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THE THEORY OF NATURAL SELECTION FROM A 
MATHEMATICAL POINT OF VIEW* 

r[ HE fascinating hypothesis of D arwinism has, within the last 
few years, so completely taken hold of the scientific mind, 

both in this country and in Germany, that almost the whole of our 
rising men of science may be classed as belonging to this school 
of thought. Probably since the time of Newton no man has had 
so great an influence over the development of scientific thought 
as Mr. Darwin; and no one can over-estimate the debt which 
Science owes to his patient researches and his clear insight into 
some of the hidden ways of Nature. The advocates of Darwinism 
have, however, almost invariably failed to recognise that the 
theory consists of two essentially distinct portions, one of which 
may be admitted while the Qther is denied. The first portion is 
that with which the name of Darwin is popularly associated, 
although its origination is by no means due to him, namely, the 
probable ancestry of all forms of Jiving organism from a single 
or a few original germs ; the other portion, and that which we 
,especially owe to his genius, is the theory that the infinite modi
fications of existir.g forms owe their origin to a process of 
Natural Selection from spontaneous variations. These two per
fectly distinct hypotheses have generally been so confounded 
together that those who have attacked or defended the one have 
also attncked or defended the other. My object in the present 
paper is to show that, while the former hypothesis may be con
sidered as established, as nearly as it is possible to establish a 
theory which requires ihousands or millions of years for its 
complete development, the arguments in support of the second 
hypothesis are far less satisfactory. 

The principle that new fonns of organic life have been pro
duced by modifications of older nearly-allied forms is by no 
means a new one ; its inherent reasonableness and probability 
commended it to Lamarck and the author of the" Vestiges of 
Creation" loug before it was elaborated in a more scientific form 
hy Mr. Darwin and Mr. vVal)ace. It has been opposed, of course, 
by theologians ; but, were 1t not that the theological mind is 
inherently averse to the reception of new ideas, it would have 
been seen that the supposition that the Creative Power works by 
continuous modification and adaptation of contrivance to end, 
by a constant exercise of His prerogative, is a far higher tribute 
to H is exalted attributes, than the popular dogma that all living 
things were created as we now see them by one single gigantic 
effort, after which the power collapsed, and has never since been 
exercised. \Vhy should organic life be the one thing in the 
world -not subject to change? The coup de grace may be con
sidered to have been given to the anciently received theory by 
the investigations so ably carried out by Mr. Darwin and Dr. 
Hooker on the characteristics of Insular Floras. The fact that 
no i~land which hns been separated from the mainland during 
recent geological epochs has genera, and scarcely even species, 
of animals or plants peculiar to itself, while islands which have 
remained isolated during lengthened geological periods have 
fannre and !lone almost entirely peculiar to themselves, is in
explicable on any otl,er hypothesis than that of the gradual 
differentiation of species by long-continued separation. No 
more striking instance of this law has been given than that 
affonled by the East Indian Islands, as shown in Mr. Wallace's 
"Malay Archipelago." T wo great types of animals and plants 
are found in different regions of the archipela6o, the Indo
Malay&n and the Australian; and these two types are separated, 
not by any diversity o'. climate and soil-not even by any of the 
wide but shallow channels which indicate recent separation such 
as that between Borneo and Sumatra-but by the n~rrow 
but ve ry deep channel separating Bali from Lombok, which 
indicates a lengthened geological separation of two continents at 
this point. 

The hypothesis that the prime agent in all these infinite modi
fications is the principle of Natural Selection from spontaneous 
variations, has been recently further illustrated by Mr. Wallace's 
volume of Essays, "Contributions to the Theory of Natural 
Selection;" and it is mainly from the illustrations furnished in 
this work that I propose to derive my arguments as to its 
inadequacy. In the firot place I wish to call attention to the 
fact which the Duke oi Argyll has already acutely pointed out 
in hi, "Reign of Law," tlwt the theory does not even attempt 
to exi-'lain the ~1ost inexplicah!e phenomenon in the development 
of these orgamc chang~~, namely, the first commencement ol a 

* Paper read befo1·e Section D cf the British Association, at Liverpool, 
Septembec 2cth, 1870. 

