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SCIENCE NEWS A CENTURY AGO 
S:eam Navigation to the West Indies 

A l'URTllER step in tho promotion of trans-Atlantic 
steam navigation wns taken on September 26, 1839, 
when the Government granted a charter to tho Royal 

Steam Packet Company which was formed to 
connect Great Britain nncl tho 'Vest Indies by steam. 
By a contract mado in 18-iO with tho Admiralty, 
tho Company agreed for tho sum of £240,000 per 
annum "to provide, mnintnin, und keep seaworthy, 
and in complete repair and readiness, for tho purposo 
of convoying all Her :Majesty's mails, o. sufficient 
number (not less than fourteen) of good, substantial 
and efficient steam-vessels, of such construction and 
strength ns to bo fit and nblo to carry guns of tho 
largest calibre now used on board of Her l\fajcsty's 
steam-vessels of war, each of such vessels to bo 
always supplied with first-rato appropriate steam 
engines of not less than ·100 collective horse-power ; 
and also a sufficient number (not less than four) of 
good, substantial and efficient sailing-vessels, of at 
least 100 tons burden each". 

Climate of Russian Possessions in America 
IN along notice of Von llacr's report on tho climate 

of tho Russian possessions in America, tho Athena;um 
of September 28, 1839, said i "Thoro is no philosopher 
of tho present day to whom Physical Geography (a 
branch of lmowlcdgo fnst rising into vigour) is moro 
indebted than l\L Bacr. . . . In 1830 tho Baron 
F, von 'Vrangcl, well known for his scientific explora­
tion of tho northcnt coast of Siberia, was appointed 
governor of tho Russian possessions in America. In 
tho course of last year llnron von 'Vrangcl placed 
at tho disposal of tho Imperial AcademY. of Sciences 
at St. Petersburg, all tho papers relating to tho north­
west coast of America . . . and from these papors 
thci learned academician :u. nacr immediately 
selected tho :\Tctcorological Journal for tho subject 
of his comments." Tho observations were made nt 
Now Archangel on tho southern Sitka I!iland (named 
in somo maps Baranov Islancl) and von Bacr made 
n comparison of tho mean temperatures of thut pluco 
with others in tho same Inti tudes. "As tho comparison 
exhibits in tho broadest light that apparently 
anomalouscontrnstof climate in which it is the business 
of tho physical geographer to trace tho operation of 
constant laws, we shall hero state tho problem in 
tho fonn of an abridged table : 

Middle Be!gen 
New .\rch:lngcl of the CO:lSt of In 

Continent l.abrodor Xon.-ay 
I.at. 57° 3X. 57° 57° 60·2!0 

Long. 135° 13 W. 10d0 tn-!!o• 
Winter 3! ·7° -40 -1·2° 36° 
Spring 42·2° 27·2° 2l ·G0 H·G• 
Summer 56·3° GG·2• 45 ·6° 53·5° 
II" Inter n-s• 30·;· 36° 47·7°" 

Friedrich Mobs (1773-1839) 

O:s- September 29, 1839, Friedrich :\Iohs, the 
German mineralogist, died at Agurdo, ncar l3clluno, 
ltnly, at tho ago of sixty-six. Born at Gernrodo in 
tho Hartz Mountnins on J anuury 29, 1773, he wi\S 
educated at llallo and at the Mining Academy at 
Freiburg, which had been founded in 1765 and of 
which tho famous Abraham Gottlob 'Vernor (1749-
1817) was then the inspector and teacher of mining 
nnd mineralogy. From Freibnrg, ?IIohs went to 

Austl:"ia to study further and in 1815 became professor 
of mineralogy nt Gratz. In 1817 on tho death of 
\Vernor ho returned to Freiburg as professor of 
mineralogy, holding tho post for nino years, after which 
ho was transferred to tho Imperial Academy, Vienna. 

wns ono of tho originators of tho crystallo­
graphic systems. His "Treatise on l\Iinoralogy, or 
tho Natural History of tho Kingdom" wns 
translated into English by William Haidingcr and 
published in Edinburgh in 1825. 

APPOINTMENTS VACANT 
nrc lnYited for the following nppolutmcnts, on or 

IJ<·forc the dates mentioned : 
Mt:TEOROLOGIC.\L 0ITICER C.\UETS (}blc) In the Deputment of 

Industry nnd Ch·U Scn1cc Commi.>oion, 
45 Upper O"Conncll Street, Dublin (September 25). 

AS51STJ.XT AIRCR.\IT IXSJ>ECTOR, Gr:ldc I, In the Ch·il ,hialion 
Directorate of the Go,·crnmcnt of Indi:l-Thc High Comml;sloncr for 
India, General Department, India House, Aldwych, W.C.2 (quoting 
Appointment; 5/lll) (October H). 

IIE.iDl!.\STER QF I!.tRROW Scuooz..-Thc Ch:.irmao of the GoYcrnors 
or Harrow School, C/O 0. F. Finch, Clerk to the Gowrnors, 70 l'nll 
)!all, S.W .1 (October 1G). 

))!RECTOR OF StCDit:S for the Anglo·Yugo;bv In;tltutc, 
Thc llritbh Council, 3 HanoYer Street, W.l (quoting "Yugo;la\·1:!.'). 
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Other Countries 
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Division. Bulletin No. 13: Explan:ltion of the Gcoloey of Degree 
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-u.s. Dep:lrtmcnt of Agriculture. Tcchnlc:ll Bulletin No. G78: A 

Chemical Study of some Soih lleriYcll from Limc;tonc. By Lyle T. 
Alc:mnllcr, Horace 0. and Glen F.dginton. Pp. 28. (Washington. 
l>.C.: GoYernmcnt l'nnting Ollicc.) 5 cents. [318 

Smill.sonbn Institution: nureau of American };tfmology. Bullrtln 
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S:lsh. By llarius Dubeau. 1'p.i1+51 (Ill plates). 25 cents. (Ottawa: 
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