
© 1932 Nature Publishing Group

602 NATURE [OCTOBER 22, 1932 
------------------ -----

sive manner and mode of dress made him a striking 
figure. Men who were his students still talk of his 
attractive personality, the great clarity and 
interest of his lectures and the minute detail with 
which his practical classes were organised. As a 
popular lecturer he was in great demand and 
through this became widely known. This stimu­
lation of interest in biological science in the latter 
part of last century was probably of great value 
in gaining support for the scientific departments 
of the university colleges of the north of England 
in their earlier days. 

In 1004 Stirling received the honorary degree of 
LL.D. from the University of Glasgow and in 
1906 he was Fullerian professor of physiology at 
the Royal Institution, London. H. S. R. 

Dr. F. H. HATCH 

THE death of Dr. Frederick Henry Hatch on 
September 22, at sixty-eight years of age, will 1 

be regretted by numerous friends in mining 1 

and metallurgical circles. Dr. Hatch was born in 
London, and after studying at University College, 
proceeded to the University of Bonn, where he 
took the degree of Ph.D. He spent six years as 
a member of H.M. Geological Survey, when his 
work was largely petrological, dealing especially 
with the igneous rocks of Scotland. 

Dr. Hatch recognised, however, that there was 
a great opportunity for a geologist in the then 
newly discovered goldfield of the Witwatersrand, 
and in 1892 he resigned his appointment and went 
to the Transvaal, where he soon achieved a high 
reputation as a mining engineer and consulting 
geologist. He undertook exploration work of 
the highest importance for various gold mining 
interests, his most significant work in Africa being 
that in connexion with the development of the 
eastern extension of the Rand goldfield, in the 
region where the reefs disappear below a great 
thickness of newer rocks. 

In 1895 Dr. Hatch became associated with Cecil 
Rhodes and John Hayes Hammond in the develop­
ment of Rhodesia, but the Jameson Raid and the 
Boer War caused such a general disturbance of 
this and all his other work that he left Africa 
for some time, visiting the United States, Canada, 
British Columbia, and Abyssinia. He also spent 
a year in India, investigating the gold resources 
of that country for the Government. His report 
on the Kolar goldfield may be regarded as a 
classic in mining literature. At the close of the 
Boer War he returned to Johannesburg. An 
intensive boring campaign under his advice finally 
revealed the structure of the East Rand, which 
is now the most important producing area, and 
rendered its development practicable. About 
1906 Dr. Hatch left Africa for England, where he 
established a large practice as a consulting mining 
engineer, visiting Siberia and other countries. In 
1909 he undertook on behalf of the Government 
an investigation of the mineral resources of Natal. 
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From 1910 to 1913 Dr. Hatch resided in Cam­
bridge, where he lectured on economic geology and 
presented to the University a very fi.rie collection 
of specimens of metalliferous ores collected during 
the course of his professional work. In 1914 he 
was president of the Institution of Mining and 
Metallurgy. 

After the outbreak of the War, during which 
he lost his two elder sons, Dr. Hatch was engaged 
in the Ministry of Munitions and played a promi­
nent part in the organisation of home supplies of 
iron orcs, a piece of work which was of immense 
service in the organisation of victory. After the 
War he reported on the condition of the 
iron and steel works in Lorraine, in the occupied 
areas of Germany, in Belgium and in France, 
and then became director of the Mineral Resources 
Development Branch of the Board of Trade and 
technical adviser to the Mines Department. 

In addition to all this, however, Dr. Hatch was 
a man of high attainments on the side of pure 
science. He was the author of books on mineralogy, 
petrology, and ore deposits which did much to 
render these subjects intelligible to the average 
student. The number of editions is evidence of 
their success and usefufuess. In the last few years 
petrology has become infinitely and perhaps 
unnecessarily complicated, but nevertheless inany 
of the existing classifications of rocks bear a strong 
imprint of the common-sense system of the 
editions of Hatch's "Petrology" of 1907 and later 
years. R. H. R. 

Sm EvERARD IM K.C.M.o . , K.B.E. 

THE death of Sir Everard :Ferdinand im 
Thurn, colonial administrator, anthropologist 
and naturalist, at eighty years of age, took 
place on October . 8 at his residence, Cockenzie 
House, Prestonpans. The son of John Conrad im 
Thurn, merchant-banker, he was educated at 
Marlborough and at Exeter College, Oxford. Before 
going to Oxford he had already in 1869 published 
a book on the birds of Marlborough. In 1877 
he went to British Guiana as curator of the 
museum. He there took up the scientific study 
of the country and its peoples, being the first to 
ascend Roraima, and publishing a work on the 
botanical results of that expedition. In 1882 he 
was appointed judge in the Pomerun District and 
in 1890 was made Government Agent in the 
North-Western District. He joined the staff of 
the ('_,olonial Office in 1899, having been made 
C.M.G. in 1892, and was made C.B. in 1900. 
He was appointed Colonial Secretary and Lieu­
tenant-Governor of Ceylon in 1901 and Governor 
of Fiji and High Commissioner of the Pacific in 
1904. In the following year he was promoted to 
K.C.M.G. and in 1910 he retired. In 1918 he was 
made a K .B.K From 1919 until1921 he was presi­
dent of the Royal Anthropological Institute, and 
on taking up his residence in Scotland shortly 
after he had held that office, he helped to organise 
and became the first local president of the Edin­
burgh branch of the Institute. 
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Sir Everard im Thurn was the author of many 
papers on the history and geography of British 
Guiana, Ceylon and the South Seas. He also 
wrote a number of books. "A Tramp with Red­
Skins" appeared in 1886 and "A Sketch of the 
Ceylon Pearl Fishery" in 1903. It was, however, 
by his "Among the Indians of Guiana" (1883) 
that his work was best known throughout his 
life. This, especially in view of the date at which 
it was written, is an outstanding piece of work, 
showing a remarkable range in knowledge and 
understanding of the ways of thought of a people 
of backward culture--qualities which served im 
Thurn well as an administrator in the Pacific. 
The book was for long, and still continues in some 
degree to be, a standard work of reference for 
anthropologists in comparative work. His last 
considerable undertaking was the editing, in con­
junction with Mr. L. C. Wharton, for the Hakluyt 
Society, of "The Journal of William Lockerby, 
Sandalwood Trader in the Fijian Islands, 1808-9", 
published in 1925, to which he contributed an 
introduction and notes embodying a mass of 
valuable information. Sir Everard himself con­
sidered that this book contained his best 
work. 