tendency to variation. T he title of Mr. Darwin's famous work, 
the text-book of the theory, seems to me, indeed, altogether a 
misnomer : "The Origin o/ Species by means of Natural Selec
tion." Mr. Darwin admits the existence of what he terms a 
" spontaneous" tendency to variation among the offspring from 
a common ancestor; this "spontaneous". tendency is the only 
natural law which can correctly be termed that of the origin of 
species ; all that Mr. Darwin and his disciples attempt to ex
plain is the survival and propagation of certain among the 
diverse forms thus resulting in preference to others. Through
out the whole of Mr. Wallace's volume he appears to have no 
consciousness that his theory does not go to the root of the 
matter. When once the tendency to change has set in, there 
can be no doubt that "Natural Selection," "The Survival of 
the Fittest," whatever you like to term the principle, is one 
among many causes which tend to the perpetuation of certain 
forms. When, however, Mr. Darwin asserts, "I am convinced 
that Natural Selection has been the main, but not exclusive, 
means of modification,"* I am by no means prepared to go with 
him to that extent. Some of Mr. Darwin's disciples go even 
further, and seem to consider it, in fact, as almost the only 
means. 

There is no phenomenon in Natural History which is more 
thoroughly relied on by the advocates of N atural Selection as 
furnishing a decisive argument in favour of their theory, than the 
one which forms the subject of the longest of the essays in Mr. 
Wallace's volume, that of Mimicry or Mimetism. I propose, 
therefore, to occupy the greater part of this paper with an 
inquiry how far the facts which have been adduced support 
the conclusions first brought prominently forward by Mr. 
Bates in his "Naturalist on the Amazons," and more fully 
elaborated and illustrated by Mr. Wallace. There can be 
no doubt about the frequent occurrence of "protective resem
blances" in the animal kingdom. Certain classes of animals en
joy, from various causes, exceptional immunity from the attacks 
of their natural enemies. In order to share in these immunities, 
it is found that other animals, belonging to an entirely different 
class or order, whilst retaining all the structural characters of 
their own class, so closely resemble in external features of 
colour and form particular species of the favoured races _as to 
be readily mistaken for them. How do the advocates of the 
theory of Natural Selection attempt to account for this super
ficial resemblance? By the continuous preservation, through 
countless generations, of those particular individuals v.hich 
spontaneously approach most nearly to the ultimate forms. 

Now, there are two principles admitted or insisted on by every 
advocate of Darwinism, which it is necessary to bear very clearly 
in mind in the following argument. The fi rs t is, that, in a 
state of nature those differences which ultimately become specific 
or generic are brought about by exceedingly slow gradations. And 
it is obvious that it must be so. For if by chance any stronoly 
abnor!nal for~, is_p_~od:1ced, even should it survi_ve to gener~te 
offsprmg, which 1s m itself doubtful, 1t must necessarily cross 
with other less abnormal individuals, and its descendants would 
thus have a tendency to revert towards the parental form. On 
this point Mr. Darwin himself says : "It may be doubted 
wheth er sudden and great deviations of stmcture, such as we 
occasionally see in our domestic productions, are · ever perma• 
nently propagated in a state of nature." t And again, "Natural 
Selection always acts with extreme slowness."+ The other 
poin_t which I wish to be borne in mind is, that no change can 
possibly take place by the process of Natural Selection which 
is not directly of advantage to the individual. On this point 
again all ! he supporters of the hypothesis are agreed. Mr. 
Darwin distinctly affirms that "only those variations which are 
in some way profitable, will be preserved or naturally se
lected ; " § and Mr. Wallace even more emphatically speaks of 
" the P:inc!pl~ which Mr. Darwin so earnestly impresses upon us, 
and which 1s, mdeed, a necessary deduction from the theory of 
Natural Selection, namely, that none of the definite facts of 
organic nature, no special organ, no characteristic form or 
mm-king, no peculiarities of instinct or of habit, no relations be
twee11 species or between groups of species-can exist but 
which must now be or once have been useful to the individuals 
or the races which posse;;s them." II 

We l1 ave, therefore, established at the outset these two 
data : ~hat the passage from the ordinary to the mimetic 
form is effected by a number of exceedingly small steps, and 

• "Orig.1., of Species/' 4th ed., p. 6. t Ibid, p. 47. t Ibid, p. 121. 
§ Ibid, p. 1 3 1 

