
© 1899 Nature Publishing Group

NATURE LFEBRUARY 9. 1899 

was submitted to distillation under reduced pressure. A liquid 
was isolated of the composition C9H 100 2, which proved to be the 
methyl. acetal of phenyl-glycol. It was synthesised by heating 
phenyl-glycol arid formaldehyde with dilute sulphuric acid on the 
water bath.-Action of the benzidine diazochlorides of ortho
toluidine and orthodianisidine upon acetylacetone, by M. G. 
Favrel.-On the reducing power of the tissues, by M. Henri 
HcHier. The reducing power of a tissue is defined as the 
quantity of oxygen that a gram of it is capable of removing 
from potassium permanganate to reduce the latter to Mn20 3• The 

paper gives data for the liver and pancreas.-The 
chmcal exploration of the renal functions and of phloridzic 
glycosuria, by M. Ch. Achard.-Action of the Turkish bath 
upon the internal organs, by MM. Bianchi and Felix Regnault. 
-On a hailstorm observed at Bizerte, by M. Voiellaud.
Barometric movements on the orthogonal of the meridian of the 
moon, by M. A. Poincare. 

DIARY OF SOCIETIES. 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY q. 

ROYA_L SociETY, at 4·3o.-On the Reflection of Cathode Rays: A. A. C. 
the Recovery of Iron from Overstrain: James Muir.

A Sot} Bacillus of the Type of De Bary's B . megafherium: Dr. \V. C. 
Sturgis. 

RoYAL INSTITUTION, at 3.-Toxins and Antitoxins: Dr. Allan Mac
fadyen . 

MA.THEMATICAL SociETY, at B.-On a certain Minimal Surface and on a 
Solution of v2V o: T . J. Bromwich.-The Group of Linear Homo· 
gen.eous Substitutions.on mq Variables which is defined by a certain-In· 
vanant: Dr. L . E. D1ckson.-On the Co1nplete System of Differential 
Covariants of a Single Pfaffian Expression, and of a. Set of Pfaffian Ex· 
pressions: J. Brii!.-Groups of Order j'lq : E. A. Western.-The Irre· 
<lucible Concomitants of any Number of Binary Quartics: A. Young.
The Scattering of Electric Waves by an Insulating Sphere; A. E: H . 
Love, F .R .s;-The Figure of Jacobi with respect to a Linear Sy>tem of 
Hyperquadrics : Prof. Schoute. 

l-NSTITUTI9f1! OF ELECTR.ICAL at 8.-Rulesforthe Regulation 
Wtnng of Premtses for Connection to Public Supply Mains: J . 

. of Wiring Rules: C. H. Wordingham.-The 
\Ytnng Rule.s: R. E .. Crompton.-(Continuation of Discussion, 

1f ttme permtts): Electnc Tractton bv Surface Contacts: Miles Walker. 
{NSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS, at 7,·Jo.-Fifth Report to the 

Alloys Research Committee: Steel: Sir Wtlham C. Roberts· Austen 
K.C.B., F.R.S.-JI1'achinery for Book and General Printing: 
Powne.-Evaporattve Condensers: Harry G. V. Oldham. 

CAMERA CLUB, at 8. xs.-The Heat of the Moon: The Earl of Rosse 
F.R.S. . ' 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10. 

RoYAL INSTITUTION, at g.-Motion of a Perfect Fluid: Prof. H. S. 
Hele· Shaw. 

R. ·JYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY, at 3.-Anniversary Meeting. 
SoCIKTY, at s.-Annual General Meeti.ng.-Address by the 

Prestdent.-An Ampere·Meter and a Volt-Meter with a Long Scale· 
Benjamin Davies. (This will probably be read by Dr. Lodge.) ' 

MA.t.ACOLO.GICAL SociETY, at a.-Annual General Meeting. 
INSTITUTION OF CIVIL ENGINEERS, at 8.-The Electrical Driving of 

Engineering Workshops: William Middleton. 
lN"STITUTION OF ME:CHANICAL ENGINEERS, at 7·30 

SATURDAY, 'FEBRUARY n. 
RoYAL INSTITUTION, at 3.-Mechanical Properties of Bodies: Lord 

Rayleigh. 
MONDAY. FEBRUARY '-3· 

h-1PERIAL INSTITUTE, at 8.3o.-Cuba: Richard Davey. 
RoVAL GEOGRAPHICAL SociETY, at 8.3o. -Exploration in the Canadian 

Rockies: a Search for Mount Hooker and Mount Brown :Prof. Norman 
Col!ie, F.R.S. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14 . 
. ROYAL INSTITUTION, at 3.-Morpho!ogy of the Mollusca: Prof. E. Ray 

Lankester, F.R.S. 
INSTITUTION OF CIVIL ENGINEERS. at 8.- The Lake Superior Iron 

Ore Mines, and their Influence upon the P roduct ion of Iron and Steel : 
Jeremiah Head and Archibald P. H ead. 

l. N" THROPOLOGICAL INSTITUTE, at 8.-Tbe Arabs of the Indian Frontier: 
Sir T . H. Holdich, R .E., K C. I.E. , C. B. (With Lantern Illustrations.) 
-Exhibition of Photographs by J. Guthrie Watson. 

