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absolute alcohol, the meta l dissolves, possibly as an acid 
hyposulphite. This solution, left in a vacuum, deposits 
magnesium hyposulphite.-On acetyl-lactic acid: V. 
Auger. Previous accounts of this substance being con
tradictorY the author has attempted to procure it in a 
pure It can be obtained either by the action of 
acetvl chloride on calcium lactate or on lac ti c acid, or by 
using acetic anhydride in the place of the acety l chloride. 
The substance was obtained in a crystalline fo rm in all 
three preparations, and it s physical and chemical proper
ties are given .-On the compounds of aluminium chloride 
with hydrocarbons and hydrogen chloride: G . Gustavson. 
By the interacrion of benzene, isopropyl chloride, and 
aluminium chloride, the author has isolated a definite 
compound, the action of which, in the Friedel and 
reaction, may be compared to that of a ferment. Tht s 
substance can unite both with hrdrocarbons and hvdrogen 
chloride.-On the hydrides o-f phenanthrene : - Pierre 
Bl'eteau. Previous work on the hydrogen addit ion com
pounds of phenanthrene has been carried out wi th the aid 
of hvdriodi c acid . The author has applied the Sabatier 
and ·senderens r eaction with reduced nickel, a nd in the 
present communication gives the results obtained with the 
hexahrdride a nd octahvdride of phenanthrene.- On the re
trogradation of ar tificial starch: E. Roux.-The influence 
of the ethylene function in an active molecule : J. 
Minguin. With the view of throwing furth er light on the 
effect of the ethylene linkage on the rotation, the a uthor 
has prepared amyl succinate, maleate, and fumarate, as 
well as the corresponding esters of horny! alcohol. and has 
measured th e rotatory power.-The constitution of the liga
mentary ridge and the evolution of the ligament in existing 
Acephaire analogous to the Rudist;e : R. Anthony.-Dia
grams showing the ligament in section are given for Unio 
Pictorum a nd Aetheria Caillaudi a t two ages.-Hetero
typical mitosis in the Ascomycetes : Rene Maire.
On the possible role of slipping in metallogeny: L. 
De Launay. An application of the idea of charriage to 
a studv of the continuitv of me tallic lodes.-On the exist
ence of schists with graptoliths at Haci-El-Khenig. Central 
Sahara: G. B. M. Flamand. Specimens of schists bear
ing fossi ls, collected by Captain Cottenest, prove to be 
characteristically Silurian, a nd form the first definite proof 
of this svstem in the Central Sahara.-On the presenre of 
the Middle and Upper Carboniferous in the Sahara: E11ile 
Haug.-On an extraordinarv halo observed at Paris : 
Louis Besson. This ha lo. ·which was observed at the 
Montsouris Observatorv on March 26, besides the ordinarv 
circle and parhelia of ;2°, presented two abnormal <'oloured 
arcs, the a ng ular measurements of which are given. 
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