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Paris.

Academy of Sciences, December 13.—M. Ed. Petrier
in the chair.——G. Bigourdan : The forgotten astronomer,
Jean de Ligniéres, and the renaissance of astronomy
in Europe. Riccioli (** Astronomia Reformata,” 1663),
giving the latitudes and longitudes of various stars,
reproduced a small catalogue, the author of which
was unknown to him, and since called by the name of
Astronomus incognitus. Reasons are now given show-
ing that this unknown astronomer was Jean de
Ligniéres, a master of the University of Paris. The
positions given in this catalogue are for the year 1364.
—G. Humbert : The approximation of real irrationals,
—H. Dowvillé : The Orbitoids of the Danian and of
the Tertiary.—]. Guillaume : Observations of the sun
made at the Observatory of Lyons during the second
quarter of 1915. The observations made on seventy-
two days are tabulated, showing the number of spots,
their distribution in latitude, and the distribution of
the faculee in latitude.—M. Mesnager: The elastic
equilibrium of an indefinite plate of uniform thickness,
compressed by two equal and opposite forces uniformly
distributed along two parallel right lines situated in a
plane normal to the bases.—Pierre Breteaw: The pre-
paration of phosphorescent calcium sulphide. Modifica-
tions of Verneuil’s method are suggested. The sul-
phide is first prepared from a mixture of calcium
carbonate and sulphur by ignition at a red heat, and
this is then impregnated with 1/10,000 of its weight
of bismuth. This is again raised to a red heat and
allowed to cool slowly.—Mlle. Yvonne Dehorne: An
Actinostromid of the Cenomanian.—]. Repelin: The
discovery of deposits of large Pythonomorphs in
the Upper Cretacean in the neighbourhood of Jeru-
salem.—Ph. Flajolet: Perturbation of the magnetic
meridian at Lyons (Saint-Genis-Laval) during the
second quarter of 1915.—A, F, Legendre : General con-
siderations on the ‘structural forms of south-western
China and the Tibetian borders.—C. Sauvageau : Thecom-
mencements of the development of Saccorhiza bulbosa.
—Arthur Compton: The influence of some meteoro-
logical factors on the appearance of cases of cerebro-
spinal meningitis. The degree of humidity of the
atmosphere would appear to be a meteorological factor
of great importance in determining the appearance of
this disease when the organism is already present in
the country.—M. Weinberg and P. F. Seguin: Re-
searches on gas gangrene. This communication gives
the results of the study of a hundred cases of this
infection, together with suggestions for a serum treat-
ment.—E, Vasticar : The terminations of the acoustic
nerve,
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