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Private Estates and Forestry 
A PAPER on this subject was read by Major C. P. 

Ackers before the Royal Society of Arts on February 
26, 1941. Some introductory remarks on the history 
of forestry in Great Britain were made and forestry 
education was alluded to. It is incorrect to say that 
forestry education seriously started at Oxford under 
the late Sir William Somerville. The late Sir William 
Schlich took forestry to Oxford when the R.I.E. 
C'ollege, Coopers Hill, was closed in 1905. Somerville 
was the first lecturer in forestry at the University of 
Edinburgh ; afterwards his connexion was with 
agriculture. Major Ackers correctly states that the 
position of British woodlands of all types and owner­
ship had sunk to a very low management before the 
War of 1914-18 and with the exception of the 
afforestation work of the Forestry Commission and 
a few isolated private instances the management has 
scarcely improved since. 

Some of the author's ideas for improvement of 
forestry in Great Britain will not receive general 
!>ndorsement. Sylviculturally the suggestion that 
whenever the prospects are reasonably in favour, 
mixed crops of conifers and hardwoods should be 
grown, is sound. Such mixtures are admittedly more 
difficult to manage than pure crops or mixed crops 
of conifers. But it is true to say that in many parts 
of England and certain parts of Scotland and Wales 
they would fulfil soil requirements and the local 
country-side markets, besides re-introducing small 
local industries. Although it must remain true that 
Great Britain could never grow enough wood, etc., 
to supply the requirements of its population, yet with 
equal truth it may be asseverated that a long-term 
policy is essential. Such an indispensable condition 
has so far never been conceded by either Government 
Clr private owner. 

Swine Influenza in Britain 
IN a paper on this subject read before the Section 

of Comparative Medicine of the Royal Society of 
Medicine on April 23, Mr. F. Blakemore said that 
swine influenza has been extensively studied in 
America and a somewhat similar disease named 
Ferkelgrippe has been described in Germany and 
most European countries, including Northern Ireland. 
It has not been recorded in Great Britain, but many 
clinicians maintain that a specific pneumonia causes 
considerable loss, so that it is important to study the 
etiology of the disease and ascertain its relationship 
to conditions investigated elsewhere. An outbreak 
of influenza affecting pigs 10-14 weeks old in which 
the symptoms were typical of those described by 
Shope in America was investigated. In severe cases 
there was a lobular pneumonia affecting principally 
the anterior lobes. The mortality was low but 
recovery was slow. 

Hremophilus inftuenzre was recorded from half the 
pigs examined, and the presence of a virus was 
demonstrated by the intranasal instillation of a 
filtrate of pneumonic lung. The virus was after­
wards established in ferrets, and neutralizing anti­
bodies were demonstrated in the blood of convalescent 

pigs to the ferret-adapted virus. An investigation of 
a further four selected outbreaks of pneumonia in 
pigs revealed the presence of a virus and in two of 
these the agent was adapted to the ferret. Hremophilus 
inftuenzre was obtained from only a few of the pigs ; 
other infecting bacteria were Pasteurella suiseptica, 
Br. bronchiseptica, Salmonella, streptococci and un­
identified Gram-positive bacilli. An attempt was 
made to ascertain the incidence of influenza! pneu­
monia by examining the lungs of pigs at a public 
slaughterhouse. Lesions of the kind found in out­
breaks previously studied were observed in a pro­
portion of cases. Hrerrwphilus injluenzre was recovered 
from three of forty affected lungs obtained from the 
slaughterhouse. Transmission experiments with 
material from two lungs were carried out. The 
disease was readily reproduced in pigs, and one of 
the strains was later adapted to the ferret. 

Effect of Low Temperatures on Aircraft Metals 
TEMPERATURES as low as - 60° C. may be reached 

by parts of the structures of aircraft flying at great 
heights. S. J. Rosenberg (J. Res., Nat. Bur. Stand., 
25, 673; 1940) has examined the effect of low 
temperatures, down to -78° C., upon the tensile 
properties, hardness, and impact resistance of metals 
commonly used in building aircraft. For the materials 
tested, including ferritic steels, austenitic stainless 
steels and nickel alloys and light metal alloys (Al­
and Mg-base), none of these mechanical properties 
was adversely affected by low temperatures with the 
exception of a decrease in impact resistance of 
ferritic steels as the temperature fell. In common 
with all papers published in this journal, the present 
paper may be bought as a separate reprint (Research 
Paper R.P. 1347), from the Superintendent of Docu­
ments, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, 
D.C. 

Dr. James Hope 
DR. JAMES HoPE, one of the most eminent London 

physicians of the first half of the nineteenth century 
and one who contributed much to our knowledge of 
diseases of the heart, was born at Stockport, Cheshire, 
on February 23, 1801, the tenth of a family of twelve. 
He studied medicine at Edinburgh, where he qualified 
in 1825 with a thesis on aneurysm of the aorta. 
After spending two years in foreign travel including 
a year in Paris under Chomel, he settled in London 
in 1828 and soon acquired an extensive practice. He 
made numerous contributions to periodic literature 
on heart disease, and in 1831 published his chief 
work entitled "A Treatise on Diseases of the Heart 
and Great Vessels", which comprised a new view of 
the physiology of the heart's action according to 
which the physical signs are explained. In the 
following year he was elected a fellow of the Royal 
Society. In 1834 he was elected assistant physician 
and in 1839 full physician to St. George's Hospital. 
His second most important work was published in 
1833 and 1834, entitled "Principles and Illustrations 
of Morbid Anatomy adapted to the Elements of 
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