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CALCUTTA. 

Asiatic Society of Bengal, April 3.-Specimens illus-
trating the fauna of certain brackish pools in the delta 
of the Ganges: Dr. N. Annandale. This fauna has 
become isolated recently, probably within the last half-
century, and presents many features of interest. It in-
cludes typical fresh-water Entomostraca, as well as two 
cirripedes (Bala Enjphitrite and B. patellaris), the 
larvre of a mo uit /..Jj,ttophel s rossii), numerous fresh-
water fish an I s&"_h h)) rozoon (Irene ceylonensis), 
and an acti I' n ( etfi!J«fn schi!lnianum). The last is 
probably the m t restin form now occurring in the 
pools, as it appears to have undergone a very distinct 
change, both in structure and in habits, since it was 
described by the late Dr. F. Stolczka thirty-nine years 
ago.-Note on the absorption of gases, vapours, and sub-
stances from solution by solids and amorphous substances : 
Dr. M. \V. Travers. In this note attention is directed 
to the physical character of such phenomena as the absorp-
tion of .moisture by organic materials. It has usually been 
considered that such absorption must be attributed either 
to surface condensation or to solid solution. It appears, 
however, that substances which absorb gases or vapours 
are invariably amorphous, and as amorphous substances 
must be referred to the liquid rather than to the solid 
phase, the use of the term solid solution is not permissible. 
It is the author's opinion that such phenomena as the 
absorption of water vapour by cotton or jute involve the 
formation of a simple solution, the supposed solid phase 
consisting really of a substance in the liquid phase, but 
possessing a high viscosity. The law of distribution in 
this particular case is exponential instead of linear, but it 
tends to become linear as the temperature rises. 
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ROYAL SOCIETY, at 4.-Election of Fellows.-At 4·30.-The 
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CHEMICAL SOCIETY, at 8.3o.-(1) The Chemical Action of Exradio, 
Part I., Action en Distilled Water; (2) The Chemical Action of 
Exradio, Part II-, Action on Copper Salts in Solution. Preliminary 
Note : Sir W. Ramsay.-Freezing Point Curve<: of the Menthyl 
Mandelates: A. Findlay and E. M. Hickmans.-The Constitution of 
Homo-eriodictyoi. A Crystalline Substance from ·Eriodictyon Leaves: 
F. B. Power and F. Tutin.-The Relation between Valency and Heats 
of Combustion. Preliminary note: G. Le Bas. 

INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, at 8.-The Use of Wooden 
Poles for Overhead Power Transmission : C. Wade. 

FRIDAY,MAY3. 
RoYAL INSTITUTION, at Q.-Dexterity and the Bend Sinister: Sir James 

CriChton-Browne, F.R.S. 
GEOLOGISTs' AssOClATION, at 8.-The Igneous Rocks of the Bristol 

District: Prof. S. H. Reynolds.-The Carboniferous Limestone Sections 
of Burrington Combe and Cheddar: T. F. Sibly.-Rec mt Researches in 
the Lower Carboniferous RoCks : Dr. A. Vaughan. 

SATURDAY, MAY4. 
ROYAL INSTITUTION, at 3.-Scientific W01k in the Sea-Fisheries: Prof. 

W. C. Mcintosh, F.R.S. 
MONDA V, MAY 6. 

SoCIETY OF· CHEMICAL INDUSTRY, at 8.-The Works Chemist as 
Engineer: 0. Guttmann. 
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Rov!'-1: at 3.-Stimulation, Luminous and Chemical: Prof. 

Wdham Stuhng. 
.ZooLOGICAL SociETY, at 8.3o. 
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'SOCIETY OP ARTS, at 8.-The PrLduction of Coke and its Application in 

Domestic Fires : Paul Schlicht. 
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RoYAL SociETY, at 4·3o.-Prrlable Papers: The Anatomy of the Juliani-

acere considered from the 5} stematic Point of View: Dr. F. E. Fritsch. 
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Chemistry: H. F. Newall, F.R.S. 

INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS, at B.-Telephonic Trans-
mission Mea.;;urements: H S. Cohen and G. M. Shepherd. 

IRON AND STFEL INSTITUTE, at 1n.3o A.M.-Presidential .Address.-Elec· 
trically Driven Reversing Roller·Mills: D. Seiby-Bigge:-'-(r) Steel 
Makins from High Silicon Phosph_oric Pig Irol"! ?Y the Ras.tc 
Process: (2) Steel !\taking frnm Ptg Iron contammg Ntrkel, 
and Cobalt: A. W. Richard..:.-The Use of Steam 10 Gas Producer 
Practice: Prof. \V. A. Bone and R. V. Wheeler. 

1</UDAV, MAY ro. 
RoYAL INSTITUTll1N, at 9 . ..:....Recent Excavations on Forum Romanum, 

ani the Forum Ulpium: Sign0r Come Giacomo Boni. 
PHYSICAL SoctRTV, at 8.-Stere::Jscopy with long Base-line illustrated on 

the Screen: J'r. T. C. Porter 
RoYAL SociETY, at 5· 
MALACOLOGICAL SociETY, at 8.-The Pairing of Limnaea with 

Planorb;s COY11CUS: \V D. r ang.-Notes on Achatina denisoni, Reeve-, 
Achatina. magnifica. Pfr.: E. A. Smith.-:-Review of the New 

z .. alanrl Acm::eid::e, with Deo;cdptions of New Spedes and Sub-species·: 
Henry Suter. 

IRON Al\:D STEEL INSTITUTF, at n.3o A.M.-Sentinel Pyrometers and their 
Application to the Heat Treatm'!nt ·of Tool Steel: H. Brearley and F. 
Colin Moorwood.-Induced Draught with Hot-air Economisers for Steel-
Works and Rla5t·F"urnace Boilers: A. J. Capron.-The Influence C.f 
Process of Manufacture on of the Properties .of Steel:, F. W. 
Harbord.-The Distribution of Sulphur in Metal Ingot Moulds: J. 
Henderson.-The Ageing: of Mild Steel: C. E. Stromeyer.-Carbon· 
Tungsten Steels: T. Swinden.-The Nomenclature of Iron and Steel: 
Report of a Committe<! of the International Association for Teo;ting 
1\!Iaterials. 

SATURDAY, MAY II. 

RoYAL fNSTITUTION, at 3.-Scientific Work in the Sea-Fisheries: Prof. 
W. C. Mcintosh, F.R S. 
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