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displacement of the image measured by a micrometer
eyepiece. Densities can be indirectly determined by
this refractometer to the fifth decimal figure with
idi The laws of flow of
liquids by drops in cylindrical tubes. Vaillant has
shown that when a liquid falls in drops from the
orifice of a cylindrical tube the weight of a drop is
a parabolic function of the frequency of fail. An
extension of these experiments to tubes of less than
2 mm. external diameter is given.--P. Gaubert :
rotatory power of liquid erystals.—A. Guilliermond :
Vital observations of the chondriome of the flower of
the tulip.—C. Vincent: The forms of phosphorus in
Breton granitic soils. The amount of phosphorus
found in these soils will be underestimated if the
method of extraction by strong mineral acids is used
in the analysis. The organic phosphorus present in
the humus may amount to 50 per cent. of the total
phosphorus, and this explains the effects of liming
these soils. TFrom these results a rational method
of manuring is deduced.—M. Herlant : The variations
of the volume of the nucleus of the egg rendered
active by butyric acid.—J. Efiront: Achrodextrinase.

The

Certain species of B. mesentericus, cultivated in a nitro- |

genous medium, sccrete a diastase liquefying starch.
The hydrolysis of starch by this ferment was studied
in comparative experiments with malt extracr,
ptyalin, and pancreatic amylase. The behaviour of
the mesenteric amylase was distinctive, and the name
achrodextrinase is proposed for it. Some practical
applications in the textile industry and in the Jaundry
are suggested.—M. Marage : Arterial pressure in cases
of deafness caused by shell shock. Eighty-two per
cent. of the cases examined showed arterial pressure
above the normal, and insomnia generally accom-
panied the hypertension. The pains in the head,
usual in these cases, do not appear to be connected
with the arterial pressure. The best treatment is
d’Arsonvalisation.—M. Lautier : The treatment of cases
of war-deafness. The Marage method is easy to
apply, generally useful, and never harmful. Its
general employment in these cases is strongly re-
commended.—M. Rappin : Antituberculous vaccina-
tion.
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