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planned by the University of Paris. It was to be
housed in part of the hétel de la Rochefoucauld
d’Estissac; this, however, has been bought by the
“Maison de la Chimie” (see NATURE, June 11, p.
865) for three million francs, which will be used by
the “ Foyer International Universitaire ”’ to acquire
another building in rue de la Four (the former
KEeole de Bouffémont). *Le Cercle Universitaire In-
ternational” is a club projected by the Associations of
University Students to receive visiting colleagues and
university men and to organise meetings and lectures
that will promote international friendship. Its presi-
dent is M. Paul Langevin, and its temporary address
is at the Musée Pédagogique, 41 rue Gay-Lussac,
Paris.

Institut International de Documentation

THE eleventh Conference of the Institut Interna-
tional de Documentation (formerly de Bibliographie)
will be held this year at Frankfort-on-Main on Aug. 30-
Sept. 3. The Conference is open to all persons in-
terested in the various aspects of documentation, that
is, the collection, arrangement, filing, and indexing of
graphic records. As in previous years, an attractive
programme of papers has been arranged for presenta-
tion and discussion during the mornings, whilst the
afternoons and evenings will be devoted to visits of
inspection and recreation. The latter include visits
to Darmstadt and Mainz, where State and municipal
libraries will be inspected. The Conference fee of
12 R.M. includes all excursions.
tion of technical appliances for library purposes
(Adrema machines, phetocopying apparatus, duplicat-
ing machines, metal furniture, etc.) has been organised
in a room of the Conference building during the
meeting, The programme of papers to be presented
is not yet available, but copies of all papers will be
distributed to members of the Conference prior to the
opening session. Full particulars regarding hotels and
accommodation and further details of the Conference
may be obtained from the organising secretary, Dr.
Schiirmeyer, Direktor der Bibliothek fiir Kunst und
Technik, Frankfurt am Main, or from the Secretary,
British Society for International Bibliography, Science
Library, South Kensington, S.W.7.

Sotheran’s * Bibliotheca Chemico-Mathematica ”
Mgessrs. Sotheran, Ltd., have issued a first supple-
ment to their “ Bibliotheca Chemico-Mathematica
which was published in two volumes in 1921, and have
again laid all students of science and technology under
a debt of gratitude. The work pretends to be no
more than a bookseller’s catalogue, and does not,
therefore, aim at completeness, but in fact it contains
a most representative list of works, to the number of
more than seven thousand items, of old writers in all
branches of science, and a number of standard modern
works. It is rendered of permanent reference value
by the fact that the title-pages in the majority of
cases are transcribed in full, and by the unusual wealth
and scope of the notes that accompany most of the
entries. One of the most interesting items (presum-
ably to be sold as a whole) is a collection of more than
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eight hundred books from Newton’s library, including
copies of the first and second editions of the * Prin-
cipia ” with corrections, cancellations, and additions
in Newton’s handwriting—many of which were not
incorporated in the later editions and would thus be
of the utmost interest as showing the progress of
Newton’s thought—an annotated copy of Euclid, and
many other works with Newton’s autograph.

THE catalogue also includes a few books that be-
longed to Faraday and were bound and annotated by
him, original copies of the first edition of Galileo’s
“ Dialogo 7, a complete set of the Paris Academy’s
“ Description des arts et métiers”’, with all its supple-
ments, which is very rarely seen in the sale room-—or
the library—in its complete form, and, especially
noteworthy, a copy of William Gilbert’s *“ De Mag-
nete ', 1600, inscribed in what appears undoubtedly
to be the autograph of the author, of which no other
universally accepted example is known. The annota-
tions are trustworthy and of great interest, and
will save a great deal of searching through scattered
authorities, the latest of whom appear to have been
consulted. It is good to see that the title ‘Honourable’
is no longer given to Henry Cavendish, and it is to
be hoped that Messrs. Sotheran’s correction will finally
destroy this persistent delusion. Prices appear to
have risen since the date of the original catalogues, but
remain moderate. Booksellers’ catalogues are usually
looked through rapidly for desired acquisitions, and
if kept at all, are cut up for filing purposes, but the
present volume is a bibliographical tool of value and
should take its place beside its predecessors on the
library shelf. It and the volumes still to come form
a worthy memorial to the late H. C. Sotheran, to
whom the volume is dedicated.

A New Periodical on Acoustics

TrE rapid development of acoustics since the pro-
duction of the thermionie valve is accompanied by
so large an increase in the bulk of research papers
that for some time the Acoustical Society of America
has been publishing its own Journal devoted to
the subject. A French journal, Revue d’Acoustique,
is now to be published bi-monthly under the direc-
tion of a committee of well-known authorities, The
first, number, dated March 1932, wisely opens with
a vocabulary, founded on that of the Committee on
Acoustical Standardisation (J. Acoustical Soc. of
Am., 2, No. 3), of acoustical terms with definitions
and English equivalents, and authors are asked to
indicate when they use a term with a different
meaning. In addition to papers, abstracts longer
than those usually available in Secience Abstracts
and a bibliography of papers and books published
since 1925 are given. This latter section is classified
under physiological acoustics, acoustic measurements,
propagation, sound sources, sound receivers, music,
mechanical musie, noise and architectural acoustics,
and books and general articles. The titles are given
in French, with some inconsistencies of translation.
Although a journal of acousties will naturally be used

© 1932 Nature Publishing Group



Avcusrt 6, 1932]

most by those interested in applied acoustics, several
important general works published since 1925 might
with advantage be included in the bibliography. The
six books given are scarcely representative, sources
in English being represented solely by the Physical
Society’s discussion on audition. A list of more than
two hundred periodicals which are to be searched
for the bibliography is given as a supplement. The
address of publication is Les Presses Universitaires de
France, 47 Boulevard Saint-Michel, Paris 5e.