)I "Cc!1tribution• to the T~1~ory of Natural Select!on/' p. 47. 
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that every one of these changes must present some an.van
tage to the species which undergoes it. Now iet us apply these 
two principles to the recognised facts of Mimetism ; and for 
this purpose we may take a single instance, one of the most re
markable and best authenticated, recorded by Mr. Bates in his 
''Naturalist on the Amazons," and more fully in his paper on the 
" Lepidoptera of the Amazon Valley," in the "Transactions of 
the Linnean Society." There is in South America a tribe of 
butterflies of very gaudy colour, the Heliconidr,e, which appear to 
enjoy exceptional immunity from the attacks of bird,, from the 
exudation, when attacked, of a nauseous fluid, and are conse
quently extremely abundant. Another South American genus 
of Lepidoptera, the Lepta/is, belongs structurally to an entirely 
different class, the Pierid,z, and the majority of its species 
differ correspondingly from the Heliconid,z, in their size, 
shape, colour, and manner of flying, being nearly pure white, 
and of the same family as our common cabbage butterfly. 
There is, however, one particular species of Lepta/is, which 
departs widely in extemai facies from all its allies, and so 
closely resembles a species of Ithomia belonging to the Heli
conid,z, as apparently not only to deceive the most experienced 
entomologists, but even to take in its natural enemies also, 
and, although perfectly hannless, to share the immunity of the 
butterfly it simulates. Mr. Bates and Mr. Wallace have both 
attempted to show, with great ingenuity and plausibility, that 
this entire change from the normal form to that resembling the 
Ithomia has taken place through the agency of natural selection 
acting through a long series of generations. I believe, however, 
on careful examination, the line of argument will be found to 
break down, and that at its very outset, on the ground that the 
early stages of the transformation will . be perfectly useless for 
the protection of the species, 

Applying tl1e rigid test of mathematical calculation to the 
problem, I think it may safely be assumerl that it would re
quire, at the very lowest calculation, one · thousand steps to 
enable the normal Lepta/is to pass into its protective form. 
Mr. Bates indeed · assumes that the change may hav.:, 
taken place much more rapidly, but this appears a very 
unsafe and unsupported deviation from the sounder prin
ciple laid down by Darwin and Wallace. It is indeed obvious 
that any marked variety resulting suddenly must inevitably 
revert, as already observed, more and more towards the 
parent type by crossing, unless, indeed, we are to suppose 
that a pair, male and female, are simultaneously produced with 
a deviation in exactly the same direction, and that their offspring 
keeps itself apart, interbreeding only with itself as a separate 
colony,-an assumption contrary to all experience. At all 
events, we may safely say that within the historic period no 
such change has been effected within a vastly larger number of 
generations, where human agency has not come into play. The 
next step in my argument is, that the smallest change in the 
direction of the Jthomia, which we can conceive on any 
hypothesis to be beneficial to the Lepta/is, is at the 
very lowest one-fiftieth of the change required to produce 
perfect resemblance. I believe myself that a very much larger frac
tion, say one-fourth or one-third, would be practically useless; 
as I am told by practical entomologists that birds will distinguish 
with accuracy caterpillars suited for their food from other species 
scarcely distinguishable to our eyes, which are not so suitable. 
For the sake of argument, however, I will suppose that a change 
to the extent of one-fiftieth is beneficial to that small extent afte1· 
which natural selection may begin to come into play. Mr. Wal
lace, indeed, argues that an infinitesimal and inappreciable dis
tinction may make the difference of a slightly longer span of life 
being allowed to the butterfly, to lay its eggs in safety; but this 
is a deductive piece of reasoning derived from the theory, be
cause necessary to it, and not inductive observation from nature; 
and I altogether decline to be carried further, for the sake of the 
theory, than the limit I have indicated. Suppose a parallel in
stance : that our common brown owl has a penchant for mice, 
while moles are abhorrent to its palate; is it conceivable that, 
supposing a mouse was born approaching a mole by the one
himdredth part in external appearance, say with feet a fraction of 
a line broader, or eyes slightly deeper set, the shortest-sighted of 
owls would for a moment mistake i1:fus for Talpa ? Or, a still 
more parallel instance : suppose a blue-bottle fly were born 
blessed with a slightly narrower waist, or a faint band of yellow 
on its body, will any one maintain that it stands the least 
chance of escape from destruction by those birds which do 
not feed on wasps? And no one who has exan,ined Mr. 

