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period of their career with much affection for their
teacher, but the feature which impressed itself on
all who knew him was the exuberance of his mind in
suggesting new investigations. Of such as have been
published may be mentioned his researches on the
reducing properties of hydrazine and on hydrazine
nitrate as an explosive, and on the carburisation of
metals by acetylene. He edited and enlarged a text-
book of chemistry known throughout many editions
to generations of students—Valentin-Hodgkinson’s
“Qualitative Chemical Analysis™.

It will thus be seen that as distinct from modern
specialisation, Hodgkinson had an equal interest in
and was fruitful in suggestion in organic, inorganic
and metallurgical chemistry and became an authority
on the chemistry of explosives, writing the Service
treatise on that subject. For his work during the
War in advising on and directing certain manufac-
tures, he was made a C.B.E. in 1918.

Hodgkingon’s personality endeared him to all, and
his interests were not confined to his main subject.
Thus he was chairman of the Blackheath School of
Art and took a live interest in its work; for he
himself was a wood-carver of great ability. He took
part in the local government and in the educational
affairs of the neighbourhood of Blackheath, and was
founder of the Radium and of the Imperial College
Lodges of Freemasonry,

Prof. Hodgkinson leaves a widow, a son (Capt.
C. R. Hodgkinson, R.A.) and two daughters, one
married to Mr. T. Morson. A much loved son was
killed in the War. R. ROBERTSON,

Pror. WiLeELM KOLLE

By the death of Prof. Wilhelm Kolle at sixty-
six years of age, on May 10, Germany loses one of
her foremost bacteriologists, whose reputation was
world-wide. Qualifying in medicine in 1892, Kolle
entered the Institute of Infectious Diseases in Berlin
in 1893 and became assistant to Robert Koeh. By
virtue of his position and work in that Institute,
he was invited in 1897 by the Cape Government to
conduct a scientific expedition in South Africa for
the study of leprosy and rinderpest, and in 1900 was
sent on a similar mission by the Egyptian Govern-
ment to the Sudan, where he founded a laboratory
at Khartoum. He was afterwards for a time professor
of hygiene and bacteriology in the University of
Berne, and in 1915 succeeded Paul Ehrlich as director
of the Institute for Experimental Therapy in Frank-
fort-on-Main, where he remained for the rest of his
life.

On plague, cholera, leprosy and rinderpest, Kolle
made important contributions. He was the first to
prepare an effective antiserum for an ultra-micro-
scopic virus, that of rinderpest or cattle plague, and
the simultaneous method of protection against this
disease with virus and immune serum was due to
him and to the late Sir George Turner, formerly
Medical Officer of Health for the Transvaal. In
association with R. Otto, he devised a method of
immunisation against plague with attenuated culture
of the plague bacillus, and with R. Pfeiffer evolved

a method of protection against cholera by means of
dead culture, At Frankfort, where he was also
director of the Georg Speyer-Haus research institutes,
Kolle carried out investigations upon syphilis and
spirochates, and was the first to produce the drug
‘neosalvarsan’, and also another drug, ‘spirocid’,
the forerunner of stovarsol, which was discarded on
account of toxicity.

Kolle’s literary activity was prodigious, and he
was the author in collaboration with Wassermann
of the classical handbook of pathogenic micro-
organisms, the last edition of which runs to ten
volumes, as well as of a handbook on salvarsan treat-
ment, a textbook of clinical methods of investigation,
and one on experimental bacteriology.

R. T. HewLETT.

Pror. V. PosEspAL

WritHiN a few weeks of the death of Prof. B.
Brauner, Czechoslovak science sustained a second
heavy loss. Prof. Véclav Posejpal, professor of
experimental physics at the Charles University of
Prague, died suddenly on April 8, He was born at
Chlumece in Moravia on December 20, 1874, and
studied at Hradec Kralové before going to Prague
and taking his degree in natural sciences in 1900.
He selected for his dissertation a thesis on Fourier
series. After a period in Paris, studying certain Volta
effects on magnetic fields, he returned to Prague,
becoming Privatdocent at the University in 1910. In
1919 he was installed as professor of physics, and was
Dean of the Faculty of Sciences in 1929-30.

Prof. Posejpal was one of the leading Central
Furopean research workers in experimental physies,
and carried out noteworthy investigations on such
subjects as the refractivity of gases at low pressures,
fluorescence phenomena, X-ray spectroscopy and
resonance. He also contributed to our knowledge of
the ether and the neutron. Most of his work appeared
in Czech scientific journals, but he also published
papers from time to time in the Comptes rendus
of the Paris Academy of Sciences and in German
publications.

Prof. Posejpal was a Chevalier of the Legion of
Honour and honorary member of many physical
societies. He was general secretary of the Czecho-
slovak National Research Council and a vice-
president of the International Union of Pure and
Applied Physics. His colleagues and students held
him in bigh esteem and he will be greatly missed in
scientific circles in Czechoslovakia. He was known
to a wider public through his popular broadcasts on
scientific matters.

Prof. Posejpal was keenly interested in winter
sports and frequently conducted parties of friends
and students on ski-ing expeditions to the High
Tatras and to the Austrian Alps. J.G. F, D.

Mr. R. E. RICHARDSON
TeE Middle West of the United States lost an
outstanding ichthyologist and aquatic biologist by
the death on April 14 of R. K. Richardson, best
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