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principal mineral constituents. Produces seven sections,
e.g. granitic, gabbroic, theralitic, &c. (3) Based on com-
munity of origin from similar parent magmas. The latter
are defined by the presence of certain index minerals in
the consolidated rocks (e.g, a granite, a granite-aplite, and
a rhyolite, &c., may all be derived from one magma ; other

granites, rhyolites, &c., will be derived from similar
magmas). Produces twelve orders, e.g. granates, essexates,
&c. (4) Based on habit of mass. Produces seven families

in each order, e.g. granophites, dioromicrites, gabbro-
lavites (basa]ts), &c. (5) Based on nature of minor mineral
constituents. Produces a number of genera in each family,
¢.g. muscbigranophite, anaugi-hyper-peridotite (harz-
burgite). (6) Based on texture, but to be applied only in
families where there is much vanety of texture. Produces
subgenera, e.g. spheri-mono-rhyolite, graphi-bi-rhyolite,
&c. The system of nomenclature described is an elabor-
ation of that already proposed by the author in a pre-
liminary paper in the Geological Magazine (1901).
BENGAL.

Asiatic Society of Bengal, January 4.—Iljerarchy of the
Dalai Lama (1406-1726) : Rai Sarat Chandra Das. The
author gives a history of the origin and growth of power
of the Dalai Lama.—On the prevalence of fevers in the
Dinajpur district: Dr. L. Rogers. This paper deals
with the results of a special inquiry into the causes of
the very high mortality of above forty per thousand in
the Dinajpur district. It is shown that the higher death
rates in certain places are due mainly to malaria, the
increased prevalence of which is closely related to a high
ground water level due to unalterable physical conditions
of the district. In the second part of the paper the
varieties of fever met with and distribution of the
anopheles which can carry the infection are dealt with,
and the impracticability of mosquito destruction as a
preventive measure in the district as a whole is pointed
out, The wider distribution of quinine in each village
through the agency of the primary schoolmasters so as
to reach the children, who mainly die of the disease, is
recommended as the only practicable method of ]essenmg
the death rates from malaria among the people of Lower
Bengal.
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Wood.
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Smith.
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MALACOLOGICAL SOCIETY.—Annual General Meeting. Address by the
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Dr. Cecil
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