Bates's or Mr. Trimen's beautiful drawings, or, still better the 
insects themselves, will say that I have exaggerrated the e~tent 
of the passage from the normal to the imitative Lepta/is. 

If, therefore, this reasoning is sound, one thousand steps bein.,. 
ne~essary to effect this change in external appearance, and ont 
fiftieth of th~ whole change, or twenty steps, being the smallest 
amount that ts really profitable to the animal, it follows that the 
first twenty steps of the transformation are not due to natural 
selection, but must have taken place by an accmnnlation of 
chances. Let us investigate the value of tbis chance. Suppose 
there are twenty different ways in which a Lepta/is may vary, 
one only of these being in the direction ultimately required, the 
chance of any individual producing a descendant which will take 
its place in the succeeding generation varying in the required 

I 
direction, is 20 ; the chance of this operation being repeated in 

I I 
the same direction in the second generat10n is 

202 
or 

400 
; the 

chance of this occurring for ten successive generations (instead 
I 

of twenty, as I have assumed above) is 
20

w, or about one in 

ten billions. Now another factor comes into the calculation, and 
that is the number of individuals among which this chance is 
distributed. Mr. Bates and Mr. Wallace agree in slating that 
both in South America and in the Malay Archipelago the imi
tative species are al':"ays confined to a limited area, and are 
always very scarce compared with the imitated species. We 
will assume that the number of individuals of the imitative 
Lepta/is existing at any one time is one million; the chance of 
there being among these million a single individual approaching 
the lthomia to the extent of one-hundredth is ,.-rn,'u°u°o"o0

0°o"0 000, 

or the chance against it is ten million to one. 
It will be seen that in the above calculation I have endeavoured 

to throw every advantage into the scale of the natural selectionist. 
I believe myself, and I think most natllralists will agree with me, 
that vastly more than a thousand generations, each characterised 
by a small change, must be conceded; and that, on the other 
hand, a change to the extent of even greatly more than one
fiftieth would he absolutely useless. This idea receives great 
confirmation from observing the most wonderful identity of the 
marking in the mimicked and mimicker. If a rough imitation 
is so useful, it must be a mere freak of Nature to produce sr, 
absolute an identity, and we are landed in the dilemma that the 
last stages are comparatively useless. If, again, I had carried 

I I 
on the calculation to 2020 instead of 2010, it would have been 

difficult to have stated the result in figures ; and if, on the other 
hand, it is objected that a million is too low an estimate of the 
number of individuals existing at one time, and a hundred 
million or a thousand million is substituted (an altogether in
conceivable estimate for a rare conspicuous hlltterfly limited to 
a small area*), the result will not be materially affected. For, 
supposing the chance is reduced from one in ten million to one 
in ten thousand-and it is said that the world has existed quite 
long enough to give a fair chance ot this having occurred once
it is not a solitary instance that we have. Mr. Bates states that, 
in a comparatively small area, several distinct instances of such 
perfect mimicry occur; Mr. Wallace has a store in the Malay 
Archipelago ; Mr. Trimen records several of wonderful beauty 
and exactness in South Africa; and the more attention is turned 
to the subject, the more numerous do _instances of mimicry 
become. 

I have left out of account altogether those still more remark
able instances, which are even more difficult to explain on the 
theory of natural selection (as the number of steps must be in
finitely greater), in which animals not only imitate others be
longing to entirely different natural orders, as Diptera mimicking 
Hymenoptera, and caterpillars snakes, but where they resemble 
inanimate 'objects. The weird and uncanny resemblance of the 
Phasmata and Mantides to dry leaves and sticks has long been 
known: not only is the veining of the leaves accurately repro
duced, but the attacks of parasitic fungi are simulated ; and 
Mr. Wallace records instances of larvre bearing the most minute 
resemblance to the droppings of birds, and spiders to the axillary 
buds of plants. Through what countless generations must these 
transformations have be.en effected ! and by what mathematical 
formula could we express the chance against their occurrence, if 

* The latter number would give 150 individuals per acre over an area IOO 

miles square, or 50 per acre for an area. as large as Ireland. 
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natural selection only bad been at work in their production? 
The difficulties in the way of the natural selection explanation 
arc also materially increased when we find, as is often the case, 
that it is one sex only (the female) which undergoes these 
mimetic changes, and that the changes have to take place 
simultaneously in the direction of colour, size, form, and habit. 

