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VIENNA. 
Imperial Academy of Sciences, May 9.-The following 

paper, were read :-On the preparation of indol from phenyl
glycocoll, by J. Mauthner and W. Suida.-On amides of car
bonic acid (second communication), by F. Emich.-On the 
knowledge of some non-drying oils, by K. Hazura and A. 
Gruessner.-On the transplantation of bone, by A. Adamkiewicz. 
-On nerve-corpuscles in th~ir physiological and pathological 
state, by the same.-Expenments on the decomposition of 
albumen by anaerobous micro-organisms, and on the aromatic 
products of decomp~sition, by the same.-Contribution to the 
knowledge of gases developed by the fermentation of albumen 
by_ M. Nencki and~- Sieber.-On the formation of para-lacti~ 
acid by the fermentat10n of sugar, by the same. -On benzoyl-com
pounds of alc?ho_ls, phenols, and sugars, by Zd. H. Skraup. 
-On the const1tut10n of grape-sugar, by the same.-Experimenta l 
researches on the periodic law, Part r, by B. Brauner.-Re
searches on musica\ psychology and acoustics, by K. Stecker. 
-Preparatory studies for a monograph on Muscaria sc!tizo
metopa; Part I, synopsis of genera, by F. Brauer and J. von 
Bergenstamm.-O_n the crystals of grape-sugar and optically
act1ve substances m general, by F. Becke.-On new improve
ments of the_ usual process of combustion, by F. Blau. -Note on 
the preparat10n of mono- and dibromo-pyridin, by the same. -
On dry distillation of picolinate of copper, by the same.-On a new 
test for albuminous bodies, by C. ReicheL-Monograph on the 
fossorial wasps allied with Nysson and Bembex, by A. Hand
lirsch.-Embryological researches on Ascomycetes, by H. Zukal. 

AMSTERDAM. 
Royal Academy of Sciences, June 29.-Prof. v. d. Waals 

Vice-President, in the chair.-M. Franchimont stated that a~ 
early as the beginning of this year, he prepared the pentamethy
lene glycol, its oxide, and an unsaturated alcohol of five C-atoms, 
by boiling pentamethylene dinitramine with diluted sulphuric acid, 
as also the bromide agreeing with the glycol; and that M. Dekkers 
had treated the tetramethylene-dinitramine in the same manner. 
The _properties of the pentamethylene glycol agree with those 
pubhshed a few days ago by M. Gustavson, who obtained this 
compound by another method. He spoke further of the action 
of n_i tric acid on _carbonic and nitrogenic compounds, and of 
the mfluence exercised upon them by certain atomic groups. As 
instances of carbonic compounds he cited malonic acid esters and 
their derivatives; of nitrogenic compounds, all kinds of amides 
urethanes, &c. , so that the extraordinary strong inflttence of th~ 
group COOCH3 appears most clearly, even in the derivatives of 
piperidine. -M. Pekelharing treated of the destruction of the 
virus of anthrax in the subcutaneous tissues of rabbits. Small 
pieces of gelose with a culture of anthrax bacilli whether con
taining spores or not, packed in parchment-paper, introduced 
-~oder !he skin in ra_bbits, not only do not superinduce anthrax 
m the moc~la~ed ammals, but are themselves deprived of viru
lence: This 1s the c_ase even w_hen_ the wound remains perfectly 
aseptic, of course without appltcat1on of any antiseptic matter. 
Leucocytes penetrate into the packets, but the bacilli or spores 
are n Jt materially affected t~ereby. Therefore, next to the 
phagocytose, whose existence 1s nowise denied the action of a 
dissolved substance for the destruction of baciiti must be taken 
into account.-M. de Vries read a paper on the spiral torsion in 
wi)d . teasel (Dipsacus sylvestris). In _opposition to the prevalent 
opmion, which regards the cases of spiral torsion (called by Alex. 
!3ra~n Zwangsd1'eliung) _as accidents, the speaker deemed himself 
JUSt1fie~ m regardmg this phenomenon as an hereditary variation ; 
and this m consequence of an experi;nent beoun by him in 1885 
with two twisted individuals. From the seed° of the same about 
16?0 plants_ were reared in 1887, among which were again two 
twisted specnnens. The seed of these gave in 1889 above 1500 
pl~nts, which were fo~nd _a little more than 4 per cent. of 
twisted md1v1duals. The tors10n 1s, therefore not only hereditary 
bu~ w_ill grad~ally become fixed by the c~stomary method of 
artificial select10n. From the 4 per cent. twisted specimens the 
best have been selected for seed -bearers furth er to improve the 
race.-M. van Bemmelen mentioned the results obtained by M. 
Bakhuys Roozeboom in the pursuit of his researches concerning 
the behaviour of salts with regard to water. The nortllal course 
of the solubility may be disturbed by the appearance of a second 
Jaye~ of flmd when the salt and water are not mixed in all pro
port10ns. Mr. Bakhuys Roozeb:>om succeeded in illustratinO' the 
peculiarities of the behaviour in such cases in two examples : 
AsBra, and a salt recently detected by M. van Romburgh-

C6 H . NO2 • N~~a. OK. 
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