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some cases, difierent nuclei may give rise tn separate tails:
such would seem a possible explanation of Commander Sampson’s
olbiservation of the comet of 1882 (Fig. 20).

I NURMAN LLOCKYER.

(To e continuanl)

THE ANNIVERSARY MEETING OF THE
KOYAL SOCIETY.

THF_ anniversary mecting of the Royal Society was held on
Friday last, 5t. Andrew’s Dav. The President read the
anniversary address-—a copy of which has not yet reached us
—and presented the medals, Prof. Huxley received the Copley
Medal, and Mr, Crookes the Davy Medal in person. Prof
‘Osborne Reynolds was a'so present to reccive one of the Royal
Medals, ‘The other Royal Medal was received on Lehalf of
Baron voa Mucller by Sir Giraham Berry, Agent-General for
Victoria, and the Rumford Medal, which had been awarded 10
Prof. Tacchini, was received on his behalf by the Chevalier
Catalani, the Chargé L Adffaires at the halian Fmbassy. The
Society next proceeded to clect the officers and Council for the
cnsuing year. The selected names we have already pablished.
In the evening about 175 Fellows and guests dined tozether at
Willis's Rooms. Among the guests were eminent representatives
of the Fnaglish Government, of foreign nations, and of art and
fitaiature. Nir Yrederick Leighton, i proposing ** The Royal
Society,” said :—
A great honour is dote to me in intrusting to my hands the
toast which 1 have risen to propose, for it 15 the toast round
which the chiel sympathies of those who sit at this table are
centred, be they hosts or be they guests —namely, prosperity to
that ancient and honoured body, the Royal Society. It is,
indeed, a_toast favoured in thie—that no inadequacy of prescnt-
ment could rob it of your warm reeepdon, but it is one, also,
which, in one sense, the individual now before you is »3 litlle
fitted 10 propose that 1 conld alno t suspact you, Sir, of a little
prompting of humour in yourselection. I do nat mean beecanse
the bodies with which you aud I have respectively the honour to
be connected arc now, in Piccadilly, as they were in former days
in Somerset Llnuse, next-door neighbours, and hecause it is not
habitually to one's next-door nefghbour that one looks in life for
a kind words hut on this other and more cogent gronnd —:hat
the subject on which you bid mz spea’ is one 1n regand jo which
1 am entirely ighorant, and that my attitude is therefore not free
from ludicrous aspects in the face of a b uly to which grasp and
acenracy of knowledge is the are thing nee Iful, and yrecisim of
statement the first duty of mau ; and this, Sir, certainly not least
inthe dav of your headship.  And yei, on closer view, it is not
knowledge, perhaps, that you require of the propser of this
toast so much as respeciful sympathy ; and that you finl in me to
the full.  No, gentlemen, you do not demand in me knowledze
beyond that of the average ignoramus who watche- you in wonder
as you sound with divining eyes the realns of the heavens above
and of the earh heneath and of the water under the earth, an:l
lay bare before us the very heat of the life-pulse of Nawure.  You
demand in me, [ <ay, rather, some sympathetic sense of your
magnificent missions, srme adhesion to the faith that you pro-
fess, and forthese you dy not Iook to mzin vain. It happens to
me, Me. President, fromn time to time to have to acknowledue
words of recogniiinn of the services of the great institution to
which T am bound in a like capacity with your own ; and, know-
inyg how earncstly that body is hent on the worthy discharge of
an arduons task, such words are deeply grateful to me, but in every
such ease I see in my inner mind, behind and above the institu-
tion which I serve, the sweet and serene countenance of our
divine mistress—of Art herself 5 and se, also, in offering this
toast to the acclanation of your guests anl to the aceeptance of
your flock, T am thinking less of the nobie services of your re-
nowned Soriety, less of the many names which are i+ high
adyrnment at this time and our country's pride, than of your
mistress beneficent and supreme, the scatterer of darkness—
Science.  All of vs walk in the daylight of her illumination, the
humblest layman ean bear witness to lier, and the most iznorant
concerning the paths she treads may yet not unbecomingly de-
clare hisgratitude to her ministers, and express, as I now express,
the hope that they and their successors may in the Lond of this
canstituted brotherhoud Tong continue to tend the flame and

feed the increasing eplendour of her sicred inxstinguishable
Lamp.”

