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dark matter of our galaxy may be greater in total
mass than that which is luminous. Frank H. SmiTH :
Preliminary studies of chromosome rings in Brodigea
lactea. 21-24 pairs of chromosomes are present and
ring or chain associationg of four small, four large
or six chromosomes have been observed. Crype E.
Krerer : Absence of the corpus callosum as a
Mendelising character in the house mouse. The
investigation is laborious because diagnosis of the
condition necessitates sacrificing the animal, but
none of the matings gives results which suggest other
than that the character is a single Mendelian recessive,
apparently not detrimental to the individual. P. A.
SyrtE : The topology of involutions. Epwix Ii.
Harrn: On supraconductivity and the Hall effect.
Experimental work at low temperature suggests that,
in supraconducting lead, there is very little or no
tendency for an electric current to move sideways
through the metal (Hall effect). The validity of the
work is questioned on the grounds that it assumes
full penetration of a supraconducting metal by a
magnetic flux—which is regarded as unlikely—and
that the current observed in a supraconducting metal
may be an aggregate of microscopic electric whirls
within the metal and not a circumferential persistent
current. (GEORGE W. PucHER and HUuBERT BRAD-
FORD VIcKERY : The katabolism of the non-volatile
organic acids of tobacco leaves during curing. Large
losses (up to 100 per cent) of oxalic acid occur during
dehydration with alcohol and usual modes of esterifi-
eation ; it should be extracted with ether. Oxalic,
malic and monobasic acid content of leaves are little
changed by curing ; ecitric acid increases enormousty
and polybasic acids decrease very rapidly. HENRY
Borsook and GEoFFREY KEIGHLEY : The energy of
urea synthesis. Using a modification of the Warburg
technique, increased oxygen consumption accom-
panied synthesis of urea from ammonium bicarbonate
in Ringer’s solution. GREGORY PINCUs and PRISOILLA
Waite : On the inheritance of diabetes mellitus,
Treating the limited data awvailable statistically and
making certain assumptions, they give results in fair
agreement with the supposition that the capacity for
developing diabetes is inherited as a Mendelian
recessive. A, E. Navez: Growth-promoting sub-
stance and illumination. Apical parts of Lupinis
albus seedlings grown in the light appears to give
twice as much growth-promoting substance (auxin)
as seedlings grown in the dark. T. CunrirrE BARNES
and T. L. JauN : The effect of ice and steam water
on Euglena. The average increase in this organism
in 10-16 days was 32 per cent in condensed steam
water and 105 per cent in ice water.

Forthcoming Events
[Meetings marked with an asterisk are open to the public.]

Monday, Oct. 9
UniversiTy orF Lonpow, at 5.30—(at King's College).
—Prof. Henri Baulig: “The Changing Sea Level”
(succeeding lectures on Oect. 11, 12 and 16).*

Tuesday, Oct. 10

IrLoMINATING  ENGINEERING  SOCIETY, at  6.30—(at
E.LM.A., nght.mg Service Bureau, 2 Savoy Hill,
W.C.2)—C. W. Sulley : Presideniial address.

Rovar Sociery oF MeDICINE (Section of Therapeutics
and Pharmacology), at 5.—Dr. J. H. Burmn: “A
Pharmacological Approach to the Cause of Asthma”
{Presidential address).
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