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stage, so that the cycle has not been quite completed,
and the length of time passed in the larval state is
still unknown.—Dr. R. J. Tillyard: Revision of the
family Eustheniidze {order Perlaria), with descriptions
of new genera and species. The Eustheniidse are
described as a distinct family possessing only archaic
family characters. To the three genera and four
species which have been described the author adds
two genera and seven speécies, all of which are de-
scribed for the first time. The known distribution of
the family is Tasmania, Victoria, New Zealand,
mountains of East Australia, and southern Chile, and
is regarded as an argument in favour of an Antarctic
origin of the Perlaria.—Margaret H. O!Dwyer: Pre-
liminary report on the nutritive value of certain Aus-
tralian grasses. A number of grasses grown at the
Botanic Gardens and at various State experiment
farms have been analysed with the view of deter-
mining their value as foodstuffs. In order that the
results might be of value for comparative purposes
the material was obtained so far as possible at the
following well-defined stages of growth :—(1) About
half-way between the time when it begins to shoot
and the flowering period, (2) early flowering period,
and (3) when the seed is quite set. The paper com-
prises a preliminary discussion of the methods used
and the results of the analyses.

Carr Town

Royal Seociety of South Africa, June 15.—Dr. A.
Young in the chair.—V. H. Brink: A preliminary
genetic study on. the osteology of the Griquas.—E.
Newhery : Note on the life-period of the over-voltage
compounds. A series of experiments has been
carried out to determine the effect of changes in the
speed of the commutator upon the measured over-
voltage of various cathodes in dilute sulphuric acid.
The commutator was rotated at speeds varying be-
tween 300 and 1500 revs. per minute, and an interest-
ing set of curves was obtained bv plotting the observed
over-voltages against these speeds. The relative rates
of decomposition or decay of the over-voltage com-
pounds are shown by these curves. Those of zinc and
chromium are so stable that no perceptible changde of
potential occurs within the time-limits of the experi-
ments. The hydrides of silver, platinum, and graphite
show signs of decay after one-twentieth of a second,
those of copper and cadmium after one-thirtieth of
a second, whilst those of lead and nickel appear to
be decomposed with very great rapidity.

July 20.—Dr. J. D. F. Gilchrist, president, in the
chair.—E. J. Hamlin: The effect of sunlight on
secondary batteries.—Dr. J. D. F. Gilchrist : Note on
the pectoral fin of Achirus (a species of sole),
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