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change are retained when, by grafts or cuttings, the plants are
removed to other localities. I have here, however, and ex-
hibit with this paper, evidence of bud variation, in which
there is no possibility of hybridism,—a root of the common
sweet potato, Convolvulus batatas, in which some of the tubers
are of the red Bermuda, and the others of the white Brazilian
variety. The sweet potato never flowers in this part of the
country, so that seminal power could have had no influence
whatever on the phenomenon. Even in the south, and I believe
elsewhere, where this plant is cultivated for its roots, it rarely
flowers, and I think there is little doubt but that the whole ten
or twelve varieties under culture have originated without seed,
and in the way we see them here. The points I wish to make in
this paper are :—1st. That identical varieties sometimes appear
in localities unfavourable to the idea of a common centre of
origin. 2nd. Varieties have originated in which probably no
hybridism or any seminal agency operated. 3rd. Varieties have
certainly originated in the sweet potato by evolution, with-
out seminal agency, and that the same variety in this way
has appeared in widely-separated districts. 4th. As the dis-
coveries of Darwin have shown, in many cases, varieties to be
the parents of species, species may originate in widely-separated
localities by bud variation.—“ A~ Sketch of the Classification
of the American Anserinz,” by B. H. Bannister. The follow-
ing remarks are based upon an examination of the specimens of
American geese in the collection of the Smithsonian Institution.
The subfamily Anserinz by many recent authors is made to in-
clude the genera Dendrocygna and Chenalopex, and doubtlessly
correctly. In the present paper, however, we shall not consider
these genera, leaving them provisionally out of the sub-family ;
if included, they would form at least one well-marked section,
following those we are about to describe. The distinguishing
characters of the Anserine, as thus limited to the true:geese,
are, the lengthened tarsus, covered with hexagonal or subquad-
rate scales ; the neck more elongated than in the ducks and less
so than in the swans ; the short, high bill gradually narrowing
toward the tip, which is altogether composed of the large re-
curved nail ; together with the more or less terrestrial habit
of life, and the usually similar plumage of the two sexes.
The geese of the North American continent have been long
known, and being for the most part closely allied to, and in
many cases identical with, well known European forms, they
fall readily into the systematic subdivisions based upon the
latter. Another basis of division of the American Anserine is
found in the presence, in two species—one North American and
the other a Southern form—of deep rough superorbital depres-
sions and reversed relative proportions of the tarsus and middle
toe, together with an exclusively sea-coast habitat, and a carni-
vorous diet, corresponding in some of these respects to the
Oidemize and Somaterize amongst the ducks. These latter
characters we have taken as the basis of the two sections into
- which we divide the subfamily, as at present considered, since
they correspond with equivalent characters in one of the sub-
divisions of the Fuliguline. The presence of the deep super-
orbital depressions is a very general character amongst the
carnivorous Natatores, though not universal.
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