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In the domestic sphere an improvement in the
efficiency of heating apparatus might play a greater
part in the conservation of coal than would the
development of the rather scanty sources of available
water-power. The possibility of using the energy of the
condensate from power stations offers good prospects
when planned in combination with intensive horti-
culture on a large scale and industries requiring
considerable quantities of process steam.

Prof. Fortescue outlined the facilities and training
which in his view should be made awvailable to young
men entering upon engineering careers in the post-
war years. The school-leaving age will probably be
raised to 15 or 16, and four or five years will be
needed after that for training in the sciences and for
workshop instruction. A further two or three years
should be devoted to subject-matter chosen from
engineering practice, mathematies applied to engineer-
ing problems, industrial economics, works adminis-
tration or industrial psychology. The student’s final
award would depend on the work done during the
first four or five years and on the presentation of a
satisfactory thesis covering the work of the later
years ; at the conclusion of this, the student should
be ready to take his place in productive industry.

Prof. Fortescue makes a plea for the thorough
investigation by engineers of the relative advantages
of road and rail transport in Great Britain and also
in such other spheres as the public health services
and agriculture. The necessary researches would
need to be condueted on a national seale, possibly by
a national research insgtitution or perhaps an extended
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research.

Then there will be the urgent and difficult problem
of reabsorbing men into industry from the Armed
Forces without dislocating the lives of those who have
remained in industry. Tentatively it is suggested
that all the younger men in industry be gradually
drafted into the Forces, after the War, for two or
three years of military duty, their places being taken
by men of suitable qualifications now in the Forces.
By the time the young men from industry have
completed these military duties, industry should be
in a position gradually to re-absorb them.

Another problem of the immediate post-war period
is that of ensuring that all large schemes of industrial
replanning are given adequate consideration by our
most capable and far-seeing men; during the
first fow yvears after the War reconstruction should
be limited to that urgently required for those who
are without homes as a result of the War.
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