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advancement of knowledge. Moreover, although
Agassiz used a Charles River shed for a laboratory so
early as 1848, acquaintance with the natural sciences
was usually confined to little physics and less astronomy.
Further, the human sciences, as now understood,
enjoyed no independent recognition. While striking
persons were to be found on the staffs, they were seldom
specialists—Mark Hopkins (Williams) taught all sub-
jects to all undergraduates in their final year |  Modify-
ing the clerical and bellelettrist tradition, Eliot, though
but thirty-five years of age, set himself to create a new
order ; in addition, he proceeded to reform the meagre
curricula and otiose methods of the professional schools.
He agreed with his brilliant colleague Barrett Wendell
that “ the use of heresy is to vitalise creed.” Inevitably,
he drew much fire; a rare combination of courage,
candour, penetration, patience, above all, aplomb,
enabled him to make very rough places plain. Under
his leadership Harvard rose to unchallenged primacy
in twenty-five years, and the example of her chief
began to affect academic policies from coast to coast.
Blunders were perpetrated in his name and, being
human, he added his personal quota. But in sum
and substance he won wuniversal recognition as a
national asset.

Eliot’s remarkable dignity of address and statement
came to him by right of heritage. Democratic puritan-
ism, bred of self-understanding, flowered in a peculiar
aristocracy, secure in appeal to sense of duty. Eliot
was its most conspicuous example. TFor, elevated far
above sordid affairs, his qualities were means to spiritual
ends ; thus he could confront the American people as
a vocal public conscience. He said his say with none
to gainsay on grounds of petty interest. He blandly
exposed illusions and dangerous symptoms, protesting
against the mediocrity of efficient technique as a peril
incident to universal education ; telling his countrymen
that, after all, they must apply for guidance to the
select minority who know ; insisting upon the equality
of every subject open to sober investigation.

Hence, although the United States had passed to
another phase during the period of his retirement, he
could still speak forthright to the very end. He con-
tributed to science in particular by affording ample
facility and genial stimulus to inquiry. His was an
exceptional life, because he rose greatly to a great
opportunity. Attempting to sum it in a phrase, one
might perhaps venture to say that he furnished a
striking illustration of that peculiarity of American
culture which most baffles other nations—* the parts
are greater than the whole.” R. M. WENLEY.

Mr. W. FAWCETT.

WiLiam  Fawcerr, who died suddenly at his
residence at Blackheath on August 14, in his
seventy-sixth year, was originally a schoolmaster and
graduated B.Sc. at the University of London. In
1880 he was appointed assistant in the Botanical
Department of the British Museum, shortly before the
collections were transferred to South Kensington. In
1881 he became a fellow of the Linnean Society, from
which he withdrew in 1915, but rejoined in 1923.

On December 29, 1886, Mr. Fawcett sailed to take
up his appointment as director of Public Gardens and
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Plantations, Jamaica, a post he retained after the
amalgamation in 1903 of the Botanical Department
with the Department of Agriculture until his retire-
ment in March 19e8. He edited the Bulletin of the
Botanical Department, Jamaica, from April 1887 until
1902, and the Bulletin of the Depariment of Agriculture
from 1903 until his departure in March 1908, when a
new series of the latter was commenced by the Hon.
H. H. Cousins, the present director. A note on this
department was published in the Kew Bulletin, 1906,
p- 68. In addition to notes in these journals, he
published in 1893 “ A Provisional List of the Indigenous
and Naturalised Flowering Plants of Jamaica,” and in
the same year “ An Index to Economic Products of
the Vegetable Kingdom in Jamaica.” He also de-
livered lectures, one of which, an “ Introduction to
the Classification of Plants,” was published at Kingston
in 1889. ‘ Historical Notes on Economic Plants in
Jamaica " appeared in vol. 6 of the Bulletin of the
Departiment of Agriculture, and dealt largely with cigar
and tobacco production. After returning to England
he commenced, in collaboration with Dr. A. B. Rendle,
a flora of Jamaica, the first volume of which, on Orchi-
dacea, including text-figures, was published in 1910, and
vol. 5in July 1926; vol. 2z has yet to appear. Most
of the work for this was done at the British Museum,
but Mr. Fawcett frequently visited Kew to consult the
collections there, his last visit being so recent as July
29 last.

As the titles of some of the above-mentioned papers
show, Mr. Fawcett was keen on developing the applied
side of botany, and in 1913 published a book entitled
“The Banana: Its Cultivation, Distribution and
Commercial Uses.” During his residence in Jamaica
he rendered valuable service in developing the vegetable
resources of the island, in association with Sir Daniel
Morris, the commissioner of the Imperial Agricultural
Department of the British West Indies, after the
threatened failure of the sugar crop. To Mr. Fawcett
was also due the inception of the Imperial Exhibition
in Jamaica in 1891. C. H. W,

WE regret to announce the following deaths:

Dr. J. George Adami, F.R.S., Vice-Chancellor of
the University of Liverpool, on August 29, at sixty-
four years of age.

Dr. R. D. Carman, president of the American
Roentgen Ray Society and chief of the section of
radiology of the Mayo Clinic, known for his work on
the radiology of the digestive tract, on June 17, aged
fifty-one years.

Mr. Charles A. Coffin, founder and former president
of the General Electric Company, who was responsible
for the organisation of the research laboratory at
Schenectady, on July 14, aged eighty-one years.

Dr. Willis T. Tee, sometime professor of geology
and biology in the University of Denver, and geologist
since 1902 of the United States Geological Survey,
who studied the stratigraphy of the south-western
States with particular reference to ground water and
coal investigations, on June 17, aged sixty-one years.

Mr. Frank M. Woodruff, for many years curator
of the Academy of Sciences and Museum of Natural
History in Lincoln Park, Chicago, and secretary of
the ornithological section of the Chicago Academy
of Sciences, on July 21, aged fifty-nine years.
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