It may now fairly be asked, if the principle of natural selection 
is abandoned as the m:iin cause of these wonderful modifications, 
~..-hat other theory can be substituted in its place? I do not 
know that the objector to a theory is always bound to provide 
another theory as a substitute. Mr. Darwin, in his "Variation 
of Animals and Plants under Domestication," quotes with well
deserved approval Whewell's aphorism, that " Hypotheses may 
often be of service to science, when they involve a certain portion 
of incompleteness, and even of error." Mr. Darwin's and Mr. 
Wallace's hypothesis of natural selection has been of signal 
iervice to science ; but if this hypothesis has been too rashly 
handled and too widely applied, it may be equally serviceable to 
pdint out its incompleteness or its error, as the first step to a still 
more scientific explanation. In the following remarks, I merely 
\\'ish to call the attention of naturalists to one or two points 
w l.ich I think have almost been lost sight of in the discussion. 

1 have already adverted to the inaccuracy of the title of Mr. 
Darwin's great work, " The Origin ef Species by means of 
Nntural Selection." The opponents of Darwinism, even so acute 
a reasoner as the Duke of Argyll, appear to see no alternative 
between the theory that species have arisen through the agency 
of external causes, and the theory that species have remained 
immutable since their creation. I can accept no such alternative. 
Irideed we may say that external influences cannot be the primary 
cause of the transmutation of species. The utmost claimed by 
the theory of natural selection is, that it selects the fittest from 
a.lteady existing so-called "spontaneous" varieties. Every page 
hf Mt. Darwin's work teems with reference to this pre-existing 
tendency to variation, with respect to which he says: " Our 
ignorance of the laws of variation is profound." Mr. Bates, 
when speaking on the subject of mimicry, makes the following 
very remarkable admission :-" It would seem as though our 
Ltptalis 1,attwally produced simple varieties of a nature to resemble 
Jthotnirl'.'' * By a careful study of the context, I can only con
<'liicle that Mr. Bates means the same thing by his "natural" 
varieties as Mr. Darwin does by his " spontaneous" variations, 
IHtmely, an innate tendency to vary not caused by natural selec
tio1t, but on which tendency natural selection operates, and 
without which it would be perfectly inoperative. The use of 
the tenri "spontaneous" is open to objection from a philoso
phical point of view. It either means that the phenomena in 
question are subject to no law, or that they are the res1tlt of some 
law with which we are unacquainted. The former hypothesis 
Will probably be rejected by every scientific naturalist, and must 
be t\tterly abhorrent to the believer in a "Reign of Law." This 
iendency to variation in the offsprii1g meets us on every side in our 
investigation of nature. Every gardener knows how uncertain 
is the produce of seeds compared with the produce of buds or 
offshoots from the same plant. The ordinary mode of obtaining 
new varieties of strawberries or other fruits is from seeds. An 
¢ndless variety of the commonest florist's flowers is produced by 
towing seeds from the same capsule. Of the laws of this varia
tion we are, as Mr. Darwin says, "profoundly ignorant ; " but 
it does 1'lot follow that a patient interrogation of nature pursued 
in the true Darwinian spirit, may not reveal to us something of 
these laws. Of one thing we are certain, that natural selection 
here plays no part. If then we must admit that the first 
beginning of change takes place without the operation ot this 
principle, why should we claim for it the main, almost the ex
clusive agency, in the changes which follow? Some other 
ptinciple, at present unknown to us, originates these variations· 
what right have we to say ~hat this prin~iple, what~ver it ma; 
be, then ceases to act, instead of bemg the mam agent . in 
all the other subsequent changes? 

