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ternal disease. It seems equally difficult to say, whether the
fungus is the cause or effect of the diseased leaf, Asto reme-
dies, these appear to be expected rather from climatic influences
than from the sagacity of man, for all the propositions yet made
may prove satisfactory in the laboratory, but are impracticable
where any large area is to be operated upon.”

THE subject of blight or disease affecting the plants in the tea
plantations of India has been brought prominently under the
notice of the Agri-Horticultural Society of India, a letter
having been addressed to the society to the effect that the
attacks of ‘“blight and red spider having become of such a
serious nature on many tea-gardens both in Assam and Cachar,
but especially in the latter province, it is necessary that all
possible information, with a view of mitigating the evil, should
be obtained and made widely known.” At a subsequent meet-
ing of the society the line of action proposed, subject to the
assistance of those interested in the matter, was to engage the
services of an entomologist from England for the period of two
years so that he might have time and opportunities to observe
and carefully study the character of the several kinds of blight
in their various localities; such observations to be published
under the auspices of the society.

THE introduction of the Carob (Ceratonia Siligue) into the
Madras Presidency, a subject which occupied the attention of
the Agri-Horticultural Society of Madras a few years since, has
been again brought before the society. It is strongly recom-
mended for cultivation in countries suffering from periodical
droughts in consequence of its long roots penetrating a great
depth into the earth, and because of the large quantity of muci-
laginous saccharine matter contaired in the pods, so that it
might be largely used for feeding cattle, horses, pigs, &c. Itis
said, however, that although the seeds contain nitrogenous ele-
ments or flesh-making materials, they do not possess great
nutritive properties, and the seeds being small and hard they
are not easily masticated, and pass in their crude [state undi
gested.

A PECULIAR request (according to the Berliner Tageblatt) has
been made ;by the Society for Bird Protection to the Genera]
Dostmaster in Berlin, viz., to make arrangements so that birds
be not killed by the pneumatic post. The case is this: From
the large air-compressing steam-engines proceed chimney-pipes to
the roof, by which the required air js sucked in, The power of
this suction-apparatus is so great, that both small and large
birds, even pigeons, which happen to be flying over the tubes
when the engine is in action, are helplessly drawn in and
destroyed.

TAKING opportunity, lately, to observe with a Nicol’s prism
an uncommonly fine rainbow, which spanned the Oesthal in
Baden Baden, M. Schiel found that with the prism in a certain
position, the colours disappeared completely, and the prism was
pretty dark. But on turning it through 9o°, the bow appeared
again in allits brilliancy. The rainbow is therefore perfectly
polarised light. Several rainbows observed since have shown
the same behaviour ; but apparently only a very bright-coloured
rainbow presents dark on the field of vision with the correspond-
ing position of the prism.

THE additions to the Zoological Society’s Gardens during the
past week include a Macaque Monkey (Macacus cynomolgis)
from India, presented by Mr. Thos. Dalby ; a Galapagan Tor-
toise ( Zestudo elephantopus) from the Galapagos Isles, presented
by Mr. W. H. Henderson; two Herring Gulls(Zazus argentatus),
European, deposited ; a Common Nuthatch (Sitta casia), Euro-
pean, purchased ; a Red Kangaroo (Macropus rufus), born in
the Gardens,
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