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talline bodies of definite composition.—M. Phillips read a paper
on the flow of liquids from reservoirs, maintained at a constant
level, through a large orifice in a thin side.—A report on M.
Arn. Thenard’s researches on the effect of electric discharges on
gases and vapours was next read. The author worked with a
modification of Houzeau’s ozonising tube; he found that a
gentle discharge acting on a slow stream of carbonic anhydride
decomposed 26°5 per cent. into carbonic oxide and oxygen. De
Saussure, working with sparks, never succeeded in decomposing
more than 7§ per cent. A long-continued discharge acts on the
glass tube and covers it with powder, and when in this state the
decomposition resembles that produced by sparks, the removal
of the deposit restores the original power.—M. Janssen
read the first part of a report on the eclipse of December
12, 1871.—An essay on the interdependence of meteorological
phenomena by Father Solaro was sent to the Physical section.
—A letter from M. Denis on certain deductions tending to
simplify the principles of natural philosophy was referred
to a special commission.—M.Rouget’s note on a theorem
which extends to imaginary roots the method given by Sturm
for real roots, was referred to M. O. Bonnet—M. Yvorn
Villarceau presented an account of the discovery and observa-
tions of Planetoid 128 at Ann Arbor by Mr. James Watson,
and also some observations of 128 made at Marseilles’ by M.
Borrelly.—M. . Perrier read a note on the Astronomica station
of Dar-Baida near Oran.—M. Laussedat read some observations
on the prolongation of the French Meridian into Spain and
Algeria.—Colonel H. Levret followed with some observations on
M. Laussedat’s paper, and a letter to Colonel Levret on the
same subject {from General Blondel followed.—-Next came a note
on celestial mechanics by M. Newcombe,—M. de Pambour read
a note on the caiculus of effects by the method of coefficients
applied to water wheels.——M. Wurtz presented a note by M.
Gariel on the distribution of magnetism in magnets, which was
followed by a new note on the action of conductors placed sym-
metrically about an electroscope by M. Ch. V. Zenger.—M.
Balard presented a note on a new application of silver salts for the
production of designs, by M. Renault. The author describes a
new method of printing from engravings, &c.—A mnote from
M. Schutzenberger on the action of Iodine on certain of the
Aromatic Hydrocarbons was then read. A certain quantity of
hydriodic acid is formed and acts as a hydrogenating agent.—
M. Cahours presented a note by M. Jungfleisch on'the Reciprocal
‘T'ransformation of Inactive Tartaric and Racemic Acids and on
the preparation of the former. Inactive tartaricacid is prepared
by heating dextrotartaric acid and water to 160° for two days,
removing the racemic acid (only a small quantity is formed)
by crysiallisation, saturating half the liquid with potassic
hydrate, adding the other half and separating the very soluble
potassium salt by repeated crystallisations.—A note by M.
Defresne on the Biliary and Pancreatic Secretions of Omni-
vorous Animals followed. Next came a paper on Normal
Torsion of the Humerus in the Vertebrata, by M. J. Durand.—
M. Milne Edwards presented a note on the Structure of the
Beak of the Platalea, by M. Jobert ; and also a note on certain
passages from an Arab author of the tenth century, relative to
the gigantic birds of South-East Africa, by M. Devic,—A note on

the Meteors of November 27, observed at Palermo, by Father |

Tacchini, was read.
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