After his retirement, Sir Everard's leisure was 
far from unoccupied, and his advice, assistance 
and knowledge were freely at the disposal of all 
who were interested in geographical and anthro-

pological questions relating to the South Seas. 
In 1925 his services to science were recognised by 
his old college when he was elected an honorary 
fellow. 

WE regret to announce the following deaths : 
Mr. A. Chaston Chapman, F.R.S., a past 

president of the Society of Public Analysts, the 
H.oyal Microscopical Society and the Institute of 
Chemistry, on October 17, aged sixty-two 
years. 

Prof. 0. D. Kellogg, professor of mathematics 
at Harvard University, known chiefly for his work 
in the calculus, on August 27, aged fifty-four years. 

Prof. Edgar .James Swift, professor of psychology 
at Washington University, St. Louis, who has 
carried out many investigations in applied 
psychology, on August 30, aged seventy-two 
years. 

Mr. Arthur Silva White, formerly secretary of 
the H.oyal Scottish Geographical Society and 
assistant secretary to the British Association in 
1904-9, author of books on Egypt and Africa, on 
October 12, aged seventy-three years. 

Prof. Max Wolf, professor of astronomy in the 
University of Heidelberg, associat<l of the Royal 
Astronomical Society and foreign associate of the 
U.S. National Academy of Sciences, on October 3, 
aged sixty-nine years. 

News and Views 

A Self-Styled Faculty of Sciences 

SEVERAL correspondents have sent us copies of a 
Iotter and circular which they have recently received 
inviting them to become follows of a body having 
the title "The International Faculty of Sciences", 
with an office at 36 Gordon Square, London, W.C.l. 
The preliminary prospectus, issued more than a year 
ago, did not include the word "International" and 
was the subject of some severe comments in Truth 
of September 16, 1931. The new circular, which 
appears to have boon widely distributed, invites 
application to be made for admission "as a Fellow 
of the Faculty of Sciences" and states that "The 
application of every candidate for fellowship must 
be accompanied by a remittance of one guinea." 
After election, "every Fellow is entitled to use after 
his name the initials 'F.F.Sc.' ". There is, of course, 
no relation whatever between this International 
Faculty of Sciences and the Faculty of Science of 
the University of London, though the similar title 
adopted by the new body must lead to misunder­
standing in the minds of many people. The president 
and vice-presidents of this body are stated upon the 
circular to be as follows :-"President: Prof. H. W. 
Blood Ryan, M.A., D.Se., LL.D., Ph.D. Vice­
Presidents: Prof. Ingo W. D. Hackh; Prof. R. F. 
Hunter, D.Sc., Ph.D., b.I.C., A.R.C.Sc. ; Prof. 
Nicholas Knight, A.M., Ph.D. ; Prof. Cyril Krauz ; 
Prof. Marius Rebek, Ph.D." As the body is "Inter-
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national" in its title, it is perhaps not surprising that 
only one of these names appears in the "Universities 
Y ear·Book" which includes members of staffs of all 
the lmiversities of the British Empire, namely, that 
of Prof. Hunter, who occupies the chair of chemistry 
in the Aligarh Muslim University, Aligarh. The 
president himself does not appear in the "Year­
Book", but we believe he has association.<; with 
Cornell College, which is at Mount Vernon, Iowa, 
affiliated with the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
not in any way to be confused with the great Cornell 
University at Ithaca, New York. 

A "College" in an Office 

l.s addition to his association with the Inter· 
national Faculty of Sciences, H. W. Blood Ryan is 
also honorary director of tho College of Pestology. 
\\'e referred to that institution so long ago as 
December 12, 1925, when we pointed out that it is 
a propagandist body and not an educational institu­
tion. The "College" has a registered office at 
52 Bedford Square, London, W .C.1 ; but though 
it seems to be concerned mainly with insect pests. 
not a single entomologist of eminence or authority 
is included in the list of political and other public 
peoplo whose names appear upon its publications. 
'There is apparently nothing to prevent any indi­
vidual or group adopting the de.<>ignation University 
or Faculty or College and inviting persons to join 
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