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RESOURCES

WWW GUIDE

Microscopy resources on the WWW

Robert Sikorski and Richard Peters

For our monthly web guide, we usually trawl
through several hundred web sites to find the
ones we think are the most pertinent on a
given subject. This month, however, we
chose a slightly different strategy to tackle
the topic of microscopy. After a first pass we
were surprised to find that there are literally
hundreds of high-quality microscopy web
sites that would be of interest to the biotech-
nologist. Microscopists have discovered that

Robert Sikorski is @ Howard Hughes Medical
Institute fellow at the National Cancer Institute
and Richard Peters is in the department of medi-
cine, Massachusetts General Hospital
(rss@nchgr.nih.gov; rpeters@yp3.med.-
harvard.edw; http://www.edsitenavigator.com).

the WWW is the perfect
medium through which to
distribute still images in a
global fasion. So we decid-
ed instead to build a direc-
tory of directories in
which we have aggregated
sites that point to collec-
tions of microscopy re-
sources on the WWW. Use
this column (and its online
version at http://www.-
medsitenavigator.com/nat-
bio/natbio_guide. html) as
a starting point to the best
of online microscopy.

The various directories
will point you to a huge
variety of educational,
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Cryosiectron micrograph and computer-
enhanced image of human rhinovirus 14
saturated with Mabs (top right). Close up
of Mab on virus shell (bottom left)

A sampler of products and service sites related to microscopy

commercial, and individ-
ual web sites. You will find
extensive lists of equip-
ment makers, - micro-
scopist e-mail addresses,
newsgroups, mailing lists,
etc. We also noted that
there are two communi-
ties existing in parallel:
The professional and the
amateur  spectroscopist.
We tried to focus on the
professional  resources,
but have also decided to
throw in an amateur site
that is well worth. a visit.
Overall, the microscopy
community is well wired,
indeed.
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