-east England had less than 70 per
cent of its averagg rainfall during the period October
1948 to March 1949. The winter was not only dry,
but also very mild. After the eight winters in the
last fifty years that have been both mild and dry,
the succeeding spring and summer were dry as often
as they were wet, therefore no expectation of a return
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