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hot springs found in Wheal Clifford,” by Colonel Philip Yorke,
F.R.S., from which it appears that a gallon of this water con-
tains 26 grs. of lithium chloride and one milliowt parts 17 of
cesiam chloride, or more than ten times as much of the latter as
the Diirkheim water, in which, it will be remembered, that
clement was first detected by Kirchhoff and Bunsen in 1860.

Zoological Society, March 5.-~Mr. John Gould, F.R.S,,
vice-president, in the chair. Mr. Howard Saunders exhibited
and made remarks on specimens of Falco barbarus and Cypselus
pallidus, obtained in Scuthern Spain, being the first recorded

ccurrences of these species on the coniinent of Europe.—A
letter was read from Mr. Walter J. Scott, of Queensland, giving
some further information respecting the supposed existence of an

undescribed large carnivorous animal in that colony. Thisletter
" was accompanied by drawings of the impression of the foof of the
animal.—Mr, A. H. Garrod read some notes taken on the dis-
section of an ostrich, recently living in the Society’s menagerie.
The examination of this bird proved that its death was due to
copper poisoning, a number of copper coins and pieces of coin in
a much worn state having been found in its stomach.—Mr. E,
W. H. Holdsworth read a paper containing a catalogue of the
birds found in Ceylon, with remarks on their localities and geo-
graphical distribution ; and gave a description of two new species,
which were proposed to be called Zosterops ceylonensis and
Arvenga blighi.  The total number of Ceylonese birds included
in Mr. Holdworth’s list was 323, of which 36 were stated to be
peculiar to the island.—A communication was read from Dr.
Hermann Burmeister, containing a list of the species of the
Lamellirostral birds of the Argentine Republic, with remarks on
their habits and times of occurrence.—A communication was read
from Dr. W, Peters, containing a list of a collection of small
mammalia recently made by Mr. J. J, Monteiro in Angola.—Dr.
J. E. Gray communicated some notes on a new species of tapir
( Zaperus leucogenys) from the snowy regions of the Cordilleras of
Ecuador, recently obtained by Mr, Buckley; to which were
added some observations on the young spotted tapirs of Tropical
America,

Society of Biblical Archzolpgy, March §.-—Dr. Birch,
president, in the chair.—Mr. J. W. Bosanquet read a paper
““ Concerning Cyrus, son of Cambyses, grandson of Astyages,
who took Babylon ; as distinguished from Cyrus, father of Cam-
byses, who conquered Astyages.” In this paper, the learned
chronologist endeaveured to show that, contrary to the received
opinion of historians, Cyrus, son of Cambyses, though leader of
the Medes as early as the year B.c. 535, was contemporary with
the early part of the reign of Darius Hystaspes; having taken
the throne of the Persian Empire after the death of his father.
This view he believed to be consonant with the results of recent
discoveries, and afforded a satisfactory explanation of the con-
fessedly difficult chronology of Fzra and the Chaldee writers.
Mr. Bosanquet summed up his argument as having proved :—
(1) that Cyrus, father of Cambyses, who conquered Astyages,
neither conquered Babylon nor reigned in Babylon, as Ptolemy
assumes in his Babylonian Canon; (2) that Cyrus, son of
Cambyses, King of Persia, grandson of Astyages, twice con-
quered Babylon; but did not reign over Babylon till after his
father’s death in B.C. §18; (3) that Ptolemy’s Canon rests
upon no sound authority, either historical or astronomical, as
regards placing the reign of Cyrus at Babylon before the reign of
Cambyses; (3) that the alternative reckoning deduced from
Demetrius is to be preferred to that of Ptolemy, as resting upon
the dates of three solar eclipses.

Anthropological Institute, March 4.—Mr. G, Harris,
vice-president, in the chair,—Mr. Charles F. Tyrrwhitt Drake
was elected a member.—Captain Richard F. Burton read his
third paper ‘“On Anthropological Collections from the Holy
Land.” Tt contained accounts of the Hamath Inscriptions, fac-
similes of which were exhibited, and of skulls‘from Siloam. An
interesting discussion was raised on the high antiquity of the
Hamath Inscriptions. Dr. Carter Blake ‘described the human
remains brought by Captain Burton from Siloam, and by M.
Gannean from the * Tomb of Jesus,” near that place; the
former were stated to be undoubtedly Jewish, and the latter of
modern Turkish origin.  Mr. J. Gould Avery read apaper “On
Rage-characteristics as related to Civilisation.”
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