RoYAL HORTICULTURAL SociETY.-Annual Meeting. 
RoYAL PHOTOGRAPHIC SoCIETY, at 8.-Annual General Meeting. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15. 
SociETY OF ARTS, at 8.-Tbe Balloon as an Instrument of Scientific Re· 

search : Rev. John M. Bacon. 
RoYAL METEOROLoGICAL SociETY, at 7·Jo.-Rcport on the Phenological 

Observations for r898: Edward Mawley.-The Circulation of the Atmo. 
sphere: Prof. W. M. Davis. 

RoYAL MICROSCOPICAL SociETY, at B.-Preceded at 7.3o by an Exhibition 
of Objects shown by Multiple-Colour Illumination : Julius Rhein berg. 

ENTOMOLOGICAL SociETY, at 8. 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY SCIENTIFIC CLuB, at 8 -Chemical Theories under 

Discussion about the Year r8so-some Personal Reminiscences. 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16. 

ROYAL SOCIETY, at 4·3o.-Prt>6a6le Papers: On tbe ReHex Electrical 
Effects in Mixed Nerve and in the Anterior and Posterior :Miss 
.Sowton.-The Characteristic of Nerve: Dr. A. D. Waller, F.R.S.
Observations on the Fluid in the Human Subject: Dr. 
St. Clair Thomson, Dr. L. · Hill, and Prof. Halliburton, F.R.S.-The 
Thermal Deformation of the Crystallise<!-N ormal Sulphates of Potassium, 
Rubidium, and Cresium : A. E. Tutton. 
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RoYAL I NSTIT UTION, at 3.-Toxins and AntitoxinS: Dr. Allan Mac
fadyen. 

LJNNEAN SociETY, at 8.-0n the Genus Lemnalia, Gray, with an 
Account of the Branching Systems of the Order Alcyonacea : Gilbert C. 
Bourne.-On some African Labiatae, with Alternate Leaves: J. H. 
Burkill and C. H. on the Marine Mollusca obtained 
during the First Expedllion of Prof. A. C. Haddon to the Torres Straits : 
James Cosmo Me\vill and Robert Standen. 

CHEMICAL SociETY, at 8.-0n the Absorption Spectrum and Constitution 
attributed to Cyanuric Acid: W. N. Hartley, F.R.S.-Ballot for the 
Election of Fellows. 

BOOKS, PAMPHLETS, and SERIALS RECEIVED. 
sur les Instruments les Methodes et le Dessin 

Topographiques; Colonel A. Laussedat (Paris, Gauthier-Villars).-Ele
mentatj . Hydrostatics: C. Morgart (Rivingtons).-Die Welt als That: 
Dr: . I. Reinke (Berlin, Paetel) . .;_West African Studies: M. H. Kingsley 
(Macmillan).-Vaccination; its Natural History and Pathology; Dr. S. 
M • . (Macmillan).-Society for the Promotion of Engineering 
Ed\lcauon. Proceedings of the Sixth Annual Meeting(Columbia, Mo.).
Eiementary Physiology: B. Moore ( Longmans).-An Introduction to the 

and -Integral Calculus and Differential . Equations: F. G. 
Taylor (Longm:ins).-lnstinct and Reason : H. R. Marshall (Macmillan). 
-The Human Body: Prof. H. N. Martin, sth edition (New York, Holt). 
-·A Junior Course of Practical Zoology: A. M. Marshall and C. H. Hurst, 
sth edition (Smith, Elder). 

PAMPHLETS.-Licht·, Elektrizitats- und R. Mewes, Zweite 
Ausgabe (Berlin, Krayn).-Sprachregeln fiir die Bildung und Betonung 
Zoologischer und Botanischer Namen: P. Kretschmer (Berlin, Fried
lander).- Dietary Studies in Chicago (Washington). 

SERIALs.-Contempora:ry Review, February (lsbister).-Photogram, 
February ( Oawbarn).-Physical Society of London, Proceedings, January 

of the Natural History Society of Glasgow, 
Vol. v., n . s., Part 2 (Giasgow).-Natural Science, February (Pentland).
Humanitarian, February (Duckworth).-Scribner's Magazine, February 
(Low).-National Review, February (Arnold).-Knowledge, February 
(Witherby):...,-Fortnightly Review, February (Chapman).-Journal of 
Botany, February (West}.:_L'Anthropologie, tome IX. No. 6.-0bserv· 
atory, Febrtiary(Taylor).-Geographi<:al Journal, February (Stanford).
Record of Technical and Secondary Education , ] anuary (Macmillan).
Zeitschrift fUr Physikalische Chemie, xxviii. Band, 1 Heft (Leipzig).
Bulletin of the American Mathematical Society January (New York).
Monthly Weather Review, October (Washington). 
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