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INDUSTRIAL INJURIES IN APPOINTMENTS VACANT 
WAR-TIME 

A REPORT by Prof. H. Levy on "War and 
Industrial Injuries" which has been issued by 

the Fabian Society (Tract Series No. 253) emphasizes 
the importance in the war effort of the fitness of the 
army of industrial workers behind the soldier, and 
directs attention to the cost of industrial accidents 
not only in sums paid for compensation but· also in 
the loss of working time, both direct and indirect. In 
present circumstances it is emphasized that we must 
use to the full every ounce of man-power we possess 
that can be employed on production and that the 
present arrangements for preventing accidents and 
still more for the treatment of injuries and of industrial 
disease result in a very great and unnecessary waste 
of man-power-a wastage which is likely to be 
enormously increased under war conditions. 

Prof. Levy therefore urges that one of the most 
important single contributions to the war effort would 
be the immediate introduction of expedients designed 
both to minimize the occurrence of accidents and to 
improve the facilities for treating the injuries resulting 
from them. The proposals put forward are essentially 
intended for the consideration of the Royal Com­
mission on Workmen's Compensation, as any final 
solution involves drastic reform both of the law of 
workmen's compensation and the system of National 
Health Insurance. The main purpose, however, of 
any immediate proposals should be to create through­
out the industry of this country institutions charged 
with the continuous and positive duty of preventing 
accidents so far as possible, and, where accidents 
occur, of providing for rapid and effective treatment 
of the victim. The changes now being made in 
factory administration, and the establishment under 
the chairmanship of Mr. Ernest Bevin of a new 
Factory and Welfare Advisory Board, provide a unique 
opportunity to use the new powers of the Ministry 
of Labour to extend and develop this type of organiza­
tion over the whole of industry. 

With regard to organization, the essential is that 
for a well-established industry of any size those who 
are vitally concerned in the running of the industry 
and who understand its problems should he entrusted 
with the task of preserving its man-power. Where 
joint standing committees do not exist, associations 
of employers and employees should be asked to form 
committees and compulsion brought to bear if this 
is not done voluntarily within a limited period of 
time. For small, scattered or ill-organized industries 
or occupations the Ministry should itself set up a. 
welfare and safety organization partly of . official 
members and partly of representatives of those 
engaged in the trade or occupation. To function 
effectively, such committees must be given really wide 
powers, including the right to visit any plant in the 
industry with which they are concerned, to inspect 
its safety provisions, make additional suggestions and 
under prescribed regulations inflict fines for the non­
observance of safety provisions. The committees 
should be under an obligation to provide medical 
treatment for injured workers where the injury is 
serious, the treatment to be arranged so as not to 
interfere with existing arrangements, which at present 
are sketchy and inadequate. The committee would 
also be able to arrange far more efficiently than any 
centralized board for special attention to the par­
ticular problems of its own industry. 

APPLICATIONS are invited for the following appointments on or 
before the dates mentioned : 

SUPERVISOR 011 DOMESTIC SCIENCE TRAINING In Jamaica-The 
Secretary (I.P.R.), Board of Education, Klngsway, W.C.2 (August 26). 

PROI!'BSSOR 011 GEOGRAPHY at the Higher Teachers' College, Bagh· 
dad-The Secretary (I.P.R.), Board of Education, Klngsway, W.C.2 
(August 26). 

TEAOBER (MAN) 011 ENGINEERING SUBJECTS In the South Dorset 
Technical College, Weymouth-The County Education Officer, County 
Education Office, Colliton House, Dorchester, Dorset (August 26). 

PROI!'ESSOR 011 HOlliE SCIENCE in the University of Otago-The High 
Commissionet for New Zealand, 415 Strand, W.C.2 (August 31). 

LE<:TUI!.ER IN BIOCHEMISTRY in University College, Dundee--The 
Secretary, The University, St. Andrews (August 31). 

GRADB II (0) LECTURER IN THE DEPARTMENT 011 MECHANICAL 
ENGINEERING--The Secretary, The University, Birmingham 3 
(August 31). 
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