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this half-century, notably those with physico-
chemical rather than biochemical basis. This was
probably part of the generally slow recognition of
enzyme processes as the mechanism of cell events, to
which Gowland Hopkins referred in 191331, Perhaps
at the beginning of the century the progress of
chemotherapy was best served by emphasizing its
separateness from the rest of pharmacology?®?, as did
Ehrlich, but there is little doubt now that it will
progress best in association not only withfpharmaco-
logy, organic chemistry, and bacteriology, but also
with biochemistry and much of general biclogy, and
by its practical impetus contribute to the progress
of all these subjects.
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OBITUARIES
Dr. H. G. Stead

“We have, indeed, suffered a severe and heavy
loss at an important and formative period in the
history of British education.” This is the tribute and
the regret of the President of the Board of Education,
at the death on January 3 of Dr. H. G. Stead. Into
his fifty-four years Dr. Stead had packed more than
most men. First assistant master at a primary school,
then mathematics master at a grammar school, then
& lecturer in a techmical school, he had a wide and
varied experience ‘at the blackboard’ such as few
of our educational administrators possessed. Per-
haps that goes a long way towards explaining why
his lectures and his writings were always so im-
pressively concrete and so gladly received by teachers.

‘When he became an administrator, Dr. Stead did
not cease to be an educator. His vision was clear and
his energy and enthusiasm impressive. This unusual
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combination of idealism and realism was largely re-
sponsible for making the small borough of Chester-
field something of a Mecca for educationists. Here
they could see in workaday operation many of the
reforms for which Dr. Stead had so vigorously
pleaded ; here they could come for the refreshing ex-
perience of his conversation ; and here for the first
time many who had been influenced by his writings
came to appreciate the grave physical disabilities
under which he suffered.

For those who knew him well, Dr. Stead’s triumph
over the results of his war injuries was an inspiration.
Daunted neither by late hours nor Derbyshire snows,
he would battle through to his small adult class in &
neighbouring village; and if by any chance he could
not get back home to Ashover, he knew that he had
many friends who would be delighted to entertain
him. This gift of friendship was perhaps one of Dr.
Stead’s most striking characteristics. His vision was
so penetrating and his wit so sharp that he might
well have alienated his acquaintances; but always
there was that mischievous twinkle in his eye to save
the situation and to cement the friendship.

After retiring from his administrative post, Dr.
Stead became organizing secretary of the New Educa-
tion Fellowship, and gave full rein to his evangelism.
Touring the country under war-time travelling diffi-
culties, doubled by his physical disability, he brought
to meetings large and small a realization of the social
context of educational reform. His latest book,
“The Education of the Community”’, stands out from
most others in its erystal clarity and its uncompromis-
ing honesty. Add to those two qualities the two
others of a gently mischievous humour and an in-
domitable will, and there is a portrait of Harry
Stead. Cyrir Biesy.

Ir, as there is good reason for believing, an Educa-
tion Bill is shortly to be presented to Parliament, no
one man’s contribution towards that desirable end
has been greater than the contribution of Dr. H. G.
Stead. His professional experience for the work he
was doing was admirably wide and varied. This
enabled him, practically and expertly, to examine
the education system and to make sound and far-
reaching proposals for its improvement ; but merely
to say that he made proposals would be to present a
thin and colourless picture of Stead. The real picture
is one of a colourful, dynamic yet intensely sym-
pathetic personality. He did not merely examine the
education system in the manner of the cold and care-
ful administrator. He had formed his own very
clear ideas concerning reforms which he was deeply
convinced were essential to the practical implementa-
tion of the democratic ideal. He wrote prolifically
about his ideals; he went about the country tire-
lessly and persistently and lectured about them.
He read and he listened to those who appeared
to differ from him on method or principle, but every-
one with whom he talked or worked or argued recog-
nized his brilliance, his clear vision of the shape of
things to come, and, above all, his kindliness and his
passionate sincerity. It is difficult, at this juncture,
to sum up his work. Generalization is notoriously
difficult and uncertain, but in the planning of the
new system which he envisaged, it seems clear that,
if civies be the “most architectonic of the arts”, he
pointed the way by which that art might illumine
and widen both the process and end of education.

J. WickHAM MURRAY.
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