But are we limited to negative evidence in tracing the trans
inutations of species mainly to some unknown internal law? A 
single sentence _in Mr. Wallace's Chapter on Mimicry seems to 
me pregnant with results for the future inquirer. He incidentally 
temarks how frequently it is the case that, when mimicry has 
on:ce set in by the action of natural selection, new habits and 
instincts come into play to assist in the mimicry. It does not, 
however, appear to occur to Mr. Wallace to trace any con
nection between the instinct and the mimicry. The connection 

* TransactiQns uf the Linnean Society, vol. l<xiii., p. 5,2. 

will be found, I believe, to be very close. Passing by for the 
moment any definition of instinct, let us trace its range in the 
organised world. From the whole vegetable kingdom it is 
conspicuous by its absence. In the lowest classes of the animal 
kingdom, the Protozoa and Ccelenterata, it is found, if at all, in 
a very low form; and though there is a popular superstition that 
oysters may be crossed in love, yet we cannot attribute to the 
Mollusca as a class any strong development of the instinctive 
faculty. When, however, we come to the Articulata, and 
especially to the Insecta and closely allied Arachnida, we meet 
at once with developments of instincl rivalling, if not exceeding 
in perfectness, those found in the highest forms of animal life. 
In the lower orders of Vertebrata again, the Pisces and Reptilia, 
we apparently come to a retrogression in the instinctive faculty, 
which is once more strongly developed in the Aves and Mam
malia. Now let us compare this with what is known of Mimicry. 
From the vegetable kingdom it is absent. There are, it is true, 
resemblances, and resemblances of the most wonderful and 
perfect kind, in the marking and venation of the leaves of plant 
belonging to entirely different natural orders, equal in extraordinary 
closeness to those of which I have spoken in the animal kingdom ; 
but these are in no sense mimetic or protective. Mere protective 
resemblances of colour I consider of far less importance than of 
form or habit ; since colour may unquestionably be affected 
directly by the external circumstances of light, &c., and varies 
"spontaneously" in both the animal and vegetable kingdom to 
a far greater extent than does form. In the lowest forms of 
animal life we have no well-authenticated instances of mimdism, 
the most striking among the Moiluscawith which I am acquainted 
is one pointed out to me by Mr. G. S. Brady in the beautiful 
Lima hians. * But when we come to insects, we find protective 
resemblances of the most extraordinary kind, in marking, in 
form, in habit, presented to us on every side. Among fishes and 
reptiles the principle appears to be again comparatively in 
abeyance, and to be once more strongly developed in birds. The 
parallelism is indeed almost complete. In short, the power of 
mimetism, as far as is known at present, nms almost pari passu 
with the development of the nerv,)ns system. 

But what is instinct? Modern naturalists are pretty well 
agreed in abandoning the old distinction in kind between reason 
and instinct, and in considering the nest-building instinct of birds 
and the cell-constructing instinct of bees, as but a lower form of 
the same faculty which we call reason in ourselves. It is ad· 
mitted that this instinct teaches the bee which flowers to rifle 
for its honey, and even to modify its habits in accordance with 
the circumstances in which it is placed; but, according to the 
prevalent theory, it has no power to modify its proboscis so as 
to enable it to obtain the honey from the flower, or to modify its 
wings to suit to its new habit. In short its own body is almost 
the only thing over which the animal has no pow.er. To me 
such a restriction appears to be un philosophicd. I cannot but 
believe in the existence of an unconscious Organising Intelligence, 
an idea which Mr. J. J. Murphy has ably and logically advo· 
cated in his "Habit and Intelligence." And ii this inherent 
innate power of change is admitted, it at once harmonises the 
tendency to variation which exists in all created beings, with 
the perpetuation of those forms best adapted to resist the struggle 
of life, and lends to natural selection the assistance of a fdlow
worker far more powerful and of more universal operation. 

A powerful argument in favour of this view may be drawn 
from Mr. Wallace's volume. Every reader of that book must 
have been struck with the remarkable manner in which he com· 
pletely abandons and casts aside his own theory when he comes 
to treat of man. Natural selection is amply sufficient to account 
for all the other transmutations in the animal kingdom ; only 
give time enough, and it is competent to develop the elephant 
out of the Ama,ba-the one step in the animal creation which is 
beyond its power is that from the ape to man ; all the infinite 
forms of the brute creation have resulted from this principle,
to produce the different races of mankind sume other power is 
needed. In a singularly able review of this work in the Archives 
des Sciences !"hys,ques et M.turei!es, M. Claparede, of Geneva, 
points out with great acumen the singular inconsistency of this 
reasoning; and shows how great a want of faith in his own 
principle it betrays on the part of its author. Mr. Wallace's 
line of argument is very interesting. We may take only a sin<Tle 
instance. Man is the only terrestrial mammal with a bare h~r
less back. All savage nations foe! the want of a covering to 
their back; in cold countries to protect them from the cold, in 

