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Calendar of Discovery and Invention.

October 9, 1837.—Under this date, Caroline Fox
records a conversation with Davies Gilbert, who
‘“ gave us interesting acpoynts of his interviews with
George IV., William I nd the Queen ; the two
former he visited 1ght of his Royal Society’s
Presidentshi their signatures. To George 1V.

he equested that he would confirm the
pat, is royal predecessors had done, and
pointed? 56Ut to him several of their signatures.

‘ Would you show me Evelyn’s,” said the King. I
have lately been reading his memoirs with great
interest.” Davies Gilbert found and showed it,
when the King remarked, ‘ He was the founder of the
Royal Society.” Gilbert said it was His Majesty
Charles II. who gave the first charter. ° Very true,’
replied the King, ‘ but that was only ex officio; any
man who had happened to be in his situation would
have done that ; but Evelyn was the real founder,
you may depend upon it." ”’

October 9, 1856.—A few days before the first
Atlantic Telegraph Company was registered, Bright
and Whitehouse, at the offices of the Magnetic
Company in Old Broad Street, London, on Oect. 9,
1856, showed Morse that signals could be sent at the
rate of 272 per minute through 2000 miles of the
Company’s wire between London and Manchester.

October 10, 1846.—Within seventeen days of the
discovery of Neptune by Galle, the Liverpool brewer
Lassell, on Oct. 10, 1846, with the aid of a fine two-
foot reflector, discovered its single satellite. The
study of this satellite has enabled the mass of Neptune
to be calculated with great exactness.

October 11, 1867.—The modern typewriter had its
birth in Milwaukee. It was the result of the joint
labours of Sholes, a collector of customs, editor and
printer ; Soule, a farmer and printer ; and Glidden,
a farmer and inventor. Their machine was patented
on Oct. 11, 1867, and after many improvements its
manufacture was taken up by the Remington firm
of gun-makers.

October 12, 1788.—One of the earliest recorded
steamboat trials was made in America on Oct. 12,
1788, when one of Fitch’s boats fitted with an engine
having a cylinder 12 in. in diameter carried thirty
passengers from Philadelphia to Burlington, a distance
of about 20 miles, in 3 hours 10 minutes. Ten of the
passengers afterwards signed a certificate declaring:
‘“ We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, do certify
that we have been in John Fitch’s steamboat of 60 ft.
in length in the river Delaware, when the said boat
was propelled through the water with a considerable
degree of velocity regularly and without any manual
labour, by the force of steam. and we are clearly of
opinion that the rivers of America may be navigated
by the means of steamboats, and that the present boat
would be very useful on the western waters.”

October 13, 1877.—The first experiment in street
lighting by electricity in France was made on Oct.
13, 1877, when the Place de I’Opera in Paris was
lighted by a scries of * Jablochkoff candles.” Jabloch-
koff was a Russian electrician who died in poverty
in 1894,

October 14, 1788.—Patrick Miller’s steamboat ex-
periments in Scotland were contemporary with those
of Rumsey and Fitch in America; and it was on
Oct. 14, 1788, that a trial was made, on Dalswinton
Loch, with one of Miller’s double-hulled boats fitted
with a steam engine by Symington. The enterprise
being abandoned, the engine was removed to Miller’s
library and sixty-five years later was saved from the
scrap heap by Bennet Wooderoft. It is now in the
Science Museun, South Kensington. E.C. 8.
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