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NEWS and VIEWS 
Food Yeast 

BECAUSE, in contrast with animal protein, plant 
protein is poor in some of the B vitamins although 
rich in others, it is important to supply the missing 
types to human and animal diets when plant pro
tein is consumed. Recently it has been found that 
micro-organisms build up all the members of the 
vitamin B group and that their protein is of the 
same high nutritive value as animal protein. These 
facts have been the basis of recent work at the 
Chemical Research Laboratory, Department of Scien
tific and Industrial Research, which has led to the 
production of 'Food Yeast'. For the factory in 
Jamaica, an organism has been developed at the Labor
atory from a yeast used during the War of 1914-18 for 
feeding purposes·; though at the time nothing was 
known about its vitamin content. The organism 
developed is double the size of that originally tried. 
This facilitates large-scale manufacture and the pro
duct is somewhat richer in some of the B vitamins 
than the original type. When dry it contains as 
much as 50 per cent of high-grade protein, approach
ing in nutritive value to meat and fish . protein. Its 
vitamin B content is definitely higher than that of 
animal protein, including liver. 

The product known as 'Food Yeast', which has 
resulted from the researches of the Chemical Research 
Laboratory, has a slightly meaty taste and is of a 
light straw colour. It can be mixed with water or 
milk or added to soups and stews, to which it imparts 
a pleasant meaty taste. It could be successfully in
corporated into biscuits and could, if added to flour, 
yield a most palatable loaf; 5 per cent of it, added 
to a 2 lb. loaf, would increase its nutritive value as 
much as would the addition of a i lb. of beefsteak 
or two eggs. Food Yeast can be produced from waste 
molasses when nitrogen in the form of ammonia or 
a.mmonium salts is a.dded, and its production is ex
tremely rapid. A continuous process has been de
veloped : a solution of molasses and the necessary 
ammonia and phosphate enter one end of a vat, and 
an equivalent volume of yeast in suspension is with
drawn from the other. Thus a product containing 
a high concentration of B vitamins and a high-grade 
protein is made in a matter of hours. This may be 
significant during the immediate post-war period 
when the depleted animal stock of Europe will be in
sufficient to provide meat and milk for the underfed 
populations of tlie occupied countries. In the tropical 
and sub-tropical countries it may also find an im
portant application, for native diets are often de
ficient in vitamin B. It is estimated that Food Yeast 
can be supplied at 6d. per lb., and -! oz. taken daily 
would ensure to the native a sufficiency of B vitamins. 

Great Britain and Latin American Culture 
THE British Council was first established at the 

end of 1934 with the purpose of disseminating in 
foreign countries knowledge of the English language, 
British institutions and British contributions to 
science, medicine and the arts. Since then, a large 
network of institutes has grown up w1der the 
Council's auspices in Latin America, as in other 
parts of the world. But a one-way cultural pro
gramme is incomplete : what is needed is a two-way 
traffic of cultural relations. It is no less desirable 
that people in Britain should be informed of Latin 
American life and thought than that Latin Americans 

should be informed about British thought and 
customs. The anonymous donation of £30,000' 
received by the British Government for the pro
motion of cultural relations with Latin America is 
thus most opportune. The donors have asked that 
the gift be at the disposal of the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs and the chairman of the British 
Council. They have decided that £20,000 is to be 
set aside as part of the British contribution to the 
establishment of an Institute of Latin American 
Culture in London after the War. One of the projects 
which will be carried out with the remainder will be 
the provision of a science laboratory for an important 
boys' school in South America, conducted on British 
lines. This news will undoubtedly have an encourag
ing effect in the Latin American Republics. It will 
show them that Great Britain wants, not . to impose 
British cultural propaganda on them, but to secure 
exchange of information on a basis of equality. 

Czechoslovak Degrees at Oxford 
A UNIQUE ceremony was performed in the Sheldon

ian Theatre, Oxford, on February 27, when the Vice
Chancellor of the Vniversity presided, at the request 
of the Czechoslovak Government, at the conferment 
on a group of Czechoslovak medical_ students of 
degrees of their own universities. The occasion had 
a practical and also a symbolic aspect. Czechoslovak 
students who have been able to complete their 
studies in Great Britain were thus acknowledged as 
trained workers, and given a status which will be 
readily recognized in their own country when the 
time comes for them to return and minister to their 
own people. They will not have to labour under 
the disadvantages sometimes inherent in possessing 
'foreign' qualification. But there is also the wider 
significance of the event. One of the nld universities 
of Great Britain, through its highest resident official, 
the Vice-Chancellor, gave itself for the time being 
to the use of the universities of Czechoslovakia, so 
that the jealously guarded privilege of the confer
ment of degrees might still be theirs. The difference 
between the treatment accorded to university and 
other students by the United Nations and by the 
Axis Powers needs no emphasis here : it is sufficient 
to refer to the numerous measures which have been 
taken to facilitate the continuance of their studies by 
foreign students in the free countries, and to contrast 
these conditions with the wholesale persecution 
to which they have been subjected in occupied Europe. 
The ceremony at Oxford was a fitting m&rk of the 
international character of learning. 

Agriculture and Nutrition 
MR. F. LE GRos CLARK delivered on February 19 

the first of a series of lectures arranged by the 
Harpenden Branch of the Association of Scientific 
Workers on "Agriculture and World Nutritional 
Needs". Speaking on "The Problems of a Freedom 
from Want Economy", he pointed out that in 
implementing the principles of the Atlantic Charter; 
the first need is the acceptance of standards of 
suitable nutrition applicable with slight modification 
to populations in all parts of the world. Such stan
dards can easily be agreed upon and should be 
subject to regular adjustment as knowledge advances. 
When these standards are applied to existing popula
tions, it appears that in the world as a whole food 
production . has fallen far short of requirements. In 
a given population, changes in income-level invariably 
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