* See NAT~Ri;:, Vol, ii., p. 376. 
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hot countrie, to prokcl them from the ~eat of the su.n. It is 
impossible to con~cive, tlwrefore, that this abse?ce_ o_f covenng 
was ever directlv Leneficial to the race or the 1t1div,du1!; and 
hence it cannot

0

J, .1ve been prodnced by the operatir,n of natural 
selection; but rn:.st have been in s,,me way connected wit_h tho,e 
reasoning po -.vcrs whi_ch l_e~~ to _the construction of clothing ~nd 
<lwelliiws 011 which his c1v1it;at1on so largely depenck Mr. V\ al
lace, h;wel'er, appears to forget that_ he had previously stated 
his conclusion that " those great moddicat10ns of structure and 
of external form which resulted in the development of man out 
of some lower type of animal, must have occurred before his 
intellect had raised him above the comlition of the brutes. "* 
This principle, therefore, wha•ever it may he, other tran natm~l 
selection, which produced man's bare back, must have been ,_n 
operation before the intellect of man was devdoped. This 
strange inconsistency of Mr. Wall~ce's appears _to ~esult from 
the fact that he is unable to shut his eves to the mev1table con
clusir,n that the development of man from the ape, and the 
production of the different races of mankind, have not r~sulted 
from the operation of natural selection, pure and simpl.e, but 
that this principle has been powerfully assisted by man's reasoning 
faculties. This reasoning seems to me perfectly sound and inevi
table, admitting, for the sake of · argument, Mr. VI/ al!ace's 
hypothesis, that man is descended from the apes ; ~lllt, if we 
consistently believe in the action of general laws which govern 
the whole of animated nature, we must carry the argum~nt back 
a step further. Reason is but a higher development of mstmct. 
If man's reason has assisted him so to modity his body as to 
adapt himself to the circumstances with which he is surrounded, 
we are unable to bring forward any valid argument why the 
instinct of animals should not also assist them to modify their 
bodies, by slow and gradual degrees, so as to adapt them .to the 
circumstances with which they are surrounded. 

In the essay alluded to above, M. Claparede, himself one of 
the few genuine Darwinians among French writers, points out 
the dangerous and unscientifi c manner in whi ch the theory of 
natural sdection is made, in the hands of its too ze::lous advo
cates, to explain phenomena which are probably _due to _other 
causes. The discovery of this law marked an era ;n the history 
of natural science, and <>ave a wonderful im;,u\;e to original re
search. Tice danger n~w is that the law will be p;·essed into 
services which have no claim upon it ; and that, in the hands of 
injudicious partisans, it will become a !1indrance rather tha1; an 
ai<l to science, by clo,ing the door against further 111vest1gat10ns 
ir.::> other laws which lie behind it. To ciaim for Natural Selec
tion the main agency in the creation of th_e cou~1t_.ess. forms of 
organic life with which we are surrounded, 1s strammg 1t beyond 
its strength. An era of equal importo.n~e will be marked by the 
discovery of the law which regulates the tendency to vanat1011 
which must necessarilv underlie natural selection. 

The argument of ''design " was undoubted~)'. pushed by pre· 
Darwinian write,·s to too great an extent. I he most recent 
phase of Darwb1ianism, howe~er, is a comple_te denial ol th~ 7xist
ence of design rn Nature. It 1s the carrymg mto N~tu~a! Science 
of the Hobbesian principle of Self-love. Every md1v1dual and 
every species exists for its own advantage only, and has no 
rnison d'etre except its own welfare. To my mind the bea<ties 
and wonders of Nature seem, on the other hand, to teach a dif
ferent lesson, that, 

All are but parts of one stupendous whole, 
Whose body Nature h,, and God the soul ; 

that there are laws, albeit almost unknown to us-not laws merely 
of external circumstance, but laws of internal growth and struc
ture -which acti,·ely modify each individual organism, not only 
for its own advantage in the struggle for life, but for the higher 
end of subordinating every individual existence to the good of the 
whole. 

