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certain substances on solidification.-Prof. A. C. Haddon pre­
sented a paper upon the Actiniaria. of T orres Straits. This 
account of the Actiniaria is based mainly on the collections 

by the author in .1888- 9, by descriptions 
published by Mr. Savtlle-Kent m his works ''The Great 
Barrier Reef of Australia" and ' ' The Naturalist in Australia." 
In order to render the paper more complete, allusions are made 
m Jt to genera which are not recorded from Torres Straits. In 
a paper, Prof .. Haddon described a new species of 
Actlmana from Oceama-Phellia Sol!asi. This was collecterl 
by !'rof: Sellas in the lagoon at Funafuti, E llice Group, W. 
Pacific, m 1896 -The following objects were exh ibited at this 
meeting : The Coccoliths of Dublin Bay, by Mr. H. H ; Dixon, 
and Prof. J. J oly, F.R.S.-A collection of economic plant 
products from the Gold Coast, by Prof. T. Johnson. 

ST. LOUIS. 

c;>f Science, December 6.-Mr. Julius Hurter 
specimens of a considerable number of reptiles and 

mostly of southern origin, which had been collected 
by him dunng the past season, and were additions to the known 
fauna of Missouri. Among the more interesting additions were 
the cotton-mouth moccasin, the banded water snake Holbrook's 
water snake, the little brown snake, the Louisiana' mud turtle, 
the chestnut-backed salamander (first detected west of the 
Mississippi River by Mr. Colton Russell), and the marbled 
salamander.-Mr. H. von Schrenk exhibited a series of 
specimens and illustrating some of the injuries inflicted 
on the trees of St. T:oU!s by the tornado of May 1896, showing 
t:ot only the forma.tw_n of double twig elongation and growth 
rmgs, but the exfohatwn of the bark and the consequent drying 
out of 50 per cent. or more of the wood through the trunk and 
branches, in several species. 

NEW SOUTH W ALRS. 

Linnean Society, October 27.-Prof. J. T. Wilson, Presi· 
dent, in the chair.-Descriptions of new species of Australian 

Part. 4, by Arthur M. Lea. Thirty-four species, 
pnnc1pally belongmg to the Curcu!ionida!, were described as new · 
with critical notes and remarks on synonymy. - On the 
of the Chillagoe district, North Queensland, by Dr. R. Broom. 
Twenty-three species were collected during a six months' resi­
dence at Muldiva, seventy miles west ofHerberton, a district in 
which during eight months of the year (April-December) as a 
rule there is practically no rain. A species of Lygosoma was 
described as new.-On a Trachypterus from New South Wales 
by J. Douglas Ogilby. In this paper the author gave a detailed 
description of a young example washed ashore near Newcastle 
and reviewed at length our present knowledge of the genus 
-the south-western to a more exact know­
ledge of the geographical distribution of Australian Batrachia, 
No. 5, by J. J. Fletcher. The present contribution is based 
llpon the examination of collections from Tasmania and West 
Australia. In the British Museum Catalogue (second edition) 
seven (? eight) species are attributed to Tasmania, and fourteen 
to West Australia. Three additional species are now recorded 
for the former Colony, and six for the latter, including an un­
describ.ed species of Crinia belonging to the group having the 
abdommal surface non-granulate.-Mr. Froggatt exhibited a 
number of scale insects (Eriococcus coriaceus, Mask.), upon a 
twig of Eucalyptus, among which had been placed a great 
number of the eggs of the scale-eating moth Thalpochares cocco­
p!zaga, Meyr. The eggs are pale pink, circular, and beautifully 
ribbed. The scales were infested with the larvreof Cryptola!mus 
montrouzieri, Muls., a useful small black ladybird beetle. Both 
these enemies of En'oroccus are of great economic value, as the 
moth lan·re have now taken to eating the olive scale (Lecaniu m 
oletE, Sign.), and the ladybird beetle is bred both in New Zealand 
and America. Also living specimens of our largest white ant, 
Calotermes !ongiceps, Froggatt, which were taken out of a log 
of fire-wood, and had already been in captivity for over two 
months. 
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TUESDAY, J ANUARY 4· 
R ovAL Ir.:sTITUTION, at 3.-The Principles of the Electric Telegraph: 

Prof. Oltver Lodge, F.R.S. 
RoYAL VICTORIA HALL, at 8.3o.-Coal: W. F. Rudler. 

WEDNESDAY, J ANUARY 5· 
GEOLOGICAL Soc;tETV, at the Structure of the Valley: A. 

Vaughan Jenmngs.-Secttons along the Lancashire Derbyshire and 
East Coast Railway, between Lincoln and Chesterfield: C. 
ways. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 6. 
ROYAL INSTITUTION , at 3.-The Principles of the Electric Telerrraph · 

Prof. Oliver Lodge, F .R.S. 
0 
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FRIDAY, ]ANUARY 7· 
G eoLOGISTS' AssociATION , at 8.-A Brief Account of the Excursions in the 

Urals, dow.n the Volga,, in the Caucasu!-', &c. , made in connection with 
the lnternttonal Geological Congress held in Russia August- September 
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Prof. Oliver Lodge, F.R S. ' 
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