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ton he held the chair. In December 1944 he was
appointed to the chair of physics at University
College, Swansea, the appointment to take effect
after demobilization; but by the courtesy of the
College was released from this and enabled to join
Adam Hilger, Ltd., where his specialist knowledge
and administrative experience will be of particular
value. During the War he was in charge of operational
research at the Air Ministry and was deputy director
of science and deputy scientific adviser ; and, since
December 1944, when Sir George Thomson retired
from the post, he has been acting as scientific adviser,
pending a peace-time appointment. He has specialized
in spectroscopy, first in atomic spectra, later in the
Raman effect.

Science in the United Nations Organisation

AMEMORANDUM by Mr. Guy B. Gresford, Australian
scientific research liaison officer in London, entitled
“The Scientist and the Economic and Social Council”’,
after referring to the major part played by the man
of science in the Second World War and to some of
the achievements which have been among its most
striking features, points out that, particularly among
the United Nations, scientific workers were called
in at the highest level in the prosecution of the War,
to help in formulating as well as in the execution of
plans. Mr. Gresford’s memorandum argues that it is
just as important that the man of science should
play his part in the international organizations
designed to ensure economic and social progress for
mankind as a whole. His place in the functional
organizations is obvious ; but Mr. Gresford points out
that it is equally necessary for him to be included
within the scope of the Economic and Social Council,
which, in securing expanding economic and social
progress, must rely largely on scientific and technical
knowledge. In planning for the future, the Council
must refer to scientific experts, not only to ascertain
the present state of knowledgo as it affects a par-
ticular project, but also to attempt to forecast the
progress likely to be made in the future before effect
can be given to the plans. Mr. Gresford illustrates
his argument by reference to the interaction of rubber
production in tropical areas to the manufacture of
synthetic rubber, and the relation of long-term hydro-
electric schemes to the development of atomic energy.

Accordingly, Mr. Gresford urges that the place of
the scientific worker on the Council should be that of
a full working partner; only thus can the Council
take the longest view and ensure that changes brought
about by scientific developments occur gradually and
without deleterious effects. Interchange between the
economist, the social worker and the man of science
must be complete and at all levels. The Council will
require the best scientific advice that it is possible
to obtain, and should have at its call the leading
scientific men of all fields. For this purpose, Mr.
Gresford, like Dr. J. Needham (see Nature, 156, 401,
558 ; 1945), suggests the establishment of a standing
scientific commission to advise the Council on all
scientific matters, as well as a small permanent
scientific secretariat, and technical advisory com-
mittees of distinguished men of science to deal with
particular projects outside the scope of the inter-
national functional organizations. The standing
commission would consist of twelve to fifteen members
with an initial period of service of, say, three years,
and the secretariat would be composed chiefly of
fairly young scientific workers with an administrative
bent, seconded for a few years from national scientific
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organizations. If the Council established regional
offices in connexion with the specialist organizations
of the United Nations, Mr. Gresford suggests that
the scientific side might establish an international
liaison service, but on rather more modest lines than
those proposed by Dr. Needham.

The Industrial Research Bill

TeE Industrial Research Bill introduced recently
into the House of Lords by Lord Barnby is intended
to improve and strengthen the existing machinery
for forming and operating industrial research
associations in Great Britain. It is an ‘Enabling Bill’
under which the majority of interests in any industry
can, if they so desire, put forward to the Board of
Trade a scheme for operating a co-operative industrial
research association. The Board of Trade will
approve the scheme if adequate arrangements have
not already been made to undertake the scientific
research. provided for by the scheme, if the scheme
is in the national interest and if the promoters appear
to represent at least half of the industry concerned,
but the scheme will only operate if after such approval
at least 75 per cent of the firms in the industry vote
in favour. Special minority interests will be per-
mitted to obtain exemption if they have already made
their own adequate arrangements for scientific
regearch, if they are too specialized to derive any
benefit from a research association or if payment of
contributions would involve serious financial hard-
ship. The levy is not to exceed one per cent of the
turnover or revenue of any firm. While the Bill
does not deal with the scale of Government financial
contributions towards the funds of the research
associations, it is assumed that State aid would be
forthcoming on a generous scale, in view both of the
present arrangements and categorical assurances as
to the intention of the Government to give the
maximum support to scientific research and technical
development.

Relics of Peking Man

AccorpING to a New York correspondent of The
Times, American agents have recovered from the
Imperial University, Tokyo, crude tools, a carved
tooth, jewellery and other objects looted by Japanese
men of science from the cave at Choukoutien, in
China, of the Peking man (Sinanthropus pekinensis).
They will be returned to the National Geological
Survey of China. Letters seized with the relics dis-
closed that the Japanese were never able to discover
in a three-year search where the Chinese had hidden
the skeleton remains of Sinanthropus pekinensis.

Rh and Blood Transfusion

THE future of the blood-transfusion services has
been the subject of much anxious thought among
those who have helped to create and man them and
also among the general public. One important aspect
of their future is discussed in a leading article in the
Lancet (112, July 28, 1945). This is the possibility
that Rh-positive blood may be transfused into an
Rh-negative individual. The first transfusion of the
Rh-positive blood causes the development of anti-Rk
agglutinins in the serum, so that a subsequent trans-
fusion of Rh-positive blood may produce an incom-
patibility reaction exactly similar to that which
occurs when Group 4 blood is transfused into a
Group B person, namely, hzmolysis of the incom-
patible blood cells and possibly jaundice or hemo-
globinuria. This reaction may be mild, severe or
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