ALFRED W. BENNETT 

THE PROFESSORSHIP OF NATURAL HIS-
TORY, QUEEN'S COLLEGE, BELFAST 

IN a late number we announc_~d that Prnfessor Wyviile 
Thomso11, of the Queen's College, Bdfast, had been 

appointed_ by the Cro_wn t? the Pr~fossorship of N atur:il 
History m the Umversny of Edmburgh. This will 

* 11 Contribution£ to the Theory of Natural Selecl:on," Jl, 3xg. 

nece•sitate the resignation by Professor Thomson of his 
ch ,ir in the Queen's College, Belfast, a resi6nation wh ich 
we may presume w.Jl be made befo re the coinmenccment of 
the next term, and a re,ignation :n which some of ,,ur 
read~rs and many of our men of ~cieuce w,ll rake an 
interest, fo, tht' places oi honot>r or ernolum,-nt opr n to the 
student of Natural ,;cien,:e in tbis count, y are so very few, 
1hat there is naturally mu ch excitement when one of tht few 
is to be filled up. Already we hear oi a whole host of young 
and meritorious workers setting their f,1 cts towards the 
city that boasts to be the Athens of the North of Ireland. 
The mere mention of the names of Dr. Cunningham, 
who in the Straits of Magellan earned his NaLUral Science 
spurs so well, of Mr. E. Ray Lankester, whose numerous 
papers show an intimate acquaintance with zoology, of 
Dr. Macalister, whose comparative anatomy memoirs 
are so well-known, or of Dr. Traquair, whose papers on 
fossil fish and on the skull of rectnt Pleuronectidre. are 
of high merit, not to name others, will show that the post 
of Professor of Natural History in the Queen's College, 
B~lfast, will be contested for by a little army of we!1-edu
cated and accomplished gentlemen, the selection of any 
one of whom would reflect credit on the College. 

But a rumour reaches us that there may be no election 
to the Professor~hip ·after all-that the spirit of economy is 
to annihilate the spirit of competition; tha.t, in order that 
the Government of this gredt country m:i.y save certain 
paltry trifling possibilities of pension, it is their inten
tion to tran.,late to Belfast one of the four Profes
sors of Natural Science in the Queen's CoJleges of Cork 
and Galway. It is necessa,y to explain h -,w this can 
be done. Each of the Queen's Colleges had origina lly 
a l'rofossor of Geol0gy and Minernlo;:y, and a Pro
frssor of Zoology and Botany. Their income was tha t of 
a junior assistant in the British Museum, 2.nd for common 
decency"s sake, it was found necessary to raise it ; this was 
done on the condition that each of the Pro'e,sors under
took to lecture on the subjects at the time lectured on by 
his colleague, on the death or resignation of that colleague, 
without further increase of pay. So when Prof. Dickie, 
who was Professor of Botany and Zoology in the Queen's 
College, Belfast, resigned, on his removal to Aberdeen, 
Prof. Thomson had to lecture in zoology and botany, in 
addition to his own subjects of geology and mineralogy, 
Thus it happens that should the Government confer tht' 
vacant Belfa .-t chair on one of the four existing Professors 
of Natural Science in the c,ther two Queen ·s Colleges, 
his post in the college which he leaves will be filled 
up by his colleague, and the Crown will have to deal 
in the matter of pension, &c., with but four persons 
inst,·ad of with five, as they will have if they appoint a 
candidate who is not one of these four Professor.s to the 
vacant post. Nor can the Crown conrer this Professor
ship on one of the present Professors, and thf:'n fill up the 
place thus left vacant by a new appointment, because, 
although the yearly salary of the colleague of the Pro
fessor thus elected will not be increased thereby, yet his 
fees, to a slight extent, will ; and so, to break the bargain 
made, would be to the detriment of the individual-a thing-, 
we believe, no Govanment would do. But why, we ask, 
should they, for a paltry saving, do detriment to the cause 
d Science in this country-courted when she is needed
kept at more than arm's length when it is im~gined she 
may be done without? Science is but badly cared for in 
our coumry, and we here allude to the above facts for the 
purpose of urging those to whose care this appoint
ment falls, to forget, for the once, ;i.ll considerat'ons 
except those for the good of the Co!l,-ge, and to quicken 
the already expanding li'e of the Queen's Uni,ersity in 
Ireland by the infusion of fresh b ood into this one of 
its Colleges. 

It is in the interest of Science th~t we write. not in the 
interest of candida•es, one of whose names we would not 
mention above another. X 
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