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primary education. For the second selection we need
tests to measure general mental energy in conjunction
with verbal ability or with technical ability. Lastly,
in the absence of reliable tests for character qualities,
the considered opinions of the school staff could be
utilized, Not only would this method be simpler
than the one now in operation, but it would also free
the primary schools from the examination fetish.
Having ascertained how many pupils there are who
have the capacity to profit by the grammar school or
advanced technical instruction, the necessary facilities
must be provided. For the others, senior modern
schools with sufficient variation to allow for the vary-
ing degrees and types of capacities among the pupils
are needed.

Research of the Royal College of Surgeons

TaE scientific report of the Royal College of
Surgeons of England for the past year reveals the
extraordinary diversity of work which is being earried
out in the Museum, Research Laboratories and the
Buckston Browne Surgical Research Farm, in spite
of the fact that work has been severely handicapped
by a rebuilding programme which will give the
College of Surgeons a unique research unit. There
has been great activity in almost every field. In the
Museum, the Pathological Curator reports consider-
able progress in the renewing of the pathological
series, and in the fields of physical anthropology there
have been large accessions of human material from
arch®ological excavations in Great Britain and
abroad. As for the purely research activities of the
College, these have been carried on, although under
difficult conditions, in temporary laboratories at St.
Bartholomew’s Medical School and at the Buckston
Browne Research Farm. To mention only a few of
the outstanding investigations which have been
pursued in the course of the year, great progress has
been made in the development of operative technique
for the treatment of certain forms of heart disease,
technique which has been most successful in its
clinical applications. Work on the physiology of the
urinary system has done much to solve the problem
of the mervous control of the pelvis and ureter.
Experimental research on nerve grafting, begun the
provious year, has been continued, and is producing
results which are of the greatest interest. Of par-
tieular importance from a practical point of view is
the work on high blood pressure, which disease has
been reproduced in the experimental animal, and
has been found to resemble closely in its clinical
features and histology arterial hypertension in the
human. A fundamental problem which has been
tackied is that of the relation of the central nervous
system to carbohydrate metabolism and heat regula-
tion, and we look forward with considerable interest
to the further fruits of these investigations.

Publications of the Linnean Society

TeE first part of the Proceedings of the Linnean
Society for the 150th session (1937-38) has appeared.
It contains the acta of the Society at meetings from
that of October 28 to that of December 9; it em-
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bodies in full three of the papers read at the meetings,
and abstracts of the others, whether reserved for
printing in the Journal of the Society or not. It is
exactly a hundred years since the Society began to
print the Proceedings. At first they appeared two to
five times during a session, in sheets of eight or
sixteen pages, by which method during the ten years
1838-1848 the average interval between the making
of a communication to the Society and its record in
print was six months ; and during the seven years
1848-1855 it was seven months. In 1856 the Society
began to issue its Proceedings of an entire year after
the end of the session and continued to do so for
seventy-four years, except that between 1860 and
1872 they appeared each year in two, three or four
parts as ready.

In 1930, the Society reverted to publication by
sheets, issuing sixteen pages together or multiples
of sixteen. There were nine parts containing the
acte of the session 1930-31; but, as this entailed
excessive charges for postage, the parts were enlarged
in order to reduce their number so that they were in
the successive years six, five, four and five. In 1935
it was determined that four should be the number
of parts in each year; and so it remains. The part
just issued is the first part for the session 1937-38.
The interval between the reading of the first paper
recorded in it and its appearance from the press has
been only two months, Slight changes have been
made in the format by the use of bold type and
spacing so as to make the record fall conveniently
into chapters, and to lead the reader quickly to what
he wishes to find. The Society is to continue its
endeavour to obtain an attractive, as well as a prompt,
publieation,

Safeguards Against Interruptions of the Electric Supply

THE public and industry now use electricity so
largely that any interruption in the eontinuity of
the supply is a serious matter which needs careful
consideration. Two factors that accentuate this need
are first the increasing growth and interconnexion
of generating plant, leading to increased risk of
serious damage on the occurrence of a fault, and
secondly the increasing tendency to faults occasioned
by the extended use of overhead lines for long-
distance interconnexion and for supplying rural areas.
In a paper on this subject read to the Institution of
Electrical Engineers on January 6 by H. W. Clothier,
B. H. Leeson and H. Leybourn, a full statement of
the problem is given, and the best way of countering
the risks run are considered for the various methods
of supply. Particulars are given of high-speed small-
oil-volume switches capable of breaking the circuit
by utilizing in improved ways well-tried principles,
and of an automatic reclosing 132 kilovolt oil circuit-
breaker with an are-duration of only one cycle of the
current at full rating. It is claimed that when a
fault has developed in a component of a supply
system provided with protective safeguards of the
automatic instantaneous protection type and fast-
acting circuit-breakers, very little damage if any is
done to the faulty component and there is practically
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