Vocational Tests for School Children

TaE City of Birmingham Education Committee has
published the results of an investigation by E. Patricia
Allen and Percival Smith into the value of vocational
tests as aids to choice of employment (Treasurer’s
Department, Council House, Birmingham. 1s. net).
Every child leaving school in Birmingham is carefully
advised as to his future oceupation, but it was felt
that vocational tests might give the employment
conferences more adequate data on which to base
their suggestions. For the purpose of this experiment,
the children leaving three schools were divided into
two groups : one group was treated in the usual way,
while the other was examined by special tests for
manual, mechanical, and clerical ability, dress-making,
and intelligence, and studies were added of social,
medical, and temperamental conditions. The advice
given was then based on the results, When the chil-
dren had obtained work, there would be four cate-
gories, namely, the tested children who did and did
not follow the advice, and the controls who did and
did not. Evidence as to the pregress of these groups
in their industrial careers was then compiled over a
period of two years. Although the report makes no
extravagant claims, yet the general tendency was for
the tested children, who were placed in accordance
with the advice given, to be more satisfactorily placed
than those in the other three categories. The writers
report that a surprisingly large number of the parents
had no ideas for their children, nor did the children
as a rule know what they would like to do. The
report is excelient, sufficient details being given, with
the exception of the testing for temperament, to
enable other workers to follow this up and use it for
comparison. The results are in agreement with the
previous London research.

Tuag 0il in the United States

Tae establishment of the tung oil industry in the
United States has been so sucecessful during the last
few years that a move is now being made to expand
it on such a scale that America will cease to be de-
pendent on China for even small quantities of this
commeodity. Dr. H. A. Gardner has recently described
the position in a paper before the American Chemical
Society (Science Service, Washington). Tung oil
is essentially an oriental product, used through the
ages by the Chinese for making native lacquer and ink.
It is manufactured from the seeds of a deciduous tree,
Aleurites, native to China, on much the same principle
as peanut oil is produced by milling from peanuts

No. 3275, Vor. 130]

NATURE

199

in that country. Seeds were first introduced into
America through the agency of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture in 1905, and planted at the Govern-
ment Experimental Station then at Chico, California.
Extensive plantings, however, were not made until
some eight years ago in the southern States, which
were so successful that already 25,000 acres of land
have been given over to the industry. The American
Paint and Varnish Association is particularly con-
cerned with this venture, as the oil is a valuable
ingredient of varnishes and varnish paints. Apart
from these wuses, the American industries have ex-
tended considerably the application of tung oil, and
it is now employed in the manufacture of insulating
compounds, brake linings, linoleum, waterproofing
fabrics, as a binder for wall board and plastic synthetic
lumber, primers, synthetic resins, battery jar com-
pounds, aeroplane tubing fillers, and so on.

American Institute of Physics

For several years, a movement has been on foot in
the United States to bring about co-operation between
the several American societies devoted to physics and
its more immediate branches. This has recently had
its culmination in the formation of the American
Institute of Physics, comprising the American Physical
Society, the Optical Society of America, the Acoustical
Society of America, the Society of Rheology, and the
American Association of Physics Teachers. The pur-
poses of the Institute are subject, of course, to natural
development in accordance with the future needs of
its founder societies. For the present, its principal
activity is the publication of journals. The societies
are delegating to the Institute the responsibility for
publishing the journals which they have in the past
sponsored themselves. The reason for this course of
action is the promotion of economy and efficiency.
The list of the journals includes the Physical Review,
Physics, Reviews of Modern Physics, Journal of the
Optical Society of America, the Review of Scientific
Instruments, Jowrnal of the Acoustical Society of
America, and Journal of Rheology. The scientific
editing of the journals remains the duty of the societies,
while all the details in the handling of proofs, sub-
seription records, book-keeping, and the like are under-
taken by the Institute. Two important other functions
have been assigned to the Institute, namely, the
further co-operation with societies and agencies out-
side the founding group, and the extension of an
information service to the Press. The central office
of the American Institute of Physics is at 11 East 38th
Street, New York City.

Manufacture of Insulators

TuE Vista is a periodical published by the British
Porcelain Co., Ltd., London, 8.W.1, and deals mainly
with subjects of interest to the electric power industry.
In the May number it concludes & series of articles
on insulator manufacture. Each piece of electrical
porcelain is carefully inspected by factory inspectors
immediately after removal from the kiln, and all
pieces failing to pass this inspection are destroyed.
To find the porosity, fragments of the porcelain are
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