The President of the Royal Society responded in a short
speech, in which he compared the Rayal Socicty to a wave of
light moving onward through space, conveying intelligence from
one portion of the universe to another far-distant portion.  The
molecules which it set in motion had but a brief existence, but
the wave moved ever onward.,

SCIENTIFIC SERIALS.

TIE Jowrnal of Botody is still largely occupied with the dis
cussion of points connected with botanical nomenclature, in
which Faglish, American, and Genevan botanists take part. The
(October number contains also a description of a new genus of
Berberidace:r Ly the Japanese botanist Tokutaro Tto.—In the
November number are papers on the genus Carea, by Mr. L. 1
Railey 5 on Ferns from West Borneo, by Mr. ). . Bazer ; on
Sauth Derbyshive plants, by Rev. W. R, Linton ; and on the
Desmids of Maine, by Mr. W.West.  Mr, W. H. Beeby records
the interesting fact that of the two very neariv allie 1 s ccies of
valevian, Fuleriana Mikanii and  sambucifolid, one is very
attractive to cats, while to the other they are quite indifierent.

In the Aotanical Gazette for September, Mr. C. RoYerison
completes his essay on zygomorphy and its causes, summing up
the results of his observations, The remainder of the number
is Liraely accupied by abstracts of botanical papers read at the
Cleveland mecting of the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science,—In the October number are two important
anatomical papers, by Miss Emily L, Gregory on the develop-
ment of cork-wings on certain trees, and an illusrrated one by
Mr. W, (1. Evans on the stem of Ephcedra,  Mro (. Vasey
contributes an interesting article on the characteristic vegetation
of the North American desert.

Tue number of the Nuwora Grornale Rotanico Ttuliono for
October 183N is entirely occupied by reports of the papers read
befare the annual meetiny of the Botanical Socicty of [ialy held
at Florence in September, many of which are of considerable
intere 1, —Sig. C. Massoloago deseribes the germination of the
spores of three new species of Spheaeropsidew — 2 ridestic ta
Bizzowriana, P Avistolockne and Paoma Orolancics. e
maintain=that the only difierence betwesn pyenidia and spermo-
gonia is that the sporales (stylosporest contained in the formoer
are capable of germinating dircetly, while those formed in the
latter Jspermatia® have no such power.-—Sig. X N. Berlese
wlds to the very numerons fungus-parasites of the vine two new
ones, Greeneria fufisinea, S, et Vo and Aseodyta rufo maculans,
Berk,—3ig. . Gasperini has investigated the nature of the
organism: which bring about the fermentation of the pahu-wine
known to the Arabs under the name of ** 20" Tle finds it
to he due to Saccharamyces corevdsee, which is always accom-
panied by Racilius subeilis.  On the surface is also commonly
found a pellicle of Saccharoves Mycoderars —Proll AL Dora
describes a new «pecies and genus of Ascomycetes— Erenro-
oot Cymlalarie, found on halfripe capsules of Linara
Cymtaliree.— The little-knawn germination of the seeds of the
water-lily, Zurvale forox, is described by Sig, G. Arcangeli, the
chisf peculiarity beinz the almost entire suppression of the
clongation of the yadicle.— Prof. I.. Macchiati claims to have
diseavered an entively new substanee, which he calls xantho.
plhvltidring asa constituent of the green coluaring-matter of plants,
Ttis erystallizable, and altogether distinet from xanthophyll and
from the pigment of yellow pelals, —Vrof, A. Borzl deseribes the
made  in which xerozrepron displays itself in some ferns—
Cetorach officinarum, Notochlona Marante. Aspleninom Tricio-
maues, and several spacics of Chedlanties @ understanding by this
term the mechanical contrivances by which an organ protecis
itself ayrainst excessive desiceation.

SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES.
LoNnon.

Royal Society, November 22— The Waves on a
rotaung Liquid Spheroid of finite Fllipticity.” By G. 1, Bryan,
B.A. Communicated by Prof. G. 1L Darwin,

The hydrodynamical problem of finding the waves or oscilla-
tions an a gravitating mass of liquid which when undisturbed s
ratating as il rigid with finite angular veloeity in the form of
an cllipsord or spheroid, was first successfully artacked by M.
Poincard in 1883,
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