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THE UNIVERSITY OF ORISSA

URING the first decade of this century,
mainly as the result of the recommendations
of the Curzon Commission culminating in the
Universities Act of 1904, the older Indian universi-
ties, Madras, Bombay, Calcutta and the Punjab,
modified their examination requirements and
effected fundamental alterations in the teaching
in their affiliated colleges. Unfortunately, the
university examinations in their various grades
from the matriculation upwards continued to be
recognized as qualifications for admission to the
various Civil Services, since only for a few appoint-
ments, such as those in the Finance Department,
was there a special Civil Service examination.
The linking of the Civil Services with the uni-
versities has had the unfortunate result of over-
crowding the colleges with students, in many
cases of mediocre ability, and has so to some
extent nullified the beneficial effect of the improved
courses of study. Two other factors have also
contributed to still further overcrowding : first,
the continued though welcome spread of primary
and secondary education, and secondly, the increas-
ing desire for a training in the methods of science.
This increasing demand for higher education has
resulted in the opening of a large number of new
institutions of university rank throughout the
Indian Empire. Unlike the older federal uni-
versities, the majority of these new universities
have been of the unitary teaching type, as exem-
plified in the University of Lucknow. At the same
time, the older universities have in all cases made
themselves directly responsible for much of the
post-graduate teaching.

In 1938 the Government of Orissa recognized the
necessity of reorganizing the higher education in
the Province, and it appointed a representative
committee under the chairmanship of Pandit
Nilkantha Das to examine the question of establish-
ing a university in the Province. This committee
presented its report* last June, and it unanimously
recommends that a university of a modified
affiliating type should be established. Tt is
suggested that the university should in the first
instance be purely affiliating, but that it should
later be responsible for the post-graduate teaching.
The administrative structure recommended for the
new university is very similar to that of the
University of Madras.

While many may regard it as somewhat retro-
grade to establish a new university of the affiliating
type, it must be borne in mind that Orissa is a
small and not too well-endowed province. The
principal college of university standing is the
Ravenshaw College at Cuttack, and this will be the

* Supplement to the Orissa Gazette, July 4, 1941,
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nucleus of the teaching university. It would,
however, scarcely be economic if the teaching
centres at Parlakimedi and Berhampur were to be
closed down. From the figures given in the Com-
mittee’s report, it is clearly not anticipated that
the number of university students will be large,
the estimated size of the intermediate classes in arts
and science combined being about 400 students,
and although there is to be a Faculty of Law, there
is no provision for the teaching of medicine. It is
refreshing to note that the Committee recognizes
that teaching is not the sole function of a university,
but that facilities should also be available for
original work both in arts and science. It is not
unnatural that the Committee should recommend
that the post-graduate teaching in Oriya history,
language and literature should receive special
consideration. We trust that the new university
will soon be opened and be making its own con-
tribution to learning.

ORIGIN OF LANDSCAPE
FEATURES

Landscape

As Developed by the Processes of Normal Erosion.
By Prof. C. A. Cotton. Pp. xviii + 302 445 plates.
(Cambridge : At the University Press, 1941.)
21s. net.

ITHIN the last two decades there has been in

Britain a marked revival of interest in the
study of landscape features. The subject of
geomorphology, even in its more limited scope as
applied to the understanding of the surface
features of the earth, has attracted new workers
both from the fields of geology and geography,
and fresh methods of investigation have been
devised. The study of erosional geomorphology
represents perhaps the most important common
ground between geology and geography. In the
past geologists have varied in the emphasis which
they have laid on the study of ‘physical geo-
graphy’, but until recently they have treated it
mainly as part of an introductory course ; lately
there has been a greater tendency to regard it as
representing a more important branch of that
subject, and to recognize that future progress in
the investigation of landscape must depend on
workers whose geological training has brought them
some acquaintance with the methods of investiga-
tion needed for these fields of inquiry.

Prof. Cotton, who has written this latest volume
on Jandscape features and their origin, is in no
doubt as to the place of this study. “Notwith-
standing the close relation of the study and descrip-
tion of the natural landscape to geography’, he
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trusts that geologists will accept this account “of
the elementary principles of geomorphology as a
contribution to the literature of their science”
For he stresses the fact that the developmen’
of land forms has followed as a corollary of carlier
geological events, while an understanding of
geomorphic processes is essential for the inter-
pretation of geological history. It ma§y perhaps
also be added that a real appreciation of the geo-
logical time-scale is necessary if landscape features
are to be understood and correctly related to one
another.

In this volume Prof. Cotton has not attempted
to cover the whole field of land forms: he has
limited himself to those features developed by the
processes of “‘normal erosion’. This he takes to
include the results of atmospheric weathering
(predominantly chemical) combined with downhill
transportation of rock debris, mainly by rain and
running water. These processes develop ‘normal’
landscapes. He regards as special agencies those
which depend on climate, whether arid or glacial,
and on marine erosion, the effects of which are
confined to the land margins. While this limita-
tion enables the author to deal more adequately
with the processes which have modified the
earth’s surface over the widest areas, it has some
disadvantages, for since the development of the
present land surfaces began there have been great
changes in the distribution of climatic regions, and
it would be impossible to deseribe the landscape
features of many regions, especially in the northern
hemisphere, in terms of normal erosion. This is,
of course, fully recognized by the author, and he
has found himself compelled to refer to some of the
features due to more special agencies.

Geomorphologists owe a great deal to three
American pioneers, Gilbert, Powell and W. M.
Davis; Prof. Cotton acknowledges this indebted-
ness not merely by the dedication of his book to
their memory, but also by many references to their
work and opinions. This must not be taken to
imply that the book is formal, or lacks up-to-date
references : it presents an original and comprehen.
sive account of the results of normal erosion,
differing in outlook and emphasis from other books
of similar scope, and dealing with the landscape of
regions in all parts of the world.

Probably this wide choice of less familiar
examples will be one of the most fruitful features
of this volume, particularly since the illustrations
lend such a distinction to the writing. For Prof.
Cotton has supplied more than two hundred text-
figures ; most of them are new and many are
beyond praise. His ‘block-diagrams’ are parti-
cularly successful, and convey the relation
between structure and surface features in a way
that will stimulate the geological student and will
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