
© 1898 Nature Publishing Group

144 NATURE 

II6°, consequently phenyl a,B-dibromic propionic methyl ether. 
The leaves of this plant, too, are rich in methyl cinnamite. 
This is the first instance of cinnamic methyl ether being found 
inthevegetable kingdom.-Prof. van Bemmelen made on behalf 
of Dr. E. A. Klobbie a communication entitled "Qualitative­
analytic determination of osmic tetroxide," which will be inserted 
in the report of the meeting.-Prof. H. A. Lorentz on optical 
phenomena, depending on the mass and the charge of the ions 
(II.). The author discussed the question whether the density of 
the absorbing gas itself and of other gases, with which it is 
mixed, has any influence on the position of the absorption lines 
in the spectrum. The show no appreciable influence, 
if the absorption is small in a layer of the thickness of one